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LETTER XIX. 

(JoAL being the most useful and abundant of all 
the New South Wales minerals, naturally claims 
priority of notice. It is either founds or indica- 
tions of its existence are observed, in a direct 
coast line of one hundred and twenty miles, ex- 
tending from Port Stephens to Botany Bay, and 
interiorly for about a hundred miles akmg Hun- 
ter's River; up some of the branches of which 
fields of coal have been traced^ several thick and 
easily-worked beds being found full ninety miles 
from the sea. Petrified branches and roots of 
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trees lying loosely about — ^the very massy tnmks 
of some standing upright in the ground with all 
their roots spreading out around ; — together with 
the friable sandstone forming the surface yegeta- 
ble remains ; — combine to indicate the presence of 
this mineral ; while leaves, stalks, and flowers of 
plants, constitute the vegetable petrified remains, 
between the layers of the clay-slate in more im- 
mediate contact with the coal. These leaves and 
flowers are often so perfect, that an intelligent 
geologist in Sydney has declared an able botanist 
might deduce therefrom the very species of the 
plant, and that they are vegetables existing at 
the' presetit dfty : but against this supposition all 
geological experience militates, the petrified plants 
found in other parts of the world, being imiformly 
of antidiluvian existence. 

. -The coal is generally small and dusty, but bums 
well, though caking badly, which is ascribed to the 
Australian vegetable substances, out of which coal 
is foraied, containing little or no resin in their 
compositioii. It is used chiefly for smith's, work, 
or by the government officers and the military in 
Sydney, and a few othor individuals there» — ^wood 
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still fnniiskmg the principal material for onr fires 
IB all the comitfy portions of the colony, the fiie- 
plai^s ^ihg constrbcted solely for its use. 

Coal is sold by gbvernm^it at the pit-month for 
&8. per ton, and at Sjidney foi^ SOs. per ton, the 
freight thereto being 15^. The Newcastle mine 
has been hitherto worked by the second-senienoe 
mea, sent down foir punishment; and by their 
means about four thousand tons, are annually dug 
up and disposed of, amounting in value at tfa^ pif s 
month to 1000/. and at Sydney to 4000 guineas. 

At the harbour of Reid^s Mistake, to thei south 
of Newcastle, some cargoes have been also pro- 
cured, the coal lying here close to the siirfaee. 
This harbour received its name from the master of 
a ship, who was despatched to Newcastle for a 
cargo of coals before the place was colonized ; but 
not knowing its exact situation, ran into the har- 
bour now bearing his name, loaded, and returned 
to Sydney, thinking all the while he hadMwen at 
Newcastle. 

The supply of this article is indeed inex- 
haustible, I having myself seen veins of great 
breadth on Hilmter^s River, full eighty miles 
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from its mouth, while up the Gbulbimi and its 
other brapches, these, yeins haye been found ex- 
tending* , If steam-navigation should prevail here- 
after throughout the Indian Archipelago, (as we 
have, every reason to conclude it will,), here is at 
once ia ready market for this valuable mineral, in 
which no other country can successfully compete with 
us, on account of our proximity ; — whilst we shall 
be able readily to furnish the article to almost any 
extent. . The Australian compaqy has just obtained 
a grant of five hundred acres of one of these, coal- 
fields from thp government at home; and machinery, 
able miners, and a man of high abilities to supers- 
intend, are now on their way out : so that matters 
are likely henceforth to go on prosperously with us 
in this line ; and if a colonial company should start 
upiapd compete with the "Australian Company," 
so much the better, since the government is doubts 
less as well disposed to accommodate any fresh 
applicants with a similar grant. 

A singular species of coal has also been found 
at Bathurst, resembling in some degree the Scotch 
Cannel coal, serving as a sort of connecting link 
between it and charcoal, which latter it resembles 
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very strongly, hemg nearly as light and breaking 
widi a similar fracture, while it bums almost with 
the steady brightness of a candle. It appears in- 
deed to form the connecting link hitherto wanted; 
as a demonstration that coal is of vegetable forma^ 
tion;' for if the outer whitish stony crust were bro* 
ken off, I think the ablest geologists would unhe- 
sitatingly declare it to be the absolute charcoal of 
some particular species of wood. 

Our freestone is of a grayish, sometimes ap- 
proaching to a reddish; hue; and is usually -soft 
when first quarried, but gradually hardens on exr 
posure. Some, howeyer, of the large-grained, and 
more friable portion near the surface, from being 
less compressed, still continues soft and crumbling ; 
and is therefore quite unfitted for the purposes to 
which stone is applied. Freestone abounds almost 
every where among us, and to it we are indebted 
for many beautiful buildings, while grindstones 
have been manufactured from it on a considerable 
scale both for home use ' and exportation, and 
dripstones also, though with less success. The first 
cargo of grindstones ever shipped was, unfortu- 
nately for the credit of the colony, compounded 
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unwittingly of our most porous friable stone. They 
*weve sent to the Isle of France, and deposited in 
thie yard of one of our merchants there to be dis- 
posed of, whose astonishment may be readily ima- 
gined, on one of his trusty slaves bursting into his 
dimng-<room one afternoon, (when he was busied in 
regaling a party of friends,) wringing his hand» in 
alarm, and vociferating, '^ Massa, massa, oh my 
gad, grinetone all tun away,'' which turned out to 
he literally the case,— -it heavy ti^opical sho wet which 
was then falling had washed them down, and was 
actually floating them out of the yard ! 

Granite and whinstone are plentiful in Various 
spots, particularly of Atgyle, tiae land formed by 
the decomposition of the whin being quickly dis- 
cernible from the fine grassy sward it eishibits, 
land the crops it returns to reward the husbandman. 
It is sometimes found in mere specks, as I nmy 
say,' covering some two or three acres, while no 
other ' specimens may be seen for many leagues 
^around. There is a patch of this kind near '* One- 
tree HUl," to the right of the Paramatta river, 
as you proceed from Sydney, yielding luxuriant 
crops of whatever may be planted upon it, one por- 
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lion being literally overran with the finest melooSy 
whick were melting ripe when I visited it. The 
whinstone soils are much more friable than those 
from granite deeompositiony which probably is the 
chief cause of the difference between them, as both 
contain lime and other similar constituents, though 
in different proportions. I am led to this conjec- 
ture partly from the fine crops I have seen pro- 
duced from granite detritus soils, on being ploughed 
and pulverized; for generally here they are so 
hard before being broken up, as almost to require 
quarrying. 

• limestone has not been found in any quantity 
nearer than ninety miles from Sydney, namely, at 
Bathurst, to the west, and Argyle to the south, 
appearing chiefly there in blueish, grayish, and 
whitish strata, often of immense thickness, ap- 
proximating to marble ; and indeed actually form- 
ing in Argyle rocks of this description, fit, accord- 
ing to the opinion of Mr. Throsby, for statuary. 
The want of limestone in the county of Cumber- 
land is othe of the greatest drawbacks to the suc- 
cessful cultivation of its soil; and until this is 
found, either here or near some colonial harbour, 
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whence it can be exported to Sydney, it will be 
impossible to extract such crops from the soil of 
Cumberland county, as the quality of its other 
constituent materials leads us to expect. Moun* 
tain liniiestone has of late been observed in Cmn^ 
berland, but hitherto in very inadequate quantities ; 
yet, judging from what occurs in Europe, we may 
hope that a closer investigation will lead to better 
results, as it is known that wherever coal abounds, 
the mountain limestone abounds also, in seams nior^ 
or less thick. These seams exist both over and 
under the coal, varying in number and density in 
various situations ; the undermost ones being al- 
ways denser than the uppermost, and of course 
holding out stronger inducements for working. 

lime is more or less requisite in all soils, from its 
forming a constituent part of most vegetable sub- 
stances, neutralizing or destroying the acidity of 
the soils, absorbing moisture readily, and rendering 
the ground porous and friable; — wood ashes and 
other alkaline salts possessing somewhat the pro- 
perties, and forming the best substitutes. Impres- 
sions offish, shells, animals, and vegetables, abound 
in the limestone rocks. 
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6ypstim» or plaster of Paris, that other excellent 
agricultural manure, is discovered pretty plentifully 
at Badiurst, and the upper portion of Hunter's 
River, about sixty miles inland. It lies in large 
nodules strewed over the' ground here and there, 
particularly in the beds of gullies, formed out of 
the soft gypsum marie veius which pervade the 
soil; the gjrpsum becoming more and more com- 
pact as the argUlaceous materials are washed out 
from it, — until, by the cohesive affinity of its par- 
ticles, it condenses into a stone approaching the 
hardness of flint, and resembling closely in fracture 
the common alabaster. These veins are often not 
more than an inch thick, but I have found them 
sometimes measuring several feet, the gypsum, 
however, being always more or less mixed with 
clay, — the latter often pervading its layers so com- 
pletelyj that you could scarcely say whether the 
layer did not contain more clay than gypsum ; 
whilst, in other cases> the gypsum shows itself in 
pure layers, as white as snow, or interspersed 
through the clayey portions in nodules equally 
spotless. It forms aci excellent material for white- 
washing, and will no doubt be most valuable here- 
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after as a mailarey its appearance being exactly 
similar to the gypsum I saw exported from Grand 
River^ on Lake Erie^ to the American shbre^ for 
tigricultursil purposes. 

Good specimens of slate have been picked oat, 
both in Argyll and other parts of the colony, to 
s^rve as substitutes for shingles when wood becomes 
scarce; but indeed the shingles almost equal the 
date, both in durability and incombustibility. 

No country in the world possesses finer pipe or 
potter's clay than this; — ^ those who haVe been 
brought up in the Staffordshire potteries declaring 
it to be greatly superior to the English samples. The 
very vicinity of Sydney abounds with it, and various 
places toward Paramatta show it no less pure. 
I know not but it might be profitable as an export 
to England for potteries near the coast. 

Native alum is seen in abundance in Argyle, often 
crystallized in great purity ; and when roads are 
made from the sea-ports on that coast toward the 
interior, it may prove an exportable article to fill 
up the crevices in a variously-compounded cargo. 

Ironstone exists, too, in inexhaustible masses, 
composing entire hills to the north, near Port 
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Macquarie, same of whioh are highly magQetic, 
though Dot ^aite so powerful as to draw the 
aails out of the horses' shoes^ and pull the hut- 
ions off the jackets, as some of the facetio:^s 
trayellers in these regions have gravely asserted. 

I have seen specimens of copper from Bathurst 
and from near Port Hacking, in Cumberland, and 
tin and lead also are stated to be contained in 
portions of our continent; but really it has hitherto 
been so little investigated, that it may be called 
«ven at this day a t^ra incognita, though known 
aow more than two hundred years to the European 
world. 

An eminsnt mineralogical dilettante who made 
a casual trip among us some years back, nearly 
turned the hitherto sober heads of some of our 
plodding colonists by the valuable mines of gold 
he predicted their lands to contain, from the rich 
specimens of that precious metal which he picked 
up thereupon, even before their eyes, and upon 
spots too which they had paced over some hundreds 
of times before without ever observing the like ; 
on such different principles are scientific eyes con- 
structed ! Peru was now considered a mere pauper- 
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irarren in comparison to Australia ; but while oar 
Croesuses in anticipation were yet busied with 
their graye calculations about the mode in which 
the mines should be worked, and were passing days 
of care and sleepless nights in counting over their 
visionary wealth, — the golden dreams were suddenly 
dissipated by a certain " Paul Pry" of a convict- 
servant whispering in his master's ear that ** he 
seed the gemman take the stone out of his pocket, 
drop it on the ground, and then pick it up again 1" 
the truth of which was amply demonstrated by a 
patch of paper pasted upon its comer, (overiooked 
before by the delighted possessor,) proving it to 
be a specimen which the ^' man of science " had 
originally extracted from one of Mawe*s minera- 
logical cabinets. 

Thb piece of scientific quackery, which the 
geologist had played off in order to have himself 
looked upon as a very great man among us, occa- 
sioned many days' amusement to the waggishly 
disposed ; but it is to this hour a very sore subject 
to the " lords of the mines." 
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LETTER XX. 

Our aborigines appear to be a cross between 
the Malay and Oriental negro of New Guinea, — 
their mouth, and the general contour of their face, 
partaking more of the former than the latter 
character. It is singular, that in Van Dieman's 
Land they should again approach nearer to the 
negro ; for considering that New Holland is inter- 
posed between New Guinea and Van Dieman's 
Land, you would naturally presume that its natives 
would partake most of the New Guinea negro 
appearance. If, however, we believe that the 
Oriental negroes of New Guinea formed originally 
the population of the greater portion of our Eastern 
islands, we may account for this anomaly by sup- 
posing the Malay tribes to have established them- 
selves upon the coast of New Holland in early 
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times, and that their descendants gradually rooted 
out or became blended with the aborigines. This 
hypothesis acquires strength from the fact that 
tribes nearly of a copper colour have been dis- 
covered in various parts of our continent, those at 
Port Macquarie being very savage and warlike, 
and much feared by the other natives, with whom 
they are commonly in a state of hostility. They 
ore in fact pronounced to be cannibals by the 
others, and such appears to be the opinion gene- 
rally entertained of all the mulatto tribes by their 
^Urker brethren ; for at Bathurst, where the tame 
of these distant mulatto tribes has reached, they 
are described by the natives as '' white fellow'' that 
-' kill and eat black fellow." Their hostility to the 
darker tribes may be accounted for from thei|r 
being more recent invaders. It is more feasible 
to ascribe the above as the cause of the difference 
between, the long frizzly-haired native of New 
Holland and the woolly-headed native of Van 
Dieman's Land, than to suppose that Van Dieman's 
Land had been peopled direct from New Guinea 
without the intervention of Australia. The New 
Zealanders> New Caledonians, and Friendly Island- 
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exBy are ikurka: than the tribes inhabiting the 
islands more distant fr0m New Gainea;^— those of 
the Masqnesas being about as :cleio>6dmpl9lio9ed 
mA the generality of European brunettes — whieb 
evidently shows that it is not cUmatey but a cross 
of the breed, that has occasioned this, inasmuch 
as the cold latitudes hare here the darkest and 
most woolly-headed inhabitants, sua we see in Van 
Dieman's Land and Chatham Idand to the soUth^ 
ward of New Zealand. 

Cannibalism, there is great reason to beUeve, has 
beea a very general custom among all nations in 
tike eariy stages of civilization, and doubtless 
brought about by the instinct of self-preservation* 
operating through war or famine. In Qtaheite, a 
period of scarcity is still denoniinated a '* man* 
eating season,'' and even among our runaway con* 
victs, cannibalism is by no means rare. This pracf 
tice pervades irregularly the greater portion of the 
Indian Archipelago. If my memory is correct, it 
exists in the Marquesas; it also existed in the 
Paumatoo islands, in the vicinity of Otaheite, pre- 
vious to their conversion to Christianity; — ijt exists 
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still in New Zealand in foil force, and among some 
of our own Australian tribes. The Argyle natives 
have been known to be cannibals since our . first 
communication with them, nor do they attempt to 
deny the practice. A very. intelligent individual 
in that county informed me, that he once looked 
into one of their gins' (wives') bags, and found the 
fleshy part of a man's thigh wrapped up therein. 
When I was residing at a friend's farm, about 
forty miles from Sydney, a party of the Argyle 
tribes called there, on their way downwards, after 
fighting with the Bathurst tribes, who had invaded 
their territory. One of the warriors, in answer to 
a question from me, held up his five fingers, to de- 
signate the number of the enemy they had killed : 
but it was not till some hours afterwards, that 1 
learned a female had made one of the number, her 
breast having been detected in one of the bi^ 
carried by the jffn^, which they unhesitatingly de^ 
dared it to be their determination to eat, saying 
that the remainder of. the woman had already, been 
devoured. This spectacle was* witnessed by at 
least twenty individuals upon the farm, and . there* 
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fare I could have no doiibt of the fact. The bones 
of the stockman lately killed in Argyle, were found 
by (Taptain Bishop clean picked. — It is curious^ 
that cannibalism, as far as I have heard in this 
quarter, exists only among the tribes where there 
are no hereditary chiefs, nor indeed, I may say, 
any uKiiyidaala posses^g authority, except what 
their own strength and bravery, and the attach- 
ment of their connexions, affords. The Mar* 
quesans, Paumatoo Islanders, New Zealanders, 
and New Hollanders, are . all of. this class : their 
form of government, such as it is, being purely 
repubUcaUy without distinction of rank. 

In no portion of our territory have our abori- 
gines made much progress in civilization, and in 
none less than within some hundred miles round 
Sydney ,~-*those to the north (and those to the 
south too, if we may believe accounts) materially 
excelling our old neighbours. At Port Ste^^ens, 
northerly, commences a better order of things among 
the tribes; something of chieftainship bring ap- 
para[it, and all of them building comfortable huts 
of tea-tree bark, capable of containing a number 
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of persons^ which they clean daily. The Port 
Stephens natives have in fact civilized in some re- 
spects those of Newcastle, by their mutual inter- 
course, for the latter are certainly a superior race 
to those of the interior, and very superior to those 
^bout Port JTackson. At Western Port, and other 
places southerly also, it is said that the natives 
construct comfortable huts and even villages to 
reside in, — a point wherein man appears first to 
elevate' and distinguish himself above the common 
brute creation ; but to this point our Cumb^land 
tribes have never yet attained, still contenting 
themselves with the shelter afforded by the en- 
chanted mansion of Hudibras, *^ "With roof of air 
and walls of wind," — ^a good fire, and a slip of baric, 
or bough, placed to windward for shelter, gratifying 
their most exalted wishes. Indeed, I have often 
«een them prefer the open air to the shelter of a 
hut even in a cold night, as was fully proved when 
Governor Macquarie humanely but unavailingly 
built a village for their residence, which was soon 
suflfered to fall into decay — King Boougarre ap- 
pearing to think very lightly of the governor's 
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jad^ent in providiag such a hamlet, by the con^ 
temptQOus shrug he gave in replying to a question 
^* bow he liked the houses?" ^'Murry boodgeree 
(very good)» massa, ^pose he rcUn.*" 

The natives throughout the county of Cumber- 
ittid have become so much dependent upon the 
whites, that without what they beg, earn, or steal> 
they could not well exist. The Sydney tribes live 
chiefly by fishing, being supplied with hooks and 
lines by individuals in the town, to whom they 
hnng all the fish they catch, receiving payment in 
old clothes, broad, and rum. 
. . The most disgraceful scenes of debauchery ori- 
ginating from the traffic in the last-mentioned 
acticle h^ve subsUted hitherto unrestrained, to 
which it is hoped our present excellent gover- 
nor will speedily put an end. Personal prosti- 
totion among ^hose associating with the whites is 
ciirried on to a great extent, the husbands dis- 
posing of the favours of their wives to the convict- 
servants for a slice of bread or a pipe of tobacco. 
The children produced by this intercourse are 
genefaUy sacrificed, as is also one of the childr^i in 
twin cases,— the husbands usually einforcing the 



30 LETTBirS.PROM ' 

death of the former, and want of sufficient suiste- 
nance compelling the mothers to kill the latter. On 
Boongarre being once remonstrated with for ailow-^ 
ing a woman to destroy a twin-child, he shrugged 
up his shoulders, and merely said, *' Bel bobd- 
geree (not good) hUl it pickaninny ^^^ but made no 
subsequent efforts to check the practice. . 

The women every where,' that I have seen, wrap 
themselves in some species of cloak made of 
opossum skins, pr else in a blanket, but the men 
walk carelessly, about quite naked, without be- 
traying the least shame ; even many at this day 
paradipg the streets of Sydney in natural costume, 
or with a pak of breeches probably dangling roond 
thepr necksy which the mod^t-meaning donor! in*- 
tended to be applied elsewhere. It is amusiug.to 
see the. consequential swagger of some of these 
dingy dandies, as they pace lordly up our streets, 
with a waddie twirling in their black paws. No 
Bond-Street exquisite could ape the great man 
b etter, for none are better mimics of thmr supe- 
riors ; our colonial cUmatused females mincing, it 
past these undraperied beaux ^ pr talking with them 
carelessly face to face, as if unconscious of their 
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nuclity ; — ^whJle the modest new-comers will giggle, 
blush, .cover their eyes with their fingers, and 
hurry . confusedly by. 

. All the natives round Sydney understand En- 
glish well; and speak it too, so as to be understood 
by residents. The Billingsgate slang they cer- 
tainly have acquired in perfection, and no white 
need think of competing with them in abuse or 
hard swearing, a constant torrent of which flows 
from their mouths as long as their antagonist 
remains before them; it is of no use for him 
to . reply, his words being quickly drowned in the 
roar of cursings and contemptuous appellations. 
I have often stood for a considerable time wit- 
nessing contests of this kind, our native satyrs in- 
variably forcing their opponents to retrograde, 
while the instant blacky perceives whity beating a 
retreat, he- vociferates after him — ** Gro along, you 
dam rascal ; go along, you dam scoundrel ; go along, 
you dam blackguard!" exalting his voice as his 
enemy retires. But should this volley of abuse 
provoke " white fellow'' to run up and oflfer 
to strike him, ** hlaeky^^ would dare him ** to the 
scratch,'' threatening him with the jail and Massa 
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Wenia,^ if he attempted it. The wisest course, 
perhaps, is to turn a. comer and get out of sight 
as quickly as possible, for even escaping into a 
house and shutting the door is no protection, as 
some of the most steely-tongued will sometimes 
halloo in at the window, or even through the key- 
hole, as long as they think you are in hearing. 
Their common practice of fighting amongst them- 
selves is still with the toaddie^f each alternately 
stooping the head to receive the other^s blows, un- 
til one tumbles down, it being considered cowardly 
to evade a stroke. Most of them, however, can 
'^ show off" in the true Belcher style ; and indeed 
I once witnessed a battle in the streets where the 
attitudes and squaring would have done honour to 
the London ring, many well-put-in blows too beings 
exchanged, though certainly there was much more 
chaffing than Jfghting in the case, — ^an active hu- 
morous little boy appearing to turn the whole into 
ridicule by dancing round and between the com- 
batants with uncouth grimaces and gestures, flou- 

* Mr. Wentwortb, police magistrate, 
t A sort of clab. 
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rishin^ his waddle and singing in accompaniment 
to his pranks. 

As beggars, the whole world will not produce 
their match. They do not attempt to coax 
you» but rely oh incessant importunity; follow- 
ing yon, side by side, from street to street^ as 
constant as your shadow, pealing in your ears 
the never-ceasing sound of ** Massa, gim me a 
dum ! massa, gim me a dum !" (dump). If you 
have the fortitude to resist firmly y on two or 
three assaults, you may enjoy ever after a life 
of immunity ; but by once complying^ you entail 
upon yourself a plague which you will not readily 
throw off, every gift only serving to embolden 
them in making subsequent demands, and with 
still greater perseverance. Neither are their 
¥rishes moderately gratified on this head^ — less 
than a dump (fifteen pence) seldom proving satis- 
factory. When walking out one morning, I acci- 
dentally met a young scion of our black tribes, on 
turning the corner of the house, who saluted me 
with ** Good morning, sir, good morning ;" to 
which I in like manner responded, and was pro- 
ceeding onwards^ when my dingy acquaintance 
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arrested my attention by his loud vociferation of 
" Top, sir, I want to peak to you." ^* Well, what 
is it?" said 1. "Why, you know, I am your 
servant, and you have never paid me yet/' " The 
devil you are !" responded I ; " it is the first time 
I knew of it,' for I do not recollect ever seeing 
your face before." ** Oh yes, I am your servant," 
replied he, very resolutely ; " dont I top about 
Massa 's, and boil the kettle for you some- 
times in the morning?" I forthwith put my hand 
in my pocket, and gave him all the halfpence I had, 
which I left him carefully counting, and proceeded 
on my walk ; but before advancing a quarter of 
a mile, my ears were again assailed with loud 
shouts of *' Hallo ! top, top !" I turned round, and 
observed my friend in " the dark suit" beckoning 
with his hand, and walking very leisurely toward 
me. Thinking he was despatched with some mes- 
sage, I halted, but as he walked on as slowly as if 
deeming I ought rather to go to him than he 
come to me, I forthwith returned to meet him ; 
but on reaching close enough, what was my asto- 
nishment on his holding out the halfpence in his 
open hand, and addressing me in a loud, gpnunbling. 
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demanding tone with — '^ Why this is not enough 
to buy a loaf! yoi& must give me more." *' Th^t 
buy half a loaf/' said 1, wheeling about and fe- 
suming my walk, not without a good many haid 
epithets in return from the kettle-boiler. 

Toward the Hawkesbury and Cow-pasture, the 
aborigines are not near so debased as around 
Sydney, and most of them will live in huts if they 
are built for them. Many of these too will work 
at harvest, and attend to other matters about the 
farm, having been brought up from infancy among 
the farming whites ; but their working is only by 
fits and starts, little dependence being to be placed 
thereon. Several are employed and paid as con* 
stables, and many now retained on clothes ^nd ra^ 
tions, in pursuance of Governor Darling's admi- 
rable regulations, 4br tracking thieves and bush- 
rangers, like all human beings similarly situated, 
whose existence depends on the acuteness of their 
extenml senses, they possess amazing quickness 
of eye and ear, tracing a man's footstep with per- 
fect ease through every description of country, 
provided it is only sufficiently recent and that no 
rain has fallen in the interval. They will guess, 

VOL. II. B 



98: . LETTERS PROM 

too, very oorreotly, how long the individual has 
passed, and tell whether it is the bare footstep of 
a white or a black man; by the nature of the im- 
pression. I even knew an instance where the 
tracker pronounced the robber to be knock-kneed ; 
and his surmise turned opt to be just. The thieves 
will often wade up rivulets, or set fire to the grass, 
to throw the natives off their track, so sensible are 
they. what vigilant pursuers they have to deal with ; 
'and if they cannot do this, they will separate and. 
make off in different routes, to confuse them. 

The Newcastle natives, and all the coast tribes 
northerly^ are docile^ obliging, and very willing 
tQ do occasional work, if it be not hard; but 
Johnny M^Gill, and Jemmy Jackass, from the 
l^ewcastle settlement, are certainly a remarkable 
exception to the general body, ias these individuals 
cleared ten acres of heavy-wooded land for the mis- 
sionary at Reid's Mistake as well and as quickly as 
pould be done by white people. These two na- 
tives, and another named Bob farref, accompanied 
Captain AUman, the former humane commandant of 
Port Macquarie, to that settlement, where he had 
been despatched to establish a penal station ; and 
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they proved of eminent service to him As bush-con- 
stables in tracing and apprehending runaways. 
CertainJy three more powerful intelligent men he 
coold not have selected^ and such good marksmeii 
were they, that every living thing would drop be- 
fore the muzzles of their pieces, nothing chagrining 
them more than missing their aim. Bob Barret 
pathetically laments to this day the snapping of 
his fusee at a desperate bush-ranger, at Port Mac- 
quarie, long a pest to the settlement, who through 
that mishap escaped for a time. Their names 
having been given to these tiiree men by the whites, 
they, like all our blacks, are proud to be known 
thereby, — the first request they make of a white, 
being, to rutme them. A brass or tin plate, with 
an inscription, is also a great desideratum in 
their eyes, to hang round their necks, - giving 
them much additional consequence in the esti- 
mation of their tribes ; but, as I have already 
said, no one possesses authority farther than 
what his own arm or greater intelligence can 
command. Most of them possess great powers 
of mimicry, bringing to your recollection as 
vividly the individuals they are imitating as if 
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the Idttet were stratfing in propria persona be* 
fore you ; whfle their drollery arid wit are often 
etfnsiderable^ and tliey apply Dicknames happily, 
thus denoniiQatiiig one gentlemen here, with a 
vny mofith, WuUywally — from that feature resent 
blihg a twisted fruit so called ; — ^another, wiQi aa 
impediment in his spieech, Coorakabundg (th^ 
fi^?)> fn^^ ^^^ peculiar articulation ; and a third 
Parentbdnff (^mu) from his singular walk. The 
^^tleinan with the wry mouth being commandant 
at one of the ont-settlements, the natives took it 
mtd their heiads that this was an esseniud of go^ 
rernorskip, and they could not contain their ast6<- 
lulslbnent on finding, upon inquiry, that the " cobawn 
(^^S) g<>hemor, had not mout so (screwing theirs 
into tiib appropriate shape), like the narang (little) 

gofaeifnor*" 

It wafs our good-humoured facetious Boongarre 
of whom the story is told about the mulatto child 
whith his jriit brought forth. If you ask Boongarre 
about it even now, he will shrug his Mulders, 
laugh heartily, and exclaim, "Oh yes! my g^n 
tatii too much white bread T accompanied by that 
sort of knowing humorous look which shows he 
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both understands and relisbos the import of the 
joke. 

These savages possess a natuial politeness^ and 
most of them soon leaiii to imprpve their omiage 
and manners by studying those of the better-bred 
among the whites ; while^ in a dign^kd smile and 
bow, none will exceed some of our dingy neigh* 
bours. They often display unoommon • tact and 
canning in the management ^ matters snttable to 
their owp interests, and will frequently outwit the 
mo&t wtiry* A young friend of mine happening 
by apcident to shoot a long-legged wader, named 
here a redbiU, (a frequenter of a pond m his 
f^ther^s property which he had been particularly 
desped not to harm,) hpd almost forgotten the 
^ireWMtanQe, till one day he was tasking a naiive 
about stealing some com, an offence which the lat** 
ter most stoutly denied; but my friend pushing the 
eTid^K^ so closely home that he was on the point 
of being silei»ed, his gin, who had been listening 
to the dialogue, (perceiviag her husband abont to 
be overpowered,) shouted out, " Ah Massa William, 
tpko shoot de redbill ? I tell you fader T thus 



90 LBTTBRS FROM 

tttrningthe tables, and forcing Massa WQtiam to 
compound matters for mutual advantage. 

Although I have now taken out upwards of six 
hundred convicts, of all descriptions, versed in 
every species of canning, address, and plausibility, 
yet none of that number ever exceeded in these 
particulars a bush acquaintance of mine On Hunt-^ 
er's Riv^, of the name of Ben. This fellow was 
really such a consummate knave, that he for a long 
while iihposed upon me as being one of the most 
open, candid, and staunch friends I had. He 
was ai| accomplished thief, and whenever he 
exercised that calling, would instantly run and 
acquaint me that^ticA^ another black had d(me iti 
telling, at the same time, the individual whom he 
had charged with the theft, that I Was goinff to 
shoot him, to make him run away and thus to 
convince me of the truth of the account : when at 
length detected in any instance, he would turn the 
thing off with so much nonchalance, that you were 
almost persuaded it was not his intention to steed. 
This man never for an instant lost his self-posses- 
sion, nor appeared offended with the charge you 
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made ; bat woukl coolly and quietly make Us de- 
claration of innocence, or innocent motives, as if 
he felt so conscious of his rectitude that all your 
reproaches could not anger him. I had frequently, 
at his solicitation, given him a loaded musket* to 
shoot a kangaroo for me : but Ben never yet suc- 
ceeded in this, having either missed or wounded 
them only — 'Some such excuse being always ready ; 
till, observing me invariably examine the piece, 
to ascertain if it had been discharged, aind seeinji^ 
that I would no longer be put off with such 
prevarication, he fell upon another plan* On 
his begging most fervently one day for the mufih 
ket, I at last assented, telling him if he fired this 
time and did not kill, he should never have the 
loan of it again. To this he agreed, and away 
he went, but returned in about three hours* de- 
claring be could see none, and coolly asked me for 
some wickeye (bread) and cudgel (tobacco) for his 
trouble, I sounded with the ramrod, and finding 
the charge stili in the barrel, forthwith complied^ 
with Ben*s request ; but a few days after, wishing 
to fire off the charge, the powder flashed so often 
in the pan, that I drew out the loading, and soon 
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Jmd aiy Wonder cleared up at its frequeat fladbiiigB, 
Xiiot^thstandiag all my prioking and priming,) an 
•^fiadiiig ^e load to eoDftist iniereiy of paper^ grass, 
^a&d small stones, so firmly nunmed togeth^ tii«t 
at yfas with great diffictilty I cqnld extract them! 
.1 found afterwards that my knave had shot a 
':ktaigar:QO every day whereon he had borrowed 
;the musket; but deemkig^the whoh better that) 
^^ha^*, had concealed them in the bush to b&d^- 
- vQured' at his leisure. This fellow po^esses great 
(influesce aiiiofig the neighbonring tribes, and fans 
rboen the principal leader and instigator of til die 
imurdera and robberies committed by tfa^n of late 
W Hunter's IliTer> 

They ai^ excellent marksmen when accustomed 
.to th0 m^ket* and dangerous subtle enemieB 
.wbep at variance with the whites, . as, from tbmr 
:quieknes^ of sight, they can detect instantly the 
;^aUest object, moving in the woods, and track 
rebdily almo;st every animal that perambulates the 
^forests. Therefore , it. is quite impossible to sur- 
prise th^m, at any time except early in the morn- 
ing, through the assistance of a native guide : while 
they can always steal in upon the whites, by 
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gtidUng from tree to tree ; for even when yon do 
see them, it is no easy matter to distingnish tbem 
tnm a burnt stick. They are fearful to attack tiie 
vintesy thongh ever so few in nnmber^ if armed 
miik musketSf knowing the nnerring destmetiye- 
nds i>f those weapons ; and the best way of re- 
taeai&Dg safely is, by only pointing the musket at 
ihtem, to keep them at bay, — ^as the moment it is 
fired, they rush in and spear their victim. Ihiring 
the harassing warfare with them in 1816, a stoek- 
man told me, that while watching his cattle, and 
amusing himself in carving a walking-stick, with a 
fine kangaroo dog beside. him, he was startled se* 
veral times by the loud snorting^ snuffing, and 
lestiessness of the herd, betokening somewhat 
j^sagreeable to them at hand ; bat although ex- 
amining carefully with his eye every object around, 
he could perceive no cause for their alarm, till a 
sudden whizz pomted out his cunning enemy, the 
spear passing him, and pricking his caninb com- 
paoion to the ground. The savages, who had 
closed upon him in a semicircle, as is their usual 
way^ gave a tremendous shout, and let fly a shower 
of spears, which he evaded by crouching behind 
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a tree ; and seizing his musket, he 4ept them from 
closing, retreating slowly toward home, till he 
saw a fair chance for a race, when bolting off, with 
the savages yelling at his heels, he gained a river, 
and crossed it by swimming, in defiance of them 
all. — ^The cattle have a particular dislike to the 
smell of them, as I have often seen these very res- 
tive, even when they could not see the object 
o( their olfactory antipathy; and whenever they 
meet with natives in the bush, they either run 
from them, snorting and kicking up their heels, or 
pursue them as if furiously mad, making them 
clamber up the trees with the nimbleness of mon- 
keys. 

In common with almost all savages, revenge 
with them is never satiated till quenched in the 
blood of an adversary. Like the Chinese, they 
are not particular about the person ; but if a white 
injures them, they generally satisfy their rage 
upon the first of that colour they can conveniently 
meet with. They know not, in their wild state, 
what it is either to forget or forgive; and when 
once they murder a white, always expect to be' 
retaliated upon for it, whatever appearances of 
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friendship the other whites may put oh, — ^still be- 
lieving they are yet to suffer, and that only fear or 
want of opportunity prevents a reprisal. Hence, 
until some of the tribe are killed by the whites, 
they never conceive themselves safe, ^nd usu- 
ally continue their murderings until, in retalia- 
tion, blood is expiated by blood. Throughout the 
county of Cumberland in 1816, and more lately 
at Bathurst, the most dreadful excesses were com- 
mitted by them till hunted down by bodies of sol- 
diers and settlers with the aid of other natives. 
Many, very many lives might have been saved, 
had timely and efficient means been adopted ; for it 
has been observed that the various tribes of sava- 
ges have always one time or other essayed a trial 
of strength with the whites, and when once fairly 
satisfied of their inferior power, live ever after- 
wards in perfect harmony with them. 

They had often, no doubt, just cause of hostility 
in the misconduct of the convict stockmen ; but as 
the innocent suffered equally with the guilty in 
their murderous assaults, and it was known that 
forbearance only rendered matters worse^ deter- 
mined means ought to have been instantly adopted 
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to crash the hostile confederacy. In the late mniv 
ders at Hiilater's River, however, their eot^duct 
,was marked by circumstances of the most cowardly 
.wanton atrocity. Mr. Gr&g, a Scotch aettler^ had 
located himself upon that river, about ninety irii)€» 
inland, and business calling him to Sydney, he left 
his cousin, the son of a dissenting clergyman ifi 
Fife, to manage ,his affairs, assisted by an Irish 
xonvict servant, lately arrived. Their remote in- 
sulated situation appears to have prompted the 
^blacks to the resolution of murdering these two 
•unfortunate mien, and plundering the premises. 
■With this view they approached in their usual 
friendly manner, and, while Mr. G. was .itting 
tipon a log^stool, dose to the hut*door, reading 
Burns's Poems, a tall, lame, viUanous-lookii^ ruf- 
"fian, named Nullan-pullan (or the beater), glided 
behind him with a tremendous club, and by a blow 
upon the back of the head plastered the floOT and 
wall of; die hut with his brains. The poems ap- 
peared to have shared a portion also, but what is 
lingular, were regained after being a month in 
podsession of the savages, without the destruction 
of a; single leaf. When discovered two days after, 
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Mr. 6.^8 skull was as clear of brains as if they had 
be^ Heked out by a dog, — supposed to hare been 
the work of these canidbals. • The servant was 
f<Nrad about sixty yards off, covered by a few bran- 
ches^ — the house being plundered of every thing 
Qseful to them» and the spofl divided equally 
among the tribes present. The sheep were all dis- 
covered pasturing near the place, watched by a 
faithful Scotch collie. Dreading pursuit, they set 
off immediately to pay a visit to the Richmond 
Macks, and on return to their old haunts, chased 
several mounted settlers on the Bulgar road, and 
paid a visit to a stock hut inhabited by three free- 
man, at Putty, to whom several of them were 
known. ' Here they reacted their former a;trocities, 
first cunningly borrowing the fowling-pieces on 
pretence of shooting a kangaroo, and setting one 
of their jftW (wives) to amuse and deceive their 
entertainers by sin^ng '* Johnny stays long at the 
fair ;" the' crafty wretch actually substitutbg the 
. name of the intended victim for the my, in '' to tie 
up my bonny Inrown hair." While the unfortunate 
man's attention was occupied by the wiles pf this 
she devil, one of the gang slipped behind and felled 
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him dead with his " waddie ;" the second white Be- 
ing assailed, beat senseless, and left for dead by 
the wretches outside of the hut ; — ^while the third, 
who witnessed the fate of his comrade, escaped t<i 
Richmond, and gave the alarm. 

A party of constables and soldiers was forthwith 
despatched to punish the murderers, and near the 
scene of these atrocities fell in with a recent native 
track, which was followed until a horde was dis- 
covered in a small valley. The party presented 
their pieces and ordered them to surrender, upon 
which they all jumped up and bounded into the 
woods ; but one bold fellow shamed a number of 
them to stop and give battle, fearlessly advancing 
in front, brandishing his spear, and shouting, 
<* Come on, white fellow — black fellow no jirrand " 
(afraid). While in the act of throwing at a soldier^ 

he was, however, wounded by a constable, when 
all started off yelling in chorus together. Wish- 
ing to secure one of the group to obtain informa- 
tion, a female with a child on her shoulders was 
pursued, as the most likely to be caught, and here 
a striking instance of parental affection was dis- 
played. Though she must have expected to be 



NEW SOUTH WALES. 89 

shot eyery instant^ and even in case of being taken 
to die, in conformity with their own customs, yet 
she nobly determined to lisk her own life to save 
that of her infant, and ran on with it, screaming 
to the father for help. At length, exhausted by . 
her efforts, she sank with her load in a soft 
mardi, and all hope appeared to be vanished, when 
the infant's father suddenly made his appearance 
on the brow of an adjacent height, in fearless 
defiance of his enemies, and announced his pre- 
sence by a loud shout. On seeing succour near, 
she quickly pushed the child along toward its fa* 
ther, who encouraged it, by cheering shouts and 
dapping of the hands, to approach him ; while the 
little creature, as if aware of its danger, clambered 
up the face of the hill with amazing rapidity, 
mounted its father's shoulders, and both quickly 
vanished in the woods. It turned out afterwards 
that this was unfortunately a friendly tribe, who 
had nothing to do with the murders, although in 
company with the others after the deeds were 
done, but from the female they gleaned all the re- 
quisite information regarding the guilty gang. The 
two whites were found in the hut, one quite dead,, 
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bot the other sufficiently seni^ble to give a clear 
account of the whole affair. 

You must never strike one of the wild natives, un^ 
familiarized to Europeans, even if you detect theni 
in theft,— or they will rev eng^e: themselves by taking 
your life some tiihe 6r other if you do not tho- 
roughly pacify them ; for in their barbarous state, a 
man's life is as little thought of as that of a butter- 
fiy ; nor must you either show fear or blustei' 
ever them, when you are in their power, both tend- 
ing to make them put you to death, but look and 
act with cool determination, and as if you placed 
the most perfect confidence in them. — If you mis^ 
represent any thing, either, which falsity they af- 
terwards detect,— or make a proihise which you 
do not keep, they will never confide in you again. 
They possess some feelings of superstition, — for it 
can scarcely be called religion, since it neither in- 
fluences them to the commission of good actions 
nor deters them from the perpetration of bad. 
They believe in a good spirit, which they call 
Koyan, and in an evil spirit named Potoyan. The 
former is held to watch over and protect them from 

* 

the machinations of the latter^ and to assist in re- 
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storing the chUdren which the other decoys, Ip 
devoar. They first propitiate Koyan by an offer- 
iog of spearSy then set out in queist of the lost 
dbild; which if they jdiscover, Koyan of cotuse 
obtains the credit, but if it is not to be found* they 
infer that something has been done to incur his dis^ 
pleasure. Fotoyan strolls about after dark seeking 
for his.prey, but is afraid to approach a fire* which 
serves as a protection against him; therefore they 
are neither fond of travelling aft^er dark, nor of 
sleeping without a fire beside them. The Sydney 
blacks make a large, fire acid sleep atound it, but in 
the interior they coil themselYes singly round one 
which you might put in the crown of your hat* 
, Potoyan is provoked, however, if you iswing a 
fiery stipk round ! " Dont,. dont T the timid Ones 
will say, " Devil — devil come !" his.usoid mode of 
announcing his approach b^ng ;by. a law ocmtinu- 
^8 whistle, Uie a gentle breesse singing thrnvgk 
the branches of a. tree, which Potcryan's whistle 
doubtless is. A gentleman at Newcastle took ad« 
vantage once of this circumstance to clear his ve^ 
randa of a group of these believers in the powers 
of Potoyan, who had huddled together in it for the 
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night, but were keeping both themselves and th« 
proprietor in sleepless purgatory by the incessant 
and discordant clacking of their tongues. Seeing 
no likelihood of getting rid of this annoyance, he 
slipped gently to the window, opened it quietly, 
and quavered forth Potoyan's portentous whistle. 
A confused low muttering was first heard, th^i 
followed a deadly silence, as if all ears were es^erly 
listening to make out the sound ;— when again 
tuning his pipe, up they started and bolted nimbly 
off, never making a bed-chamber of the same v^ 
randa again ! Though brutal often to each otb^, 
and killing without ceremony their new-born chil- 
dren when means of support, are denied, yet 
those they do rear are tended with great aSection, 
and their sorrow for the loss of relations, though 
brief, is acute. 

They are not over delicate in their food at any 
time, but more particularly when hunger presses ; 
grubs, snakes, stinking whales, and even vermui, 
being then all eagerly gobbled up, — so that when 
^very other resource fails, like the monkey tribe 
they pick their breakfasts off each other. In 
hunting the kangaroo, emu, and opossum, they 
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dnplay great qtiiokness of sight and sagacity, often 
walking' up close to the two former by dodging 
frdm tree to tree, and spearing them befbre they 
are aware of the vicinity of their enemy. — On pass- 
iBg through the wood, they examine every tree 
with a hole or hollow limb in it, and also all the ad** 
jaoent trees, for marks of the opossom's claws ; 
becaiese the opossums often run up a neighbouring 
tree and jump to the one wherein their retreat is, 
to avoid being traced^ On the claw-marks being 
discerned, they climb up by successive notches in 
the bark, to place the great toe in ; and reaching 
the hole, probe it with a long stick, the feel of 
which when it reaches the bottom of the hole tefUs 
tiiem whether there is an opossum there or not. 
If they cannot now reach the opossum with their 
hand, they cut a hole a little way above it, then 
probe well again, to make it hide its head, thrust 
in liieir hand, and seizing the animal by the tail, 
pull it out, and kill it by a swinging dash against 
the trunk of the tree. 

They are very fond of having their hair cropped 
by a white, on account of the comparative quick- 
ness and ease with which the scissors perform the 
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op^ration^ to their msual instrmnj^t — sl shell. On 
my first taking up my abode in the vicinity of 
f ome tribes in a great measure imacquainted tvilh 
JBoropeans, I had frequently this ceremony to per^ 
form> to amuse them^ and get rid of their impor- 
iunities; and whenever afterwards I chatiGed to 
meet tb^n in the woods, they would .shout loudly 
as soon as they saw me» and pat their heads, to 
show they were my old . friends by the token of 
their cropped polls. Some were excessively alarmed 
an .my showing them their fane in a gla$s, one old 
majA looking sf» oomoally grave and terri^ed/ that 
I c0uld not help laugfaiug ; and opening my mouth, 
;I made a bite at his visionary head, as if going 
jto snap it off, when he gav)e a sig^ and a shiva^-e 
tttmiiig on one side to avoid the dight^ bat ma- 
king no attempt to run away. I than tucned the 
glas3 constantly toward his face, wfaidiever way 
he. twisted himself; when, as if to hide from 
the terrible apparition before him, he shut his ^yes 
determinedly, as though he would squeeae them 
into his head, shivering Uke a man in an ague- 
fit all the while, and giving a cautious wink every 
now and then to ascertain If the goblin was gone ! 
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aod there I stood in&. umiimg lips and he 
diatteriiig teeth for .a fiibute's space, till anothw 
Qi^Te smoothed dxnm his fears ; bat the' ahxioiia 
htttried look and forced hoarpe laugh he afterwards 
gave when taking aiiotber peep, showed how Uttl^ 
he telished the visimi. 

From: their natnml filthiness, the women so<m 
becQine diseased with goMrrhoea, and propaigate 
this infections malady among the oonvict-jserrants 
who cohalnt with them. I have often obserred 
the men, too, labouring under eruptions of the 
skin resembling syphilis, and open tumours also in 
tbm groins apparently of the same nature ; but 
time with thein cures all disorders. I observed a 
man wlio had a stump sticking in his foot, to dig 
n bole and bury the wounded memb^ in the soft 
oUMst earth before extracting the foreign body,^— * 
ft sort of sorty substitute for a poultice. 

They are lively, good-^hnmoured, inquisitive, and 
intelligent; and are found to acquire the know^ 
ledg» ef leiiding, writing, Sec., almost as expertly 
as Europeans. If their intellectual functions, then, 
are thus so far above debasement, how is it that 
the fd>jeet animal state in which they live» and 
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their great and glaring deficiency in all the asefnl 
mechanical arts (in comparison with other savages); 
should place them at the very zero of civilizatioii, 
constituting in a measure the connecting link be- 
tween man and the nionkey tribe? — for really some 
of the old women only seem to require a tail to 
complete the identity : while the manner in which 
I have seen these aged beldames scratch them^ 
selves, bore such a direct analogy ^ to the same 
operation among the long-^tailed fraternity, that I 
Gould not, for the life of me, distinguish the dif- 
ference. Most of our aborigines, however, are -far 
from ugly ; nay, many of the young of both sexes 
are tolerably handsome ; but as for the old women, 
they are absolute frights. We may, I think, in 
a great measure impute their present low state of 
civilization, and deficiency in the mechanical arts, 
to the nature of the country they inhabit, the kind 
of life they lead, and the mode of government they 
live under. 

Civilization depends more upon the circum- 
stances under which man is placed than upon any 
innate impulse of his own, — the natural inclinations 
of man tending toward the savage state, or that 
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id which food is procured with the least possible 
effort ; — there being something so irresbtibly cap- 
ttTating in a wild, roaming life of this description, 
that few who have made the trial ever relish civi- 
lised society thoroughly again. It is only neces- 
sity that urges mankind to congregate in fixed 
habitations, and raise their food by the sweat of 
their brow ; for if it cpuld still be procured in as 
easy a way by civilized Europeans as by our uncul-^ 
tivated tribes, the European woods would soon 
abound with creatures nearly as rude and idle as 
our natives. 

Here, though game and other articles of suste* 
nance in the in'terior woods be tolerably abun- 
dant, yet they are so scattered that the natives 
must be constantly on the move from place to place 
to obtain them ; so that fixed residences would be 
impracticable : while from this constant shifting, the 
lighter their baggage is, the more expeditiously 
can they move along, and consequently only the 
most common and most useful utensils are carried 
with them. 

The New Zealauder is obliged to form a fixed 
jresidence, cultivate yams and sweet potatoes, and 
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breed hogs, for his support ; because the woods do 
not afford him sufficient game wherewith to main-^ 
tain life ; he ornaments his huts with carved cups 
and other useful appendages, to amuse his leisure 
hours, and serve, as objects of pride, to look at. 
Our Australian tribes, however, find sufficient 
amusement in the constant shifting of scene in 
pursuit of their necessary food, while by means of 
their perpetual wars and the practices of spear* 
throwing, child-murder, and concubinage, they 
keep down population ; obtaining their livelihood 
thus easily through their diminutive numbers by 
roaming through the woods. They are never 
driven to the necessity of congregating, and sup- 
plying their wants by artificial means, like the na- 
tives of most of our southern islands. 

It is, I repeat, the necessity springing from over- 
grown population, and difficulty in obtaining food, 
except by artificial means, that first drives man 
into taking up a fixed abode: but here neither of 
these causes operates; those natives at all ap- 
preaching to the character of " livers under roofs,** 
being the inhabitants of some portions of the sea- 
eoast, where fish and oysters so abound as to 
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afford them a coqstant supply of food for the 
greater portion of the year^ admitting them thn^ 
to remain for a considerable period at one spot, 
and inducing them to construct habitations for that 
period to shelter themselves in. ^ 

The mode of their government^ however, is I 
think by far the most insuperable bar to ' their 
civilization; and I know of no savages living in 
the same, state, who have as yet readily been ex- 
alted above the debased condition in which they ' 
were originally found. The first. symptom of 
advancement in a savage body is the establish- 
ment of chiefs, either elected or hereditary, . to. 
whom all pay submission, and to whose protection 
they trust their persons and properties. But here 
no such institution exists ; might alone constitutes 
right; and. as, consequently, the. weak and indus-' 
trious have no protection for their property against' 

' the strong and lawless, they have no inducement' 
to accumulate that which may draw down violence 
ufon their persons. In primitive communities, 
generally speaking, the chiefs must be Jiereditaty, 

I and must have acquired power to control' the. 
others, before much improvement can take place ; 
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wheiiy if these chiefs exercise their power with 
justice, and secure the inviolalnlity of persons and 
property, industry will soon be encouraged, and 
Tarious useful arts originated. If in this state of 
embryo advancement, a chief of ability starts up 
who employs the resources of his mind in the ame- 
Uocation of his people, the society he governs will 
proceed far more rapidly. 

The North American tribes form an apt illus- 
tration of these observations, — the chiefs being mere 
advisers, as it were, possessing no power to enforce 
their counsel, and consequently no means of break- 
ing up the old )Kivage habits of the tribes, and 
impelling them onwards in the path of civilization. 
The New Zealanders form an apter illustration 
still; no chieftains, either elected or hereditary, 
existing among them to enforce obedience in the 
oanimunity, the only sort of control admitted by 
lite tribes bdxig similar to that exercised over 
predatory banditti by their leader; for although 
qpossionaries have now been fifteen years among 
them, the New Zealand tribes continue to this day 
as baibarous as when tboslB *' worthy men'' first 
took up their abode among thb cannibal race. 
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Yet what a contrast do the tribes of the same 
nation now exhibit in the other South-Sea islands, 
under a more effective system of government ! 

At Otaheite, the Sandwich islands, and the 
varioos other South-Sea groups now christian- 
ized, the missionaries, by securing the good will 
of the absolute kings and chiefs, and gaining 
them over to their opinions, not only secured their 
own persons and property, but ultimately obtained 
able assistants in converting and civilizing the body 
of the people, A degree of force we find to be 
absolutely necessary to urge man toward civili- 
zation, in his primitive debased state, and cause 
him to break up those habits he had acquired. It 
is only when the mind is more enlightened, and 
reason supersedes animal instinct, that civilizaticm 
will steadily advance among the community by the 
exertions of individual members. In countries, 
therefore, where absolute hereditary chiefs exist, 
you have only to gain them over to forward youif 
views ; but in countries differently circumstanced, 
you must absolutely secure the young, wean them 
from parental influence, and infuse into them new 
ideas and opinions before you can make much pr6« 
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gross. ' We had an institution here^ in Governor 
Macquarie's time, where the native children were 
educated, and turned out of it at the age of pu- 
berty good readers and good writers ; but being all 
associated together, and their native instincts and 
ideas still remaining paramount, they took to their 
old habits again as soon as freed from thraldom« 
Major Goulbum saw the defects of this system 
when he had the direction of colonial affairs, and 
wisely broke up this institution, quartering the 
boys in the Male and the girk in the Female 
Orphan Asylum, where, mixing with a numerous 
population of white children, thqy will gradually 
imlnbe their ideas, and manners and customs too ; 
and if care is only taken to provide them with hu- 
mwe masters, no doubt good effects will result* I 
haye seen some native youths who made very to- 
lerable servants for knife-cleaning and such-like, 
even . although taken into the house after being 
grown up; but fixed occupations will probably 
H^ver, answer,^ for the first and second generations 
of 'the«f0 yoimg savages, at least ; the wild feeling 
inhfrpnt in them must have time to wear out. 
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LETTER XXI. 



Our colonial-born brethren are best known hei^ 
by the name of Currency, in contradistinction' to 
Sterling, or those bom in the mother-country. The 
name was originally given by a facetious paymaster 
of the seventy-third regiment quartered here,— ^thfe 
poond currency being at that time inferior to the 
pound sterling. Our Currency lads and lasses-are 
a fine interesting race, and do honour to the coun* 
try whence they originated. The name is a suffi-* 
dent passport to esteem with all the well-informed 
and right-feeling portion of our population ; but it 
is most laughable to see the capers some of *our 
drunken old Sterling madonnas will occasionally cut 
over their Currency adversaries in a quarrel. It 
is then^ *' You saucy baggage, how dare you set 
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up your Currency crest at me? I am Sterling^ and 
that rU let you know T 

To all acquainted with the open manly simpli- 
city of character displayed by this part of our po^ 
pulation, its members are the theme of universal 
praise ; and, indeed, what more can be said in their 
fayour, than that they are little tainted with the vices 
so prominent among their parents ! Drunkenness is 
almost unknown with them, and honesty prover- 
bial 4 the few of them that have been convicted 
having acted under the bad auspices of their pa- 
rents or relatives. They grow up. tall and slen- 
der, like the Americans, and are generally remark- 
aUe for that Gothic peculiarity of fair hair and 
blue eyes which has been noticed by other wri- 
tes. Their comjdexions, when young, are of a 
rdddish saUow, and they are for the most part 
easily distinguishable -—even in more advanced 
jeavsr-^from those born in England. Cherry cheeks 
are not accompaniments of our climate, any more 
than' that of America, where a blooming com- 
plexion will speedily draw upon you the observa- 
tion, *' Tou are from the old country, I see !" 

The young females generally lose their teeth 
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early also, liketke Americans aod West Indians,--^ 
this calamity always commencing aboat the period 
of.paberty: it may possibly be ascribed to the 
elknatizing process, as we see nearly all plaiits and 
animals suffer ccmsiderafale change in appearance 
on transplantation to a different latitude: we may 
therefore hope this defect will subside when a few 
generations have passed away. *^ The Currency 
lads'' is now a popular standing toasts since it 
was given by Major €roulbum at the Agricultural 
dinn^, while '* The Currency lasses'' gives name 
to one of ottr most favourite tunes. 

Hie young men of low rank are fonder of bind^ 
11^ themselves to trades, or going to. sea, than 
passing into the employ of the settlers, as regular 
farm-servants. This no doubt lorises. partly from 
their unwillingness to mix with the convicts so uni-* 
versally employed on farms, partly fn>m a sense of 
pride ; for, owing to-convicts being hitiierto abaost 
the sole agricultural labourers, th^ naturally look 
iqpon that vocation as degrading in the same man-^ 
ner as white men in slave coloiiies regard watk of 
any kind, seeing that none but slaves ifo work* It 
is partly this same pride, as much as. the hostile 
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sentiments instilled into them by their parents^ 
that makes ' them so utterly averse to fill the sita- 
ation of petty constables, or to enlist as soldiers. 
. The young girls are of a mild-tempered, modest 
disposition, possessing much simplicity of cha* 
racter; ai^l/like all children of nature, credulous* 
and easUy led into error. The lower classes are 
anxious to get into respectable service, from a laud- 
able wi^h to be independent, and escape from the 
tutelage of their often profligate parents ; — ^and lilt'e 
the '^braw Scotch lasses,'' love to display their 
pretty curly locks, tucked up ' with tortoisesheli 
combs — and, slip-shod or bare^footed, trip it mer- 
rily along. They make generally very good ser* 
vants, their wages varying from 10/. to 15/. per 
annum. They do not commonly appear to class 
chastity as the veryJirH of virtues, which circum- 
stance arises partly from their never being tutored 
by their parents so to consider it, but more espe- 
cially from never perceiving its violation to retard 
marriage. They are all fond of frolicking in the . 
water, and those living near the sea can usually 
swim and dive like dab-cbiek$* 
The Currency youths are w^^rmly attached to 



NEW SOUTH WALBS. 57 

didr couutrjy which they deem unsurpassable, and 
few ever visit England without hailing the day of 
their return as the most delightful in their lives ; 
while almost every thing in the parent-land sinks in 
relative value with similar objects at home. Indeed, 
when comparing the exhilarating summer aspect of 
Sydney, with its cloudless sky, to the dingy gloom of 
a London street, no wonder a damp should be cast 
over the ethereal spirits of those habituated to the 
former; and who had possibly been led into ex- 
travagant anticipations regarding London, by the 
euloginms of individuals reluctantly torn from its 
guilty joys. A young Australian, on being once 
asked his opinion * of a splendid shop on Ludgate . 
Hill, replied, in a disappointed tone, ^'It is not 
equal to Big Cooper^s,^ (a store-shop in Sydney,) 
while Mrs. Rickards' Fashionable Repository is 
believed to be unrivalled, even in Bond Street.* 
Some of them, also,' contrive to find out that the 
English cows give kss milk and butter than the 
Australian, and that the choicest * Newmarket 
racers possess kss beauty and swiftness than /tc- 
nius. Modus, Currency Lass, and others of Aus- 
tralian turf pedigree; — ^iiay, even a young girl; 
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when asked how she would like to go to Eng^ 
land, replied with gfeat naivete^ ** I should be 
afraid ^o go, from the nnwiber of thiBves there," 
doubtless conceiving Eagland to be a downright 
hi¥e of such, that threw off its annual swarms to 
people the wilds of this colony. Nay, the very 
ipdiserable-looking trees that cast their annual coats 
of bark, and present to the eye of a raw European 
the appearance of being actually dead, I have 
heard praised as objects of incomparable beauty ! 
and I myself, so powerful is habit, begin to look 
upon them pleasurably. Our ideas of beauty i^re, 
in truth, less referable to a natural than an atrti-^ 
^»a/ standard, varying m e¥ery country acccH^ding 
to what the eye has been habituated to, and fa^ion 
prescribes. 

' The youths generally marry early, and do not 
seem to relish the system of concubinage so popular 
among their SterUpg br«thr^i here. In their amo- 
rous flirtations, I cannot find that they indulge in 
exchai^e of love-tokens> mementos of roses, shreds 
(tf ribbons, broken sixpences, and the like tender 
reminiscences, fashionable among the melting strip- 
lings of humble birth in England ; the only ap- 
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proach to these antique customs wiinessed by me, 
eonsistiog of a hock of pickled pork and a poan4 
of sixpemiy sugar, conveyed by way of S€qf to un- 
dermine the iay^egnable fortress reared \>y the 
yirtue of one of our Newgate mms ; but whether 
in accordance to colonial custom, or to minister to 
AehA'fs re&ued pendumt for such delicacies,*! 
cannot take upon me to decide^ 

A number of the slang phrases cunrent in St. 
Crtles's Greek bid fair to become legitimatized in 
the dictionary of this colony : plant, swag, puUmg 
up, and other epithets of the Tom and Jerry sdiori, 
are established— the dross passing here^ genuine, 
cTen among all ranks, while the native word Jir- 
rcmd (afraid) has become in some measure an 
adopted child, and may probably puzzle our future 
Johnscms with its U9ide derivatur. In our police- 
dfficea, the slang words are taken regularly down 
in examinations, and I once saw a little urobin not 
exceeding ten years patter it in evidence to thet 
bench with the most perfect fluency. Among the 
lower classes, these terms form a part «f every 
coounon conversation; and the children eonse- 
quently catcb them. An acquaintance in Van 
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Dieman's land, who had'Qrd^ed his eldest boy to 
give up a plajthiiig to a^^unger, only a week 
after smval, was puzzled to nu^e out the mean- 
ing of the latter,' on its afterwan|s runmug in to 
him and' calling opt/ ** Pa ! Bill has planted it '' 
(hid it). In addition to this, the London mode of 
pronundafion has been duly ingrafted on the col- 
loquial dialect of our Currency youths, and even 
the better sort of them are apt to meet your obser- 
vation of ** A fine day," with their improving re- 
sponse of ^' Wery fine indeed !" This is accounted 
for by the number of individuals from London and 
its vicinity, who speak in this manner, that have 
becoftie i^endents in 'the colony, and thus stamped 
the language of the rising generation with their 
unenviable peculiarity — an explanation according 
with all p^t experience* In the north of Ireland, 
Scotch, superstitions, Scotch prudence, and Scotch 
pronunciation, still strongly mark the majority of 
the people, though that portion of the country 
was settled two centuries ago by emigrants only 
partly frmi :Seotknd* To • similar ' causes may be 
traced the various tones and expressions now pre* 
vaknt. in the UnilM States. Thus the nasal 
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twang generally canent there is doobitless derived 
ftom the PuritaB ancestors of New England, who 
would 

t 

*^ Qnarrel with miooe-pies, and disparage 
Their best and dearest friend plam-porridge ; 
Fat pig, and goose itself oppose, 
And blaspheme cnstard through the non^* 

The last-mentioned mode of dbparagement may 
be said chiefly to arise from cnstard being too /^ro- 
ftme a word to pollute the mouth with; but even 
at the present day this same twang is looked upon 
as a peculiar recommendation by the evangelicals. 
Look also at the scriptural names which all the 
New Englanders still bear, from a proper selec* 
tion of which as godly-named a parliam^it as the 
" old rump^' might yet be formed. 

As an instance of this inheritance of pronuncia- 
tion ; — I once met with a family of the name of 
Carr, in Upper Canada, of the third or fourth 
genisration from Irish parentage, whose tongues 
had as fluent a tip of the brogue as if they had 
newly eloped from the bogs, occasioned by their 
being bom in a part of the Stales or^pnally settled 
from Ireland. A span (pair) of horses is a com« 
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mon expression through all the state oiNem York, 
and even as far as Upper Canada, originatbg from 
the Dutch portion of their ancestry, as I had aftejc^ 
wards an opportunity of proving by finding the 
same terms current at the Cape. Thus too the 
expressions *' I guess/' " I calculate/' and " tar- 
nation/' are all common English provincialisms, 
and may be found in the common parlance of 
Suffolk. I recollect a party of us laughing at 
an American landlord who brought in a jug of 
water and apologized for its being so rilty. We 
had unwittingly deemed this an American-coined 
word, till one of the p^rty defclared it to be his own 
native Devonshire, I once heard an American 
from Gape Ann use the w as pertly and fluently as 
a cockney while clamouring about his wittals. 
The Irish way too of pronouncing sea and tea is 
also of fkigli^ provincial origin, and appears even 
to have heean in fashionable use in the time of Dry- 
den, and of Pope, who thus speaks (if T recollect 
rightly) in the Rape of the Lock : 

And thou grent Anna, wbom three realms obey. 
Dost sometimes cottosel take — and sometimes tea i 

and Pope luid too line an ear and too finical a taste 
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Qot to attend purticnlarl; to the. exaot sounding of 
the rhymes :-<^sucb jingles constantly occur in Dry- 
den's JEneid. 

Our Currency lads are noted for spirit and 
oonrage as veil as for great clannishness ; — if a 
sohlier quarrels with one/ the whole hive sally to 
his aid ; and often have they turned out at Christ- 
mas-time» and on St. Patrick's day, and beat the 
redcoats, fairly into the barracks^ — bludgeons, brick- 
bats '' three-year olds/''*'' and fists, being all legal- 
ized in these tum-^ps, Sets-^to between Currency 
urdbins may frequently be witnessed in the streets, 
attended by their seconds ! on whose knees they 
drop at the termination of each round, and who 
eagerly mop their . little bloody faces with their 
shirt-sleeves, and on time being called, jirk them 
off again with loud shouts of encouragement. 

Many old pastimes of the English are kept up with 
great glee by their lively descendants here, such as 
Christmas carols and Guy Faux mummeries ; num- 
bers of our young Currency sprouts, in their motley 
equipments, jingling out the various rhymes on 

* An Irish terip for a three-pound stone. 
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these occasions with as m»eh dfoUery and glee as 
the most perfect English adept. 

Scientific miUs often take place, aho, between 
lads of the fancy y for prise purses ; and when it is 
Sterling against Currency, it is observed that ster- 
ling is generally at a discount before the winding* 
np of the set-^to. On landing iff Sydiiey during a 
Sunday in 1821, I encountered crowds of people 
posting hurriedly along our main street in loud and 
eager conversation; and thinking they had just 
escaped from ch.«,h. pricked up my ears to hear 
their opinion of the sermon ; — when, lo ! the whole 
discussion turned out to be about the merits of a 
fight on the Suney hills they had just returned 
from witnessing. This paid no ccmipliiaeot to the 
activity of the police of that day, but ** nutters are 
now ordered differently in Denmark." — ^Whatever 
faults however may be found with the practiice of 
pugilism, it is certainly a science which ought at least 
not to be discouraged ; and when we contemplate the 
eager attempts of the ** Praise God Barebones'' of 
our time to put down this and every other manly 
or light-hearted amusement long prevalent among 
the people, we ought to pause^ before we sane* 
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tim, even with our silence^ their heedless preeipi* 
tation. 

It is curious to observe how diflfereotly people 
il^ink, according as differ^it customs have swayed 
their minds. While living in France at the 
house. of an intelligent French surgeon, just 
as the dinner was carrying ofl* the taUe, he 
ohserved that he had been reading in a French 
paper of a boxing-match in England (origpuiating 
in a quarrd), wherein one of the combatants 
had been killed; ending his narrative with '^Oh 
what a brutal practke I why does not the govern* 
m^ put a stop. to these things ?" I replied, tiiat 
booting was a. practice of the highest antiquity, 
even reachiog up to the time of Homer ! that it 
served to fonn a manly peculation, and breed them 
up to contempt of danger; that the man who 
could beat another with his fists, would never 
scruple to meet him with a gun and bayonet ; and 
h^iee the superiority of the English over the 
Frenok at these weapons : ** for," said I, smiling, 
"as an Englishman knows he can beat three 
Frmcfamen with his fists, he concludes likewise 
that he can manage as many with the bayonet also. 
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But/' added I» ** every nation has its peculiar 
method of settling private disputes : pistolling ii6 
the mode practised among the English gentlemen, 
and boxing among the lower orders* Small-sword, 
I see, is the custom with the French gentry ; how 
then do the canaille decide their quarrels ?" Si- 
lence reigned for awhile, each looking confusedly 
at the other, puzzled, as I readily perceived, 
what to answer, till a young lady exclaimed, 
tittering, " Avec le couteau." " Oh, very well," 
said I, seizing, as I spoke, a table-knife in my 
left fist, and presenting it as if to run my medical 
friend through the body, while I threatened his 
visage with my firmly-elenched r^ht ;^— ** now, 
which do you prefer ? a blow on the face with f Am, 
or this through your bowels ? Speak, phUantkro* 
pist, speak !'* I never afterwards heard another 
syllable about the brutality of English boxing. 
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LETTER XXII. 



It is as pleasing as surprising to look back to 
the p^od of the foundation of the colony • by Go- 
vernor Phillips, in 1788, a period of only thirty- 
eight years, and contemplate the wonderful changes 
that" have been wrought by the labour* of the out- 
easts thrust by England from her bosom, to expiate 
their offences on these remote shores. It could 
scarcely have been conceived by the first founders 
that, in transplanting a few incorrigible criminals 
into the wild woods of Australia, sixteeti thousand 
miles distant from their native homes, the seeds 
of a mighty empire shonld have been sown, which 
even at this day far exceeds, in rapidity of pro- 
gress toward riches and power, any founded on 
the American continent. Taking the events most 
worthy of record in the colony in chronological 
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order, we find that tbe first landing was made on 
the 26th of January, 1788 ; a day still celebrated 
by an anniversary dinner of the respectable inbar- 
bitants, and which it is fervently hoped will never 
be forgotten, — as calculated to interest and encou- 
rage us by comparison of what yf{e were with what 
we are, and likewise to strengthen our bond of 
union with the land of our forefathers. It is, be- 
sides, extremely curious to trace en intelligenty 
spuited, and well-principled population to sourcea 
so impure as the many criminals who have been 
outlawed hither, and whose offspring (althougb 
numerous highly-respectable fr^e settlers have 
come to Australia) still form the majority of ovat 
Currency people. Those offenders have thus atoned 
to society by so valuable a legacy, good being pror 
duced from evil, and the nativo wilderness con- 
verted into an Eden. 

In December, 1789, (one year from the founda* 
tion of the colony,) the first harvest was reaped at 
Paramatta : in 1790, the first settler, James Rusi3» 
took possession of his land : in 1791, twelve pri- 
soners were located upon the Hawkesbury, who, 
in 1798, supplied twelve hundred bushels of com 
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to the public stores, being the first purchase of 
eofonial grain made by the goyemment : in 1796, 
the ^r«f 'play was performed : in 1808, the first 
newspaper (Sydney Grazette) was printed ; — ^and the 
firtt suicide occurred in the same year by a man 
hanging himself in jidl : in 1805, ^e first colonial 
ressel was built by Mr. James Underwood: in 
1806, iia^ first great Hawkesbury flood happened, 
wheat rising to eighty shillings per bushel and 
bread to 2^. 9{f . per pound, while a bushel of seed- 
maize realized the enormous sum of 7/. : in 1810 
was the first general muster of the population, 
stock, and cultivated land ; in this year, too, the 
fifit toll-gates were built, caterpillars first made 
th^ appearance, Sydney streets were regulated 
and named, wedLly markets established there, and 
^ first pubKc races instituted : in 1818, the^r^f 
fair was held in the colony, at Paramatta : in 1817, 
^ first bank (Sydney Bank) was established : in 
1818, the^r^ erim. con. case tried : in 1820, jifrjf 
colonilil tobacco sold : in 1825, first book ('* Bush- 
by on "Vineyards") reviewed, (a premium for which 
review was given) ; in this year, too, the first 
breach of promise of marriage (Cox versus Payne) 
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came before our colonial courts : and in 1698^ the 
first public concert was held. 

Such is the brief medley of our first deeds and 
ovLV first fruits, in ^chronological sequence. Those 
who have not seen the gradual development of 
these things, but merely contemplate the colony in 
her present stage of advancement, can form but d 
slender idea of the mighty changes that have been 
wrought. It is the old resident, — hfe who stiH 
calls Sydney with its population of twelve thousand 
bustling inhabitants the camp, — that can appreciate 
these things : he who still recollects the few earth-' 
huts and solitary tents Scattered through the forest 
brush surrounding Sydney Cove, (known properly 
then indeed by the name of ** The Camp,") noW 
transmuted into a flourishing and populous city i 
such is the man fully enabled to appreciate tiio 
alterations which time and industry have wrought 
among us. You may hear people even now, iii 
gossipmg over old adventures, relate their tales of 
shooting parrots, to make pies of, in the middle of 
our main street — then a crowded wood ; — of feiliny 
and stumping trees on spots where our best houses 
stand ; or of losing Uiemselves in the thick brash 
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then surroundiog oar Australian capital ; while the 
veteran convict will point out to the roffiie of 
yesterday the tree, still green and flourishing near 
the house of the naval officer, dedicated in older 
times to the office of a triangle, under whose 
houghs many thousand lashes have been inflicted 
upon well-deserving backs. How different is the 
state of things now from twenty years ago — ^when 
a friend of mine had to trudge on foot to Paramatta, 
to pay bis devoirs to the governor, in a pair of 
the first top-boots manufactured of kangaroo leather 
in the colony ; but chancing to pull them off half 
way, to ease his feet, and being unable to pull 
them on again, he was obliged to perform the 
remaiBder of the journey and attend His Excel- 
lency's levee in his stockings alone, — not a single 
par of shoes being either to be bought or borrowed 
in the whole town of Paramatta, then indeed 
consisting of but a few paltry huts. Now he 
would find three daily conveyances by land, and 
two by water, together with abundance of vehicles 
and horses : and be able likewise to secure a fit- 
out of. shoes in almost any of the numerous streets 
with which Paramatta is intersected. 
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Old times are indeed still dwelt pleasantly upon 
by all classes whose recollections reach so far ; and 
individuals are not wanting who appear actually 
to look upon the encroachimnts made by our 
fast-increasing population^ and our fast-extend- 
ing agricultural prosperity, with a feeling of re- 
gret. Nothing new is either half so good when 
praised, or half so bad when condemned, with 
our old philosophers, as matters formerly were — 
the present always failing in comparison with the 
past. If a sentimental shoplifter, fresh run from 
the trade, is heard pathetically descanting upon 
the sorrows of sour smigffins, (cold-meat hash,) 
and the horrors of homony, (maize-pudding,) the 
old voyageur will facetiously remind him of the 
'^ hundred hungry days" of yore, when people 
began to lick their lips and look upon each other 
with a longing appetite, and when the ill-fated cat 
that chanced to stumble across their path would 
almost be sent mewing down their throats ! Or if 
he peevishly whimpers about the blusterings of 
Humpy Dick, or the bullyings of Terrible Billy, 
the other will console him by relating the pranks 
of Dandy , who would walk out behind 
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the hoers in his morning-gown and morbcco slip- 
pers, with a Penang lawyer * hugged close under 
his fight arm or borne like a royal sceptre before 
him, pludcing at every tuft as he paced about^ and 
drumming such a tattoo upon the shoulders of 
the woful" wight whose ground was not completely 
chopped and grass fairly uprooted, as made the 
whole brush dance with fire-flies before him ! 

But when we seriously contemplate the wonder- 
ful revolution wrought in the colony since its forma- 
tion, we" cannot but be proud of the energies dis- 
played by our enterprising community. * Here, 
where, thirty-eight years ago, not one civilized being 
disputed the dominion of the woods with their 
savage inhabitants, now forty thousand such exist, 
spread over an extent of country of two hundred 
square miles, having justice administered by civil 
and criminal courts ;— six separate courts of quarter 
sessions, and eleven separate benches of magistrates 
being instituted among them. Where, thirty-eight 
years ago, not a single European animal breathed, 
now upwards of 200,000 sheep, upwards of 100,000 

• . ■ • r 

* A description of cane so called. 
VOL. II. D 
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bead of cattle, and many thousand horaes and otkw 
animals destined for the Bupp(»rt and pieasnre of 
man, are peaeefnlly grazing. Whero> thirty-eight 
years ago, not an ear of grain was cultivated, wci 
now see fifty thousand bushels advertised for — for 
the mere annual consumption of one of our di»4 
tiUeries ; — while four steam-mills, ten water^mjUs, 
eighteen windmills, and two horse-mills, foniBk 
as with an abundance of excellent flour from our 
own wheat; two very extensive distilleries, with 
several hundred thousand gallons annually of a 
pure spirit from our barley and maize ; and tlurteen 
Ik-eweries, with ale and beer from our various 
descriptions of colonial grain,-— eight thousand 
hogsheads being the average yearly amount of this 
wholesome beverage supplied to the public. 

On the site of Sydney alone what a change has 
been effected ! Where, thirty-eight years ago, not 
a human hut was to be counted, nor the slightest 
hum of commerce heard, we have now a dty oo-< 
cupying a mile square, crowded with industrious 
oitisens, and teeming with vehicles wheeling slemg 
the varied productions of the soil, — the market- 
dues for this traffic renting, the present year, at 
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94M., and the toIKgste dues at 1000/. : — the town 
Mntaming twenty^two agents for the managemeDt 
of shipping affairs; eleven auctioneers for expedi« 
tioosly disposing of colonial and foreign wares ^ a 
chamber of conuneroe to push forward and watch 
ever colonial enterprise, effect insurances, and ar« 
bitrate in matters rdating to shipping ; two flou^ 
rishin^ banks, dividing forty per cent on their ad« 
fances ; and three newspapers, (one weekly, and 
two printed twice a week,) in one of which I 
counted one day 124 advertisements. 
- Our commerce I may say is but of sax years' 
dmration ; only beginning to rise at that period 
from its prostrate state, in consequence of the re^ 
peal of the absurd regulations with which Governor 
Macqnarie'had oppressively chained it down. 

Six years ago, the colonial shipping was in a 
maimer annihilated: — now we have four vessdb 
constantly whaling ; six sealiog ; two employed aa 
regular packets between Sydney and Newcastle ; 
one between Sydney and Hobart Town (the prin* 
cipai traffic this way being carried on in English 
vessela on their way out and home) ; several tra** 
fing constantly between Sydney and Port Dak 
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rymple i^—besides irregular traders to all these^ 
places^ and a number of small craft coasting to tbc^ 
Hawkesbury, lUawarra, and other points. 

Our English and foreign commerce is so mixed 
up with that of Van Dieman's Land, that the two 
colonies must in this respect be taken partially 
together; but six years ago, their whole inter- 
course with England did not exceed three ships 
annually, while in the thirteen months preceding 
June 1826, we had twenty-four ships from Eng* 
land, conveying to us numerous respectable emi^ 
grants, and importing cargoes valued at 200,000^., 
while we exported in seventeen ships to England^ 
cargoes consisting of wool, skins, oil, timber, pearl- 
shells, trennails, and hides, to the value of more 
than 100,000/., — the difference being inade up in 
ship's disbursements while in harbour, and the in- 
vested capital of the various individuals who came 
to reside among us. 

. Again ; — six years ago some six or seven vessels 
yearly from India and China, comprised the whojk 
of our foreign traders; but in the period above 
alluded to, we imported cargoes of teas, sugars* 
silks, nankeens, India calicoes^ tobacco. Cape wines, 
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&c. — yalued at about 2Xi0,000L, in ten vessels fn»n 
tke Isle of France,— fiye from India, — four from 
the Brazils, — two from the Cape, and five from 
China ; amounting thus to twenty-six foreign, and 
altogether to fifty vessels entered inland from Eng-^ 
land and other parts, with cargoes estimated at 
400,000/.; the foreign importations being paid 
principally in government bills and dollars. We 
have also a tolerably thriving trade with the South-^ 
Sea islands, and New Zealand, wherefrom we im-* 
port sandal-wood, pearl-shells, arrow-root, salted 
pork, spars. Sec. .Our tea and sugar imports are a 
considerable drawback to colonial advancement, 
seeing that nearly the whole must be paid for in 
government bills and dollars, thus rendering go- 
vernment expenditure in a manner essential to en- 
able us to procure these luxuries. If we could 
exchange our flour, wool, beef, pork, coals, tim- 
ber, &c. for this tea and sugar, we should be not 
only independent of government expenditure, but 
import more than we now do from England, 

In default of this, it is obviously not only 
of great consequence to the well-being of the 
■colony, but also of some importance to the 
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mofheir ctmutrj, that we should raise witkin 
mir own territory articles of foreign growth 
with winch foreign parts now in a great mea^ 
fanre supply us. Spirits, tobacco, sugar, and tea, 
are all of this description ; none of them be^^ 
ing, produced in the mother country, though 
two are the productions of her colonies. Spirits 
are now distilled here at a duty of 2s. 6d, per 
gallon from grain, and As, 2d. per gallon fronk 
sugar and molasses, — ^while West India rum pays 
a duty of 6s. pet gallon, and all other spirits a 
duty of 7s. 6d. These protecting duties are su^ 
ficient, in all fairness, to secure a proper pirepoih- 
derance in fkvour of colonial distillation when 
grain is low ; though being put on when grain- was 
high, their effect was for a time mischievous to the 
edlonial distiller, the duties on foreign spirits for«> 
merly being comparatively much higher. As long 
as a revenue is raised froni colonial spirits, it would 
be unwarrantable to shut out forei^ spirits en- 
tirely fh>m the market, as from the necessary small 
Btimber of the distilleries, on account of their size 
as required by act of parliament, the distillen 
might readily combine and raise ' spiritil to what 
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j^ice they pleased, if importations were not p«^ 
Hiitted on a proper protecting duty. But with 
tobacco it is otherwise; it will be cultivated by 
«ome hundreds of individuals, and consequently 
sufficient competition admitted of to keep down the 
]Nrice ; — therefore I can see no reason why its im- 
portation should not be totally prohibited for a 
period of years, allowing due preparation for a na> 
tive supflj. The dollars and bills we now expend 
in this way would thus be available for other pur« 
poses; the cultivation and proper curing of to- 
bacco be gradually attained ; while the population, 
acquiring a taste for this colonial tobacco, would 
care little for the foreign when ultimately read- 
mitted on a protecting duty« If we could exchange 
colonial productions for tobacco, the case would be 
different ; but as we cannot, it is obvious that pro< 
hibiting its importation at present is the best po- 
licy; since it would admit an exchange among 
ourselves beneficially instead of an unbeneficial ex- 
change with distant parts ; for the payment in money 
for foreign produce can never be so beneficial as 
exchange of commodity, whereby labour is en- 
gaged-^while the'jriiicit^ the exchange, the quicker 
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the return of- profit. — Sugar can be readily grown 
in our northern parts, where the soil is deep and 
the climate every way congenial. Ninety acres of 
jcanes are this year in cultiyation at Fort Mae- 
jquarie, but I doubt the climate there is too cold for 
them to be very productive, the latitude being 
^bout 36°. Even Moreton Bay, latitude 28=^, is I 
should think too southerly : but abundance of ports 
exist to the northward of these, where soil and 
climate will both be found unexceptionable. 

Sugar deserves our most serious attention as an 
article of colonial growth, because a large quantity 
pf it is consumed in the colony, md a large amount 
of government bills and hard dollars consequently 
carried out to pay for it, which might be applied 
productively to other colonial objects, or to pror 
curing ^ larger quantity of English-manufactured 
commodities, It has been objected by some here« 
that pur convict-labour in raising it could never 
compete in pheapness with slave-labour ; but of 
this I fiaye yery considerable doubts. With good 
superintendence, convicts may be made to do 
quite as much as ever I saw accomplished by 
^laves; their labour being furnished free froni 
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ftiiy priniary outlay of capital, while that of the 
slaves must be previously purchased, the interest 
upon the original price of the slave amounting 
to at least ten pounds annually. This circum- 
stance in favour of the convict-labourer will 
more than counterbalance the probably greater ex« 
pense of his keep. But perhaps as good a plan 
as any would be to establish a colony of Chinese 
on our shores, these being the principal sugar- 
growers in the Indian islands, and always ready to 
emigrate to any place where money is to be made. 
The sugar-canes are at present planted in 
holes by hand-hoes, like the maize, which system 
was originally adopted from being the best that 
could be thought of at the early period when 
sugar-planting was first introduced, and thus con- 
tinued by custom down to this day. But I can see 
no reason why the canes should not be plaited in 
rows like beans, and the whole labour (except that 
of dibbling) be performed by the common plough, 
scuiSers, and horse-hoes. Ground may be ploughed 
as deep as necessary by strong ploughs with a sufr 
ficiency of bullocks attached, while the most com* 
ptete pulverization to the depth needful might be 
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effected, by the scnfflers preyious to planting ; the 
weeds kept down^ the soil kept in order between 
the rows (after grown up), by the horse-»boe> and 
the land hilled .up to the rows by means of the 
plough. No more manual labour would, in this 
case^ be required than in the planting of the 
canes, cutting them, pressing them through the 
mill, and converting the juice into molasses, sugar^ 
and rum. The great expense on a sugar estate 
arises from the many hand-hoeings which the canes 
require ; but by planting them in rows instead of 
bunches, horse-hoeing and ploughing would much 
more effectually answer the purpose, while a 
larger produce would be extracted from the canes 
by their being more equally spread oyer the grounds 
Permitting colonial sugar to be supplied to' the 
colony free of duty, and laying a small countervail** 
ing duty on foreign sugar, — the growth would b^ 
sufficiently encouraged ; the sugar duty being 
ptt present only five per cent, the price seldom 
exceeding 5d. per pound, which a duty of fifteen 
per cent would not raise above a penny. We 
should thus pay for our colonial sugar by the bfnr* 
iering home-grown commodities, and could ther^^^ 
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fore idford a higher price^ while the return T)eing 
8o much quicker on account of the shorter distance, 
the pr6fits both ways would b^ greater. 

It would be welly also, to attempt the cultiva" 
tion of tea in some part of our colony, by a settle- 
ment of Chinese, permitting them to export it 
to England, and all her territories, for a certain 
number of years, duty free. I see no reason why 
this should not answer with us, there being every 
variety of climate and soil, and nothing to prevent 
the tea-plant from flourishing as well here as in 
China. The English trade thither is now immense, 
and chiefly carried on by payments in hard doUars, 
none of which ever find their way back : and as 
Gre2Lt Britain will not always draw these from 
South America, in payment for her manufactures, 
the time must come when, being unable to pay 
for tea, she must cease to import it. Now if that 
commodity were grown in New South Wales, 
here would always be a good market for the 
mother country, and one of certain continuance ; 
because here the surplus produce and manufactures 
of England might be exchanged for the surplus 
produce of Australia^ ' neither country competing 
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yith branbhes of the other's industry, but eonfer-* 
ring mutual benefit. 

Whatever a country can raise even as cheaply 
itself as it can be supplied -with elsewhere, it is 
best to raise it ; because, although the home*mar- 
ket should even pay no better on an average than 
another, yet it will be a steadier one, not exposed 
to the fluctuations occasioned by storms at sea, 
and risks of war, — small but steady profits being 
fdways better than those irregularly large. 

It will doubtless be said that, to import, we 
must export, and therefore while we import teas, 
sugars, and so forth, into New South Wales, we 
must export equivalents. Very true; but what 
are ' these equivalents but the government bills 
drawn to meet the British colonial expeiiditure, 
and dollars imported by emigrants 1 Now, if we 
could raise the above imports ourselves, the bills 
and dollars saved to the colony by this course would 
naturally flow into some other channel of colonial 
wealth, such as whaling, sealing, and the Hke, and 
contribute a yearly additional sum to the colonial 
capital, 

Trepang, or beche k mer, was found in gr^at 
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abandaiioe by Captain Flinders at the Northum*' 
berland islands, on our eastern coasts nine hundred 
miles north of Sydney, in latitude 22\ It is highly 
esteemed by the Chinese, collected by the Malays 
on our western coasts, and cured and sold by them 
to the Chinamen at from twenty to fifty dollars per 
picol of 125 Dutch pounds, each picol ayeraging 
about a thousand trepang. Those found by Cap- 
tain Flinders at the Northumberland islands were 
the species bringing the highest price in China, 
mi consequently ,an attempt to obtiun and cure 
them for the China market would be most praise- 
worthy, seeing . that if the price proved remune* 
rating, our dollars would be saved to us. A few 
have been taken and cured at these islands, which 
did. not pay, it is said ; but as the curers were ig-* 
norant of the proper method, we may ascribe the 
reported failure more to this than to the inferior 
natural quality of the trepang. 

By freeing our timbers from the restrictive duties 
heaped upon them by Governor Macquarie, they 
soon became available to our mercantile body as 
articles of dead weight in making up cargoes for 
England ; because, while they defrayed, by their 
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sale ill ED^land, th^ ship's freight, they remmie^ 
rat^d all parties in some measure, and enabled 
ships to be more frequently despatched thither, cm 
account of the principal portion of the cargo being 
so easily secured. The bad times in England, 
and the low prices our timbers now fetch there, 
will, however, I fear, knock up in a great degree 
the thriving trade that had been commenced, unless 
the duty upon cedar is repealed by the government* 

We are in hopes our coals will furnish us with 
dead weight for our India ships, when steam navi* 
gafion becomes established there, and that many 
little articles may be despatched to that quarter, as 
first ventures, to try the state of the market, which 
may end in a trade lucrative to both parties. If 
our timbers, tanning barks, and bark extracts, do 
not continue to pay, (of which under present cir- 
cumstances there is some doubt,) we must look to 
our fisheries to supply us with oil for our dead 
weight, and it is to be hoped the company lately 
instituted may confer on us this benefit. 

The customary mode of payment for labour is, one 
third in produce, and the remainder in money ; but 
the small Settlers usually pay their hired servants to 
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this day entirely in kind,-^'^ bullock, cow, or sncli- 
lik^ being made over to them by arbitrators of 
their Talue. From this system, labour does not 
cost the employer so mueh as if he pcud in specie ; 
becanse, from the sugar, tea, and so forth, disposed 
of to the labourer, the employer has a good profit, 
while as long as the labourer can be served as 
cheaply by his employer as by a shopkeeper, he has 
DO cause of discontent. But the prices charged 
on these articles generally far exceed what they 
can be purchased for in shops ; yet as the labourer 
know$ these prices beforehand, be therefore squares 
his terms accordingly. This payment in kind uni- 
formly takes place wherever bullion or paper-money 
are not readily available as mediums of exchange, 
particularly in almost every part of America, ex- 
cepting the vicinity of large sea-ports ; — therefore 
we can form no just co;nparison between the prices^^ 
labour in England and America on this very account* 
Even if we subtract a fourth from the American 
price of labour, I do not think we should have its 
real money-price, because I know in these cases 
labourers have often things foisted upon thenk that 
they have no earthly use for, and consequently are 
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obliged to sell at a sum far below their estimated 
Talue. Banking establishments can alone remove 
this necessity for barter, and wherever these do 
not exist we find barter does; as, there being 
no possibility of keeping coin in a country when 
once its value is increased elsewhere, direct barter 
must follow as a matter of course, till a sufiiciency 
of the circulating medium returns. 

In Antigua, and many other of the West India 
islands, destitute of banks, a meeting is held among 
the planters and merchants annually, to regulate 
the value of sugar and rum for the succeeding 
twelvemonths, by which all debts are liquidated ; 
and before the doctor can finger his fee in cask, 
he must remit to England the rum and sugar he 
receives in liquidation ; while a medical friend in 
the back woods of America assured me he had 
often his fees sent home to him in shape of butter, 
eggs, and flitches of bacon — good fat fees, it must 
be admitted ! Labour was at one time paid among 
us almost wholly in kind ; but the Bank establish- 
ment has materially curtailed this plan, and will, 
in all probability, ultimately extirpate even kind 
payments in part, which indeed appears now to 
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be kept up more from nnwilliogness to break 
through an old custom than necessity. 

From the great variatioa in the prices of im- 
ported articles in New South Wales, it is impossi- 
ble to give a table of them which will not be found 
to vary considerably each successive year ; — the 
market being small, and in consequence readily 
overstocked. In the olden times of the colony, 
tobacco was often sold for Us weight in dollars, 
while a dose of physic has realized a guinea; 
and tobacco, even within these five years, has been 
retailed at a pound sterling per pound weight. 

The following are the average prices between 
April and August, 1826, in sterling money, which 
is the only medium of value now known in the 
jcolony : 

Coals, per ton, at Sydney, 21«. Ram, do. do. lU. 6d. 

Firewood, per cart-load, 3«. 6d» Do. per pint, 28. Gd. to S«. 

Green tea, per lb. ftom 2s. 8d. Gin, per gallon, 12«. to 15$. 

to Z$. 6d. Colonial gin, do. do. \0s. 

Soft sugar, per lb. from 4d. to 6d. White wine, do. do. 59. to 7«. 

Refined do. do. from Is. to Port, do. do. from 5a. to Is. 

1 8. 3d. Claret, per dozen, 30«. 

Coffee, per lb. (per cwt.) la. to Colonial beer, per gallon, Is. 6d. 

la. 6d. Porter, per cask, 91. 

Arrow root, per lb. 1$. Vinegar, per gallon, 5s. 

Raisins, per case, 20«. Sperm oil, do. do. 58. 

Soap, per lb. from 9^. to 1$. Brazil tobacco, per lb. 3s. to 
Powder, per lb. 28. Ss. 6d. 

Salt, per cwt. from 7s. to 9s. Bricks, per thousand, 21s. 

Saltpetre, per lb. Is. 6d. Shingles (18-inch), per thou- 
Brandy, per gallon, 15s. 6d. sand, Os. 
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Sawed gum, per load» 4/. 
Sawed cedar, per foot, at cedar 

grounds, 2^d. to S^d. 
Brick work, per'rod, 3/. 8«. 
Suit of clothes (best), 91 to 101. 
HaU (English), 259. to 40«. 
Do. (colonial), 128, to 20«. 
Kangaroo-leather boots, 30«. to 

85a. 
Do. shoes, 9«. to 12«. 6d. 
Onndmg and dressing wheat, 

per bushel, la. 3d. 
Flour, per cwt. fconi 16a. to 26a. 

6<f. 
Wheat, per bushel, Ga.ad. to 8a. 
Barley, do. 3a. to 4a. 6d. 
Maize, do. 3«. to 5a. 
Bran, do. It, 6d, to la. Od. 
Potatoes, per cwt. 9a. to 12a. 
Geese, per couple, 14a. 
Ducks, per do. 5a. 
Fowls, per do. 3a. 
Bggs, per doaen, la. 6d. to 3a. 
Bread, per lb. 2^d. to 3d. 
Butter, per do. 2«. to 2a. 6d. 
Cheese, per do. 8d. to la. 3d. 
Beef, per do. 5d. to 6d. 
Mutton, per do. 6d. to 7d. 
Pork, per do. 6d. to 7d. 
Milk, per quart, 4d. 
Clover hay, per ton, 71, 12a. to 

0/. 
Native grass, do. 1{. 15a. 
Straw, per load, l{« 5a. 
Lime, per bushel, 7d. 
Green hides, 6a. to 10a. 
Paramatta cloth, per yard, 2a. 

3d. to 2s. 6d. 



Prints, per yard. Is. to 3a; 
Shirting, do. la. 9d. to 2s. 
6-4 mualina, 2a. 3d. to 3a^ 
Cast-iron pots, per lb. 6d« 
Quart tin-pots, each, la. 3d* 
Fine wove post paper, per quire 

cut, Is. 
Superfine laid, do. la. 6d. 
Fine foolscap, 2a. 
Quills, per hundred, 8a. 
Drays, 12/. to 151. • 
Carts, do. do. 
Hand steel flour-milla, 5/. 
Ploughs, 3/. to 4/. 10a. 
Hired gigs, per day, \69* to 8f?* 
Do. horses, 10a. 
Mechanics, per day, 6a. 
Farm servants, per annum, with 

rations, 12/. to 20L 
Female servants, do. lOU to 161. 



Freight from Sydney. 

Wool to England, per lb. 2id. 
Timber, per load, 4i. 10a. 
Freight to Newcastle, per ton, 

15a. 
Cabin passage, 25a. 
Freight, per ton, to Hobait 

Town, 1/. 15a. 
Cabin passage, 10/. 
Steerage do, 51, 
Freight to Port Dairy mple, 2/. 

to 3/. 
Cabin passage, 10Z. 
Steerage, do. 5/. 



Bank stock shares (50/. paid) 701. to 75/. ; last 
division of bank profits being forty per cent upon 
the amount paid, or 22/. 10s, annually per share. 

The quantity of wheat sold weekly in Sydney 
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market^ averages about 600 bushels through- 
out the year^ or an annual total of about 31,200 
bushels ; but this forms a very small item of the 
quantity otherwise disposed of. 

Besides the duty on spirits and tobacco, the 
spirit licenses, and market dues, a duty of five per 
cent upon all articles imported into the colony is 
almost the only other tax levied upon us. 



99 LETTERS FROM 



LETTER XXIII. 

« 

Thb import trade of the colony having been all 
originally in the hands of one or two firms, these 
individuals of course exacted whatever profit they 
pleased, because the small trader and settler must 
they knew succumb to the price they chose to fix. 
Governor Macquarie endeavoured to counteract 
the baneful effects of this monopoly, by encoa* 
raging convict-ships to import articles and dispose 
of them on payment of the customary dues. The 
indignation of the monopolists of course burst in- 
stantaneously forth against this attempt to injure 
" the colonial shipping interests/' as these />«- 
triots sentimentally phrased it; and letter after 
letter was despatched to the colonial oflSce regarding 
this injustice on the part of the governor, while in 
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like manner letter after letter came to Governor 
Macquarie, from the colonial o£Bce, enjoiniDg him 
to execute the rigorous penalties of the law against 
all masters of convict-ships carrying out goods. 
But Governor Macquarie, fortunately for the co- 
lony, paid not the slightest regard to these injunc- 
tions; giving on the contrary every possible in- 
ducement to the continuance of the forbidden 
traffic. Now, however, that the number of im- 
porting houses has been greatly increased, and that 
casual speculators have been more in the hatrit of 
visiting us, the order against the masters of con* 
vict-ships carrying but goods are very properly 
stdctly enforced. 

Mercantile business is here, as in England, 
diiefly transacted through the medium of bills. 
The importer parts with his goods to the general 
trader on receiving his bill for the amount at six 
months, without interest. The general trader 
again supplies the small trader, taking in like man- 
oer his bill, and selling in the mean time what he 
can for ready money. At the six months' end, the 
g^ieral trader carries all the money and good bills 
he can procure to the importer, renewing his own 
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aooeptanee at three monthg for the defi^kney, 
and the same accommodation is extended by the 
gMieral trader to the small trader. By this mode 
of dealing* extensive transactions are carried os 
mthout a farthing of cash until the payments of 
the consumer slowly drop in. It is evident that 
without pursuing a similar course, no extensive 
commerce could be carried on in a country pos^ 
sessing a small amount of circulating medium ; 
while in every country, however rich, it will on an 
average be found best calculated to increase the 
wealth already possessed. If all transactions were 
obliged to be m(mey transactions, a portion of the 
circulating medium would necessarily be witiidram 
from other profitable pursuits : while there is no 
loss accruing to the consumer in the business, be- 
cause, although the importer demands larger pR>«- 
fiU from his incurring greater risk, the traders 
content themselves with proportionably smaUw 
profits from there being no primary outlay, and 
consequentiy no risk of capital on their part ; and 
thusy in these credit transactions, the prices an 
squared eventually to the consumer* Indostryt 
activity, and a good name, serve the same purposes 
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in u^^edit country which hard cash does in a ready 
money community; and in fact, without such a 
sjBtem, no country can possibly carry on a pros* 
perous commerce, or rise to wealth and power ;. 
because, trade being exclusively confined to men- 
of capital, trading could only be carried on to the 
amoufU of that capital, the profits constituting thus 
the national commercial income ; but where trading: 
is carried on, by means of credit, to three times^ 
the extent of the capital, the commercial incomo 
would consequently be trebled, and the extra an^ 
nod. sum so gained be added to the general capi<-« * 
tal, and applied to other sources of wealth. But 
this is not all : — ^by making money dealings the bams 
of trade, the honest and industrious, but poar^ 
would be entirely excluded therefrom, the beneficiali 
efiects arising from their enterprise and talent be 
lost to the country, and the great body of the peo? 
pie condemned for life to be hewers of wood 
and drawers of water, whatever their activity or 
moral worth. When, on the other hand, an.indi^ 
vida^lis seen to possess such qualities, and to be 
weH yersed in business, he will never failix> obtaia 
e|6^. The punctuality of his payments will iof: 
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crease the confidence reposed in him, and, pro- 
portionally, the amount of his credit too, — ^hile 
this honest punctuality being the only source he 
has to look to, for increasing his business and 
making himself opulent, his energies are of course 
exerted to the full, to make good those payments ; 
and, consequently, habits acquired which adhere 
to him, and continue to multiply his means and 
extend the sphere of his enjoyments, through life. 
We find that in every enterprising community, full 
three-fourths of its wealthy members have risen, in 
the first place, without the assistance of capital. 
We- have individuals in New South Wales, who, 
some fifteen years ago, were driving government 
dung-carts, and shuffling along with hods ' of 
mortar on their shoulders, now possessed. of in- 
comes larger by all account than I can mention, 
with a hope to be credited ; most of them indi- 
viduals^ too, who came out under the patronage of 
the Honourable Secretary for the HomeDepart- 
xnent, with a Recorder's testimonial ta character, 
'• In fact it is truly astonishing to see how rapidly 
many of these men prosper in business. They jare 
generally men of talent, but of talent forjnerly 
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misappKBd ; and, either throiigli their principtes m* 
dergoing a change on arrival, or findmg fliat more 
can be gdSned here by honesty titan by roguery, qtiit 
the latter fbr the former, and directmg their talentu 
into this new channel, flonriiihfai bnr money-making 
coimtry fike the trees we iread of in the I^ssdflis, 
" planted by the river/* When I say that a sMUlk^ 
ger stands much leiss chance of being cheated by 
oar Sydney shopkeepers, subh as these, thtm by 
Lcmdon ones calling themselves H&nest, I do not 
mean to ai^e that otirs are the inost honest 
in principle, but merely state a fact, which ari- 
ses from the pecttliai!i%y'-<^ the 'two commamties. 
In crowded London, Wbeye public affairs engross 
neariy the whole public attmtioii, a shopkeeper 
may cheat a stranger wttfaout his reputatibn or 
trade being much injured 'ftl^by ; but in die cir- 
cnmscribed community of Sydney, where every 
individual is known, the complaints of a stranger 
regarding any imposition practised upon him would 
be multiplied from mouth to mouth, and the custom 
and credit of the shopkeeper seriously injured. It 
may appear strange, too, when I say that you may 

VOL. If. E 
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place ds implicit confidence in the generalify of the 
portii^ of traders who have been o<MiTict8 as in those 
who come oat free. — ^An imdncipist* trader iB 
aware that as he has been known formerly to be a 
rogue f his conduct will be more narrowly watched 
than that of the man who has heretofore kept np a 
reputation for integrity , and that every/attAr jN»he 
commits will be more strictly scrutinised than those 
of his neighbours ; because, while the offence of ^ 
latter may.possibly be slurred oyer ^ under the name 
of a mistake, his will to a certainty be pointed out 
as a sample of the old leaven manifesting itself 
again prerious to some grander development. 
£ven ridicule^ which no man can readily stand 
up against, has- no small share in producing 
this superior carefulness^ .When the emancipist 
cheat passes along the street, he feels that the fin- 
gers of all the free unconvicted population will be 
secretly wagging at him with ** See, see ! there 
goes the fellow who has been so long humbugging 
us with his sham honesty ; I always said he would 
^urn to hi9 old trade again ;" while he knows that 
none would rejoice at> or propagate and magnify^ 

* One who wfts formerly a convict. 



NEW SOUTH WALBS. 9d 

hia badcdiding more, than his old pah,* partaking" 
so fnlly as they do of that base principle which ex- 
ists in the great body of mankind, namely malig- 
naiit envy of any one who rises above his formed 
leydi. 

Previons to the establishment of the New South 
Wales Bank, (on the 8th of April, 1817,) the cir- 
culating' medium of the colony consisted princi-' 
pally of the private notes of the various merchants^ 
traders^ shopkeepers, and publicans, — descending 
in amount often as low a» the sum of sixpence, 
which however quickly disappeared on bank-notes 
coming into use. This bank of New South Wales^ 
ind the Australian Bank just established, consti* 
tute the sum-total of our banking establishments ; 
and from the broad principles on which they are 
founded, and their correct mode of conducting 
business^ they tend not only to enrich the proprie- 
toes, but confer an immense benefit upon the com* 
munity* Each consists of a company of merchants^ 
traders, and land-owners; and is governed by m 
president and court of directors (two going ouf 
annualiy)^ and the business managed by a cashier 

/ - ."* Companions. 
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nod aocouataat) sinttlaor to the Scotch bad^i, on 
whose principles in fsct tbey are founded.— BiUa 
were form^y discounted by tiiofti at ten per cent, 
but this has lately been redueed to e^ht per oent 1-^ 
money is also lent by them on mortgage^ thMgli 
tUa praatice k about to be disconthmed;^ — and 
such has been the prosperity of the old baiikir tfmA 
as high as fifty per oe»t profit has. been divideid on 
the aowney advanced per AaKe, and the last dm* 
sioa amounted to forty per cent. Owing" to all 
the .]Nrincipal individuals conoemed in trade Jiavii^ 
shares in this bank» of course thqr and their frimids 
aie alike interested in establishing the.ciroulatkHi 
of bankruotes in preference to bul&on ; and as they 
ase equally interested in upholding Uie stability of 
ihe oonceniy the notes are thus made beneficially to 
dbplace coin^ whioh» instead of cixcolating as the 
exchangeable medium, is exported to purchase 
cargoes for our home consumption, while our 
bank-notes not only answer all tbe purposes of 
coin in the market, but are equally secure to the 
holder, because every person he makes purchases 
of is more or less interested, in their circulation, 
and takes the bank-notes equally, nay, even more 
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seadily than coin. In fact, the bank^prbprietors ftfe 
the people at large, that is, the g^eat body in 
which the wealth, intelligence, and respectability of 
the colony centre, which can never become bankrupt 
until the day arrives when a man shall be able to 
rain hiAiself by bcnrrowing money from one pocket 
to lend to the other. 

Coin and paper-money being exchangeable com- 
nodities which affect the prices of things in pro^ 
portion to tiieir scarcity or abundance, we must view 
them solely in this light. — Gold and silver are mei^ 
arbitrary exchanges, which custom has rendered 
now pretty secure ; but although it is not at all j9f*o^ 
habte these should ever fall into disuse as acirou''- 
lating medium, yet the thing is not impossibU ; mA 
if such a revolution should take place, what wouM 
foe the value of all the coins of gold and silveir now 
in vogue ? — ^whereas, for bank-notes issued upon a 
secure foundation, like those of New South Waleil, 
you have always the lands and goods of the prci- 
prietors wherewith to indemnify yourself. We see 
iron composing the principal circulating medium of 
one country ; cowrie-shells of a second ; glass beads 
of a third ; and gold and silver of a fourth ; — and 
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sapposing they all fell into disuse, what would be- 
come of the possessor? 

Coin and paper-money being both therefore 
but mercantile exchangeable mediums, and affect- 
ing' the price of commodities according to their 
abundance or scarcity, we must judge of their 
value not by the quantity of particular articles 
which either of them at a, particular time can pur- 
chase; but by the quantity of articles in general 
that each would for a given leng^ of time pur- 
chase. Thus, if I find a quarter of whieat has been 
bought, during a succession of ten years, at the 
price of three pounds in paper-money, I should 
say, the paper-money had not been depreciated 
ifith regard to wheat, even although the same suni 
.in gold and silver, which at the beginning of the 
ten years could only purchase the isame quantity of 
wheat, should purchase three times that quautity sit 
the. conclusion. But one article being no criterion 
to judge by, we must take the necessaries and 
luxuries of life together, and judge of the compa- 
rative quantities which bullion and paper-money 
fetch in this way. Now, in England, for the last 
twenty years, the tailor, the shoemaker, and the 
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innkeeper, has each charged about the same paper- 
money price for his articles, — and . this during all 
the period wherein there have been such fluctua- 
tions in the bullion currency ; and as throughout 
this period the same amount of paper-money has 
been equivalent to about the same quantity of 
these various articles, therefore, so far, it has sus- 
tained its value, whatever may have been its de- 
dine with respect to other commodities. Gold and 

r 

silver being both exportable commodities, conse- 
quently the value of other commodities as refera- 
ble to them must be undergoing a continual 
change ; but paper-money, raised on the substan- 
tial credit of property, and kept within due 
bounds, being unexportahle, and consequently only 
available for home use, the value of home commo- 
dities with regard to it will have little or no varia- 
tion. 

' Any one, in fact, who has kept an eye upon the 
bank of New South Wales since its commence- 
ment, must be satisfied that an establishment 
founded on similar principles must stand against 
any shock, however severe. In 1819, although the 
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wlK>le bank capital was abstracted by tbe cashier, 
no run ensued ; neither was the circulation of nates 
for a moment interrupted : and again, in the early 
part of the present year, when the dollar depositi^ 
placed there for safety by our various merchants 
were suddenly withdrawn for exportation, and 
when the panic which had produced such fatal 
consequences in England had seized upon bank- 
directors here, and made them apply to the go- 
vernment for a cash loan, in order to meet their 
anticipated embarrassments, — yet, as it turned out, 
no siich embarrassments occurred; nor was the 
loan necessary, inasmuch as the notes circulated as 
freely as ever, and deposits continued to be made 
as usual, although individuals applying to have the 
notes converted into coin were dismissed with the 
notification of its impossibility. The public felt, in 
fact, perfectly satisfied of the stability of the bank, 
and of the consequent value of its notes ; nor could 
this well be otherwise, as the greater portion of 
the chief landed and trading interests were pro- 
prietors of its stock, — ^bound to answer its engage- 
ments in all the property they possessed, and con- 
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seqnently too deeply interested in its welfare to 
refuse its notes in payment of any debt due to, or 
article purchased of them. 

The banking system in New South Wales wad, 
however, conducted until of late too closely upon 
gambling principles ; while the political feeling that 
became infused into its management alarmed and 
disgusted the more wealthy and respectable por* 
tion of the proprietors, — seeing that none were 
elevated to directorships but such as implicitly sub-^ 
scribed to all the heterogeneous tenets of the eman- 
cipist leaders — no matter how unworthy they were 
in other respects of holding such responsible offices. 
The rival Australian bank was formed in conse- 
quence, from which all emancipist, are strictly ex- 
eluded. Such a state of things is much to be 
lamented, as neither bank can possibly stand upon' 
so stable or lucrative a footing, when the various 
interests in the colony continue thus disjointed, atf 
they might in a contrary case. 

When I was in Van Dieman's Land in 1819' 
and 1821, the only currency then in existence con- 
sisted of the private notes of the merchants, tra^ 
ders, shopkeepers, publicans, &c. varying from the' 
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sum of sixpence up to a pound, — the Van Diefltan^s 
bank not being then established, and a piece of 
ailyer being considered .about as great a rarity as 
a.Queen.Anne*s sixpence is in England* Yet 
these private notes were found to answer all the 
purposes of coin in the current transactions of 
trade, although you could not consolidate them 
into hard cash, because there was no such thing 
in the colony, the issuers giving you the alterna- 
tive of tddng the notes of other issuers in ex- 
diange, or else their value in goods. Hence, no 
individual in the colony was ever found to refuse 
these private notes, aware that there was no other 
medium of exchange ; while being generally an 
issuer, too, himself, he knew that if he refused 
the notes of another, his own would, in turn, be 
objected to, and the whole host of his fellow-co- 
lonists brought about his ears. While thesepri- 
vate notes answered fully aU the purposes of a 
local currency, they produced no greater fluctua- 
tion of prices than takes place in ordinary cases; 
and without them, indeed, trade could not have 
been to any extent carried on, as the settlers would 
have been obliged to traffic with each other by 
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harter of goods. As all these issuers of 
private notes, are now combined in the Van 
Dieman's bank, the increased security must be 
self-evident. Suppose a demand was made upon 
the Van Dieman's bank to have a quantity of these 
notes consolidated into coin for exportation^ with 
which demand it was impossible to comply, would 
matters be worse than at the period at which pri- 
vate notes were in circulation, — when turning them 
mto hard cash was completely out of the question ? 
If there was not a crown in the treasury, the notes 
woidd not cease for a moment their customary cirw 
calation, as long as the bank-proprietors kept 
up the confidence of the public by taking them 
as usual in all trading transactions, which of 
course it would be both their duty and interest to 
do; seeing they are jointly responsible. Such notes 
should, it is true, (as a point of principle,) always 
be convertible into coin ; but no colonial resident 
would ever venture to enforce such conversion, 
as the colony derives an immense benefit from the 
bank, and his own property would suffer in common 
with that of others from its overthrow ; while the 
bank-proprieters and. their friends^ whose hatred 
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woldd be excited, would soon make the colony 
too hot f(Nr his residence. Again ; if a stranger 
took any such steps, he would be unwise to venture 
back to the colony on a trading speculation ; whife^ 
on the other hand, his good sense would tdl him, 
that as there was not sufiicient coin wberanto he 
cduld convert his notes, he might just as well turn 
them at once into some colonial production to 
export 

However well the generalization of the currency 
over the British dominions may sound in theory, it 
has certainly turned out most unlucky in practice ; 
so far at least as the Cape of Good Hope and New 
South Wales are concerned. In fact, a confiader- 
able portion of the sterling coinage introduced so 
lately from England, was collected and exported 
badk during the late fall in the price of colonial 
commodities* There imust, in truth, be a local 
durrehcy in New South Wales, as well as in emry 
country, if we wish its coin to be retained ; — uid 
which local coin will quickly vanish, too, 'when it 
can he profitably exported as simple bullion ; but 
it should be recollected, that there will always be 
IteS' inducement to export it in that shape than 
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when serving as the ewrrent coin of another couiv- 
try, because the expense of the coinage formfr 
iB this latter case a portion of the value of the 
cotB, whereas, if exported as simple bullion to a 
country where it could not be circulated as coin, 
such additional value would b^ lost. 

The current coin of New South Wales therefore, 
being now the current coin of the whole British do* 
mbions, it will of course always flow out of Austra^ 
lia as an export to other portions of the empire when- 
ever other articles of export fail. If the dollar had 
been coutinned in circulation at five shillings value, 
and a colonial coinage struck of half-crowns, shil- 
lings, and sixpences, corresponding in fractional 
value therewith^ the wants of the colony would 
have been more. securely provided for. As it is, 
there is reason to fear that we shall again be forced 
to resort, to old shilling and sixpenny notes, or 
else to re-establishing our absolute dump coinage, 
to provide us with small change. From the want 
of such a local currency,' in fact, and the conse^ 
quent disappearance of the circulating medium, 
the mdst complicated evils are likely to ensue, one 
of the chief .of which is, the necessary fall in the 
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jfiosMy price of ardcles in the eonntry from yAkk 
the coin is exported. It is he^e that the adyantages 
of a «i7t;er coinage, adapted solely to the circnla* 
tkm of each indiridnal country, and of bank-notes 
{representing a gold coinage, become manifest;-^ 
because the fii:8t can seldom be benefici^ly ^s^ 
ported, and the latter never, — so that no great 
Gontractimi of the circulating medium can ensue, 
to derange the whole internal prosperity. of the 

* 

community: while the merchants are oUiged to 
haye recourse to the imtural and manufactured 
productions of the soil instead of com as articles 
of profitable export. . . 

A great point in fayour of paper-money is, that 
fox eyery pound thereof, added to ^ the circulating 
capital, a pound of bullion may be subtracted, 
from it, and otherwise inyested ; so that, if you 
lire eyen disposed to call paper-money a Jictituma 
capital, still while that fictitious capital can be as. 
usefully and profitably employed as the bullion 
capital, why should we not so employ, it ? parti- 
cularly as we multiply thereby our means of wealthy 
and , forward essentially colonial improyementsi* 
But if paper-money issued on the responsibility of 
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faachy hoases^ stock, and goods, be a fictitions ca^ 
tal, what must bullion be, which rests on no othef 
EfspoBsibilky than custom ? — With mere gold, or 
sSyer m yoor hand, you cannot oblige on indiTi- 
dual to gire yon a angle article in exchange, bnt 
with paper-money yon hare a Hen upon the goods 
and chattels of the issuer to the full of its nomi- 
nal amount. — The great error formerly in English 
banking was the restriction of it as to the mctxi- 
mum of partners, whereas it ought to have been a 
restriction as to the minimum. — Supposing, forin- 
stance, that a bank was established in each county 
of England, issuing notes payable in gold and sil- 
ver bullion or Bank of England paper, and re- 
stricted to a minimum of at the least two hundred 
proprietors of shares, each holding lands or houses, 
or employed in the commerce, manufactures, and 
general trade of the county,^ — ^what shock could 
affect the circulation of its notes within the limits 
of that county, at least, since we should have iwo 
hundred men of property and influence thei^ein re- 
siding directly interested in upholding the value 
of 'such notes,^ — and every relation, friend, and de- 
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pendent of these either directly or indirectly in- 
terested also ? 

The respective utility and value of bullion and 
poper, as mediums of circulation^ are yet but in-^ 
differently understood ; but the development of 
fresh facts will, I am persuaded, eventually produce 
rettctioii in favour of paper-money, and lead to a 
foundation of it on more stable principles: and the 
day is probably not far distant when the admirable 
views of Bioardo will be acquiesced in ; gold coin- 
age cease ; gold be used as an article of commerce 
alone ; and silver and copper become the only metal 
currency, in the shape of small change. 

Our colonial council has lately committed a great 
error in prohibiting, by special enactment, all paper 
issues below one pound. — Now, notes of hand fwr 
less sums had been long established and very use*^ 
f ul — ^being payable at certain dates ; aiid so readily 
available were they, that workmen would generally 
prefer them to cash (when they placed confidence 
in the drawer), while they were likewise an im- 
mense convenience to the distant isettler, who 
could not readily command small change, and in^^* 
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deed never liked to keep any amount in hard cash 
in his house, to afford inducements to robbery. 

Our manufactures as yet consist of but a few 
essential articles, and necessity has compelled us 
to institute them, from the difficulty and expense 
of securing a regular supply by importation alonew 
Mr. Simeon Lord has a long-established woollen 
manufactory at Botany Bay, where coarse and 
second cloths are manufactured from our wools, of 
yarious colours and at various prices^ — ^all dearer, 
at IGirst cost, than similar English articles* but 
cheaper in the end, from their greater durability. 
-—Woollens are also made at Paramatta by th^ 
women confined there, both for clothing the go^ 
vemment workmen and selling to the settlers; two 
yards and a quarter at 2s. 6d, per yard being suffi* 
cient for a pair of trowsers. Very durable twills 
are also made here from the New 2^1and flax. 

Various individuals, likewise, spin and weave 
woollen fabrics on the same terms ; while many ex- 
teasive settlers keep servants to perform these 
operations for the use of their respective establish--^ 
ments,-~-^besides tanning leather, making the idioes, 
and manufacturing soap for their private consump- 
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tion. The cloth in common use is manufactured 
of undied wool, and twilled in resemblance of 
Scotoh blanketing. It thickens greatly on wash- 
ing; wears well» and makes an excellent summer 
or winter dress for the labourers, when fashioned 
into frocks and trowsers. 

Ropes and twine are manufactured from the 
New Zealand flax at Sydney. — Leather is made 
by a great variety of individuals ; but in greatest 
quantity and perfection, I believe, by Mr. Wilshire 
of Sydney, — kangaroo skins serving the purposes 
of English calf, few calves being killed here. The 
various wattle-barks are used for tan ; but, indeed, 
many of our Australian trees furnish bark suitable 
to such purposes.-^Hats have long been manufac- 
tured by two tradesmen. They are of a deep 
glossy black, beavered with the fur. of the fly- 
ing squirrel ; they wear well, and look well, too» 
at first; but are liable to become soft in moist 
weather and to lose their shape. — Soap-making ; 
tin- ware ; workings in brass ; iron-founding on a 
small scale; manufacturing of axes, adzes, steel- 
mills, and sundry other strong iron tools and uten- 
sils ; saddlery ; harness and whip making ; boot 
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and shoe, and straw-hat making; — with Tarions 
other useful vocations, are carried on among us. 
(Mr. Pendray is the Nugee and Mr. Boag the 
Hohy of Sydney.) — ^All kinds of common pottery- 
ware, such as milk dishes ; large butter and cream 
jars with covers ; large tubs for salting meat in ; 
common brown Toby Philpot jugs; wine and 
water coolers, and spruce-beer bottles, are made 
in the colony in sufficient abundance to supply all 
our wants, and sold at a tolerably cheap rate. The 
glazing is chiefly performed by litharge or salt- 
there being no. flints near to grind and make the 
finer glazes of. — Carts, dray9> ploughs and harrows, 
may be obtained of colonial make at about the !Eb- 
glish prices, and none can be better than some of 
these articles of. Sydney production. — Ship and 
boat building exists to some extent, and several 
beautiful colonial vessels have been turned off our 
slips, our gum timber being as durable and as well 
adapted to ship-building as the teak. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

Our society is divided into circles as in England ; 
but, from the peculiarity of its constitution, dtill 
farther differences naturally exftt, which haye at 
various times received colonial baptisms* We h&ve, 
as I said before, first, the sterling and curr^tcy, 
or English and Colonial born, the latter bearing 
also the name of corn stalks {Indi&i^ l^orn), from 
the way in which they shoot up. This is the first 
grand division. Next, we have the legitimated, or 
eross'breds, — namely, such as have fe^af reasons for 
visiting this colony ; and the illegitimates, or sUch 
as are free from that stigma. The pure Merinos 
are a variety of the latter species, who pride them- 
selves on being of the purest blood in the colony. 
We have likewise our titled characters, who 
bear *' their blushmg honours thick upon thera,^ 
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in tBe decorations of P. B. imd C. B. which pro-> 
fasely adorn their persons ; and the untitled, who/ 
like myself, have neither **mark nor character" 
impressed upon our outward man. The titkd are* 
all oJUdal characters employed under the govern- 
ment, in street mending, brick-making, and such- 
like, — the titular letters not portending that they 
belong to any such illustrious order as the Bath, 
but merely that they claim the Prisoner s Barracks* 
or the Carter's Barracks for their respective do- 
miciles. 

Convicts of but recent migration are facetiously^ 
known by the name of canaries, by reason of the 
yellow plumage in which they are fledged at the 
period of landing ; but when fairly domiciliated, 
they are more respectfully spoken of under the 
loyal designation of government-men^ the term con^ 
met being erased by a sort of general tacit com- 
pact from our Botany dictionary, as a word too> 
ticklish to be pronounced in these sensitive lati- 
tudes. Only a few years indeed have elaipsed since 
an mdiyidual transported to Van Diemau's Land for 
jMracy, who had been emancipated for meritorip«» 
conduct there, obtained a verdict with 50/. ddinag^. 
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against a libeller» who had attempted to malign 
his character by spitefully spouting the opprobrious 

epithet of ".d d convict T in his teeth; — and 

a most just and praiseworthy verdict it certainly 
was; for if such language were tolerated here, 
eternal contentions would reign among us, while 
it is enough for an individual to bear the punish- 
ment he may have been sentenced to without re^ 
proach being superadded ; and if his period of 
punishment has expired, there can be neither pro- 
priety nor justice in individuals insulting him with 
that for which the public has already exacted ample 
satisfaction. 

The grand division, however, of the free classes 
here, without reference to colonial technicalities, 
is into that of emigrants^ who have come out free 
from England, and emancipists, who have arrived 
here as convicts, and have either been pardoned or 
completed their term of servitude* It is between 
portions of these two classes, that there has been 
so much bickering. One subdivision of the. emi- 
grant class alluded to, is termed the exclusionist 
party, from their strict exclusion of the emancipists 
from their society ; while again, a subdivision of 
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emancipists is denominated the canfusianist party, 
from their endeavouring to embroil society, as the 
others say. As in all small communities, priyaite 
feuds, backbiting, and scandal, are commonly to be 
found in our circles, or rather have been, for im- 
provement in this respect seems to be gaining 
ground. Those thoroughly initiated into the pre- 
vailing habits learn, however, to hear without 
helievinff these things, and to repeat them merely 
for talking's sake, so that the repetitions may go 
on ad infinitum with scarce an atom of credit being 
attached thereto, even by the retailers. 

Etiquette is, if possible, more studied among 
our fashionable circles than in those of London 
itself. If a lady makes a call, she must not attempt 
a repetition of it until it has been returned, on paui 
of bemg voted ignorant of due form. Morning 
visits, too, are made in the afternoon ; afternoon 
calls near the hour of bed-time ; while cards are 
ceremoniously left, and rules of precedence so 
punctiliously insisted on by some of our ultras, 
that the peace of the colony was placed in imminent 
jeopardy only a few years back by the opening of 
a ball before the leading lady of the ton made 
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liw appearance ; — the httrricane being fortunately 
aiaootfaed down at its outset by the facetious mas- 
ter of th& ceremonies assuring the indignant fair, 
diat it was nothing more than the experiment of a 
few couples to try the spring of the new floor, and 
that they were still waiting her arrival to commence. 

Dinners among the gentlemen, — followed up by 
tea or coffee, evening parties, andpetifs soupes (to 
include the attendance of the ladies), are the usual 
routine here ;~-clancing and music winding up the 
entertainments. The name-cards are elegantly 
printed by our colonial press, and sometimes such 
a fashionable intimation as *' Mrs« B. at Home" 
l^ightens the gloom of our winter evenings. 

'Sundry public balls during the year vary the 
sameness of more common enjoyments : while the 
routiae of balls, dinner-parties, and petites soirees, 
lately commenced by our worthy governcnr and his 
lady, tend still farther to advance the hilarity 
of our social circles* There are also in anticipa- 
ti«» the amusements of the promised theatre ; and 
the public concerts lately established can scarcely 
flolto introduce harmony in one sense, if not in 
another. 
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Tlie first of our subscnptioa-conc^ts took plaee 
on the 7tb of June, in the present year, &tA mm 
attended by one hundred and twenty of the Select^ 
admittances being decided by ballot. — ^Mrs. Gover* 
nor Darling's ball, in honour of His Majesty^s 
birth-day, was the most splendid and most nume- 
rously attended of any yet given in. the. eolony—^ 
two hundred individuals being present on this 
occasion, a considerable portion of whom would be 
qualified by their wealth and respectability to move 
in genteel society in England. This ball has been 
immortalized in our annals as the first, ednce the 
foundation of the colony, in which the ladies equalkd 
in numbers the gentlemen, — a circumstance which 
has given rise since to much pleasant speculative 
conversation among the bachelors* 

The pride and dignified hauteur of some of our 
ultra aristocracy far eclipse those of the nobility in 
England. An excellent Yorkshiie friend of mine, 
in command of a merchant-ship, unaware of the 
distance and punctilio observed here, .very iimoh 
cently stepped up to one of our *^ enunent lawyers,!' 
(to whom he had been casually introduced but a fe%^ 
days previous,) to ask some trifling question^ wfaLeh 

VOL. II. p 
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he prefaced with ** Good morQing, Mr. — '* The 
man of the law, however, recoiled as if a toad had 
tumbled in his path, and ejaculated with a stem 
frown, ** Upon my life, I don't know you, sir.** 
This prored a subject of much merriment afterwards 
to my friend, who would receive my usual ** How 
d'ye do's," when we met, with a disdainful toss of 
the head, and " Upon my life I don't know you, sirV' 
While strolling once with an acquaintance, on 
my first arrival in the colony, we chanced to en- 
counter a couple of our men of rank, with one 
of whom my friend walked aside, to hold some 
private conversation, leaving the other and me 
standing together. As the gentleman was known 
to me by sight, and I knew him also to have 
lately come down the country in a direction which 
I was about to take on the morrow, I incautiously 
asked of him the state of the roads. But what was 
my surprise when, drawing himself up with a most 
self-important air, he replied in the exact terms of 
the lawyer before-mentioned, " Upon my word I 
don't know you, sir." Being yet a novice with 
respect to colonial dignity, I naturally concluded 
that some wag had been chalking P. B. or such- 
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Eke villanousins^ma. upon.my back(as is some-* 
times, practised), which had: brought ^ on me this; 
coatemptuous rebuff ; but oa satisfying myself .of 
the incorrectness of the surmise, I naturally began 
tot marvel who this great man could be, and should 
doubtless have set him down as the Duke de las 
Sierras, or the Marquis of Aquaro.at least, had, I 
npt been afterwards assured that he was, nothing 
more, than a retired subaltern of infantry spme 
time rusticated here. " Then,'' said I, ** this 
must be aland of. high aristocratical feeling, in-» 
deed!. — Ay, and of high, feeling of honour^ 
too,'' added I a few minutes after, , upon . hear- 
ing one of our . legitimate exquisites, . newly re- 
leased , from , a six . months' incarceration for. tri- 
fling with the perjury laws, .most earnestly .ap- 
peal ** Pan honour'* to the truth, of, a statement 
he was making. *' Oh! that is very judicious of 
him indeed," observed, a by stander, *' to pledge. his 
kommr to it, — as he knoiirs well that nobody would 
take his oath^ 

What a perplexing dilemma, you see, a stranger 
is thus placed in : for if. he • inquires his way 
through Sydn€fy of one of our titulars, (even deco- 
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rated with a C. B. appendage,) he runs a risk of 
having his pocket picked ; and if he applies to an 
untitled, he may be superciliously repulsed. 
. The fashionable pedestrian promenade about 
Sydney, as I have stated before, extends round 
Mrs< Macquarie's Road and the government do- 
main ; while the South-liead road constitutes the 
equestrian drive, along which our beau monde pour 
en in^asse on gala-days in their various fashionable 
iurn'Outs^ twelve private carriages being kept at 
this instant in the colony, while few individuals of 
any respectability are without their gigs or riding- 
horses:-*- there being no taxes to pay here on any 
of these articles, the expense of supporting an 
equipage is not worth calculating. We have post- 
offices in every principal town whereto letters are 
conveyed, and post-horses are now equipping for 
the due transmission of letters to every part of the 
colony. A great variety of respectable schools 
throughout the colony further the purposes of 
education ; the most celebrated being the Sydney 
Free Grammar School under the able management 
of Dr. Halloran; the Caledonian Academy, 
founded upon the principles of the Scotch schools. 
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under the management of the Rev. Mr. hang, the 
Presbyterian clergyman ; Mr. Cope's Seminary ; 
and the Naval Seminary for instruction in seafa- 
ring matters, under the superintendance of Captain 
Beveridge. Various ladies' schools are to be found 
also ; but few possessing much celebrity. Musicr 
masters for the piano and harp takci regular cir- 
cuits to give lessons to the rising fair ; while Monsi. 
Giraud, and other professors of attitudes and dan? 
cing, teach them to ho)d their heads ^p, turn out 
their toes, and trip it along in waItzeS| qpadiriUes> 
and confre danses. 

The doors and interior fittings-up of the better 
description of our houses are of colonial cedar^ 
kept polished in the manner of mahogany, the 
tables and chairs also being usually of the same. 
Rush-bottomed chairs, manufactured here, supply 
the place of the latter for common purposes. — The 
India cane mat is generally substituted for the 
English carpet, on account of its superior coolness, 
ifhile white is for a similar reason our domestic 
costume; the gentlemen, however, exchanging the 
white jacket for a blue one when the weather is 
cool, or on riding out ; — blue jackets, over light 
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summer vests and trowsers constitute indeed the 
common dress . of the majority of our respectable 
tradesmen, and the Sunday garb of the more lowly ; 
•strainr hats being generally worn in summer, either 
impdrted from Manilla, or of colonial manufacture, 
the finest selling at 12s. apiece. 

Our church establishment is under the charge 
of Archdeacon Scott, who is now zealously en- 
deavouring to further our spiritual comforts by 
extending the " benefit of clergy'* throughout 
4he colony; and also to further our mental im- 
provement by the endowment of schools and in- 
stitutions for mechanics in the most populous and 
centrical places, for which purposes a certain por- 
"tion of land is granted : — the colonial schools are 
under the direction of the ministry, as they always 
'should be. 

A dispensary is likewise now about to be esta- 
blished, to furnish medicines and advice to the poor 
gratis. There are several reading-rooms and libra- 
*ries : while our various Australian journals furnish 
intelligence and on-dits. We have the " Sydney 
.Gazette " and " Alistralian " published twice a 
week, and the " Monitor'' once a week ; — the two 
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former, at a charge of nine-pence each paper, and 
the latter at the charge of a shilling. The former al- 
most equals in size the Morning Herald, and usually 
comprises a vast fund of colonial news, as well as 
interesting and entertaining advertisements ; while 
the two latter are conducted with an ability of 
which few papers out of London can boast. Jour- 
nals conducted by men of sound judgment and 
ability are certainly vast acquisitions to any new 
colony, and such, in the " Australian " and *' Moni- 
tor," we undoubtedly possess. All these journals 
average from seventy to eighty advertisements 
in their pages, and have an average circulation 
of 650 impressions each, or a total of 3250 im- 
pressions weekly. No duty is levied by way of 
stamps, or on advertisements, the charge for three 
insertions of eightlines in the " Monitor" being seven 
shillings — and of fifty lines, one guinea. — Our colo- 
nial Almanack is a most useful and excellent little 
work, which no settler ought to be without, — since 
it contains short but valuable treatises on colo- 
nial farming and gardening ; the periods for plant- 
ing, sowing, and reaping the various local produc- 
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tions ; the itoual state of the- weathar tl»rougIioiit 
the year ; the ratea of ferries and tolls, and conve- 
nient money-tables. A good practical treatise on 
the yine has latefy issued from our press ; while a 
history of the colony^ a treatise on sheep-husban- 
dry/ a diary of travels in the interior, and two 
Tolume9 of poems^ (one by Mv. Tompson, a young 
Australian, and the other consisting' of bir1b*day 
odes, songs, and jeux d'esprity by our yenerable 
laureate Mr. Michael Robinson,) are all about to 
appear. In fact, printing is now executed here 
very neatly, as our newspapers (to go no farther) 
manifest. 

Since the institution of the Sydney Turf Club, 
a great addition has been made to our pastimes ; 
and wliile the value of horses has been materially 
enhanced thereby, the breed will attain more rapid 
improvement. It possesses asecretary, treasurer, and 
a select list of members, who are regularly balloted 
for ; and many gloomy faces may be seen on grand 
election-days owing to five black-balls tumbling out 
of the white*ball box. The races are held twice a 
year, between Sydney and Paramatta, and eight 
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kofses often start at a time for the plate, several 
plates being given by the club, one by the Aus- 
tralian ladies, and one by the late governor. 
Races have likewise been held at Paramatta and 
Penrith, and in fact this excellent old English 
sport is no where more highly enjoyed than in Aus- 
tralia. 

Great hospitality to strangers prevails through- 
out the colony, and in travelling you are always a 
welcome guest at any respectable house. 

An opinion has, I know, been put forth that free 
emigrants become gradually inoculated with roguish 
propensities after their arrival here : this I have not 
been able to perceive; though certainly no vast scru- 
pulosity is manifested by some of them, which may 
as justly be ascribed to former habit as recent cor- 
ruption. Not so, however, thought Samshoo, an 
East-Indian servant-boy belonging to a merchant 
here, who had been detected by his employer in 
purloining a large bag of dollars. ** Samshoo !'' said 
his astonished master, '' what has made you turn 
such a rogue? you, that have been so long in my 
service, and always shown yourself before such 
an honest lad;" ''Massa," blubbered Samshoo, 
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shrugging his shoulders^ ''when Samshoo come 
here, Samshoo yery good boy ; now Shamshoo dam 
rogue ; every body, massa, turn rogue here ! by 
and bye, massa turn rogue too !" 
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LETTER XXV, 

It was during the administration of Governor 
Macquarie that those party feuds commenced 
which have kept the colony in a ferment ever 
since. Deeming the colony to have been founded 
as much with a view to the reformation as punish-^ 
ment of offenders, he justly concluded that the 
surest way of achieving the former object was, 
by elevating the character of the emancipated con- 
vict/ in raising him to a suitable moral station in 
society again. But, unfortunately, the mode Go- 
vernor Macquarie took of carrying his correct and 
beneficent views into execution, entirely frustrated 
the attempt. He conceived that the governor's 
countenance alone would overwhelm all opposition, 
and that authority ought to step in, to enforce what 
a mere expression of his wish failed to effect. 
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Now, in matters of opinioo, man is like a -pig, — if 
you attempt to force him on> he only retrogrades 
from the point you wish to urge him to, and you 
must coax him along quietly, if you are really se- 
rious in attaining your object, or else drive him on- 
wards by making him believe the reverse is the ob« 
ject you have in view. Governor Macquarie, finding^ 
a number of demurrers to his opinions, instead of 
coaxing them on to his views; or taking no notice 
of what was done or said, but quietly invitiotg such 
individuals of the emancipist body to:hk table as 
hedeeaied respectable eiMmgh, and letting time 
and reason work the rest ; forthwith began to look 
upon aU who opposed his projects as personal eu0*^ 
mies, and often indeed ' treated them as suchi 
This line of conduct at once severed from him many 
individnals ; vrfaile the more marked attesition he 
paid to members of the emancipist body in com^ 
pfoison with the free inhabitants, made it be be- 
Keted by others that it was his intention to exalt 
the emancipist above the emigrant, and thus dis- 
g»ited those who might probd[>ly have coun^ 
le&anced the plan. Now, What Ims been the 
result in Van Dieman's Land, where a different 
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GO'urge was pursued by the ^ble aad jiidiciou4 
SoreU ? An mdiyidiial of ^b^ emancipist body ba^ 
hew lively elected there to the bank-^dir eetorship^ 
in opposition to several most respectable emigrants* 
and by a body of proprietors too^ the greater por- 
tion of whom are free emigrants. — On Governor 
Macquarie's departure the emancipists w^e again 
thrown into the shade, and not one ever visited 
the sncceedkig governor at a party of any.descrip- 
tion, nor ctid he ever dine even in company with 
asing^ emancipist, until the very close of his ad- 
ministration. This sudden downfal produced, as 
you may suppose, a disheartening effect upon 
the whole body» and some most respectable in-* 
dividnals among them felt it, I know, keenly ( 
deeming themselves and their descendants thns 
for. ever doomed to be, like the seed of Cain, a 
stigmatized race, — as they saw even their very chil- 
dren debarred from the giovernor's society, and 
thus held forth as equally unworthy with themT 
selr<9s« Things continued in this state, till the ap-« 
pearaace of the '' Australian" newspaper roused 
die emancipist, body to oppose the course pursued 
taward tb^» in omitting their, names in the nevr 
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list of magistracy^ in confomiity to the commis« 
sioner's recommendatioiQy and driving them out 
of the pale of respectable society ; contrary^ how^ 
eyer> to the commissioner's evident wish* 

The individuals supposed to have influenced the 
commissioner were the principal objects of attack/ 
personal motives with some of these assailants hav** 
ing obviously even gpreater weight than their pro- 
fessed public creed. A case was now got up to 
make it appear that the emancipists were an op- 
pressed body, trampled on by the emigrants, and de^ 
prived by unfair means of what they deemed their 
rights. — N0W9 neither the magistracy nor council 
were shut by any legislative enactment against 
the emancipists, the local government having the 
power to appoint any individual, whether emigrant 
or emancipist, whom it deemed deserving, — 
juries being the only bodies they were at that 
period legally disqualified from. This disqualifica- 
tion they were most anxious to remove ; but the 
commissioner, who foresaw great disturbance likely 
to ensue either from, the emancipists or the emi- 
grants being admitted to sit on juries, suggested 
that both parties should be excluded, and the juries 
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ixvmposed of military and nayal officers alone as 
formerlyy who might be fairly presumed destitute 
of all prejudice as to either class. — ^Another cry 
was now raised by the emancipists for a house of 
assembly, but stoutly opposed by the emigrants, 
idio saw nothing therein but the seeds of disorder 
and confusion. 

To talk of conferring an unlimited privilege, on 
the broad English principle of property alone en* 
titling an individual to the right of sitting upon a 
jury, would be absurd respecting a population 
chiefly constituted of those who had themselves 
been convicted offenders against the law. 

With respect to civil cases, (such, for instance, 
as relate to property,) the law as it now stands 
is best adapted to our present state of society. 
If both parties agree to it, a jury is called in ; 
but if one dissents, the case is forthwith tried 
before the judge and two magisterial assessors. In 
libel cases, however, and criminal cases too, jury- 
trials may no doubt be rendered very beneficial 
by making the right of a juryman to sit depend as 
much upon the question of character as that of 
property ; reducing the number of jurymen, on 
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eaofa jaryt in every place of trial, aocordsig to its 
population, and allowing th^ decisions to go by ^ 
mqfaritjff instead of I^ unanimity. If every in- 
dividoal in the colony were given a right to sit as 
a criminal juryman on being qualified by property 
alone, there would be no control whatfsver over 
the most iniquitous conduct, and serious mischief 
might be occasioned before a chd^nge of law cquld 
be made : while, to mi individnal who had been a 
convict, the title to that as a right epuld never 
have the same beneficial influence on his moral 
behaviour, as when awatded ^ a distinguishing 
boon to gjood conduet- The man who could claim 
this privilege as ap inheritanoe the moment he 
acquired a certain property, would, as is very evi- 
dent, care less about character than when He saw 
that without character his property availed hink 
nothing. To have twelve jurymen, also, ^n ev^rjf 
case, would be most oppressive in our thinly- 
peoplc^d distrin^ts ; while, to p;r^vent the bribery or 
guilty participation of a single juryman from de- 
featifiig the justioe of the law, mcgorities ought to 
dedde the c^use, the foreman »inpily certifying ij9 
the judge the number of aye^ and noe§^ If the 
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^w^ iWgiBinoj w^^ enjoined to diTaw itp ai»r 
nually a lifit of a// individuals ia tl^e cdlooy entitled 
by {property to serye« making distinguishiog inai^k« 
in favour of those of good ehaxacter, to insure their 
baiog put v(pim the jury list, while from those re- 
jected ^Ym. the goyernor might still select such 
9/m^ 9§ he deemed proper (in order to counteract 
any i^exatious oooduct on the part of the magi- 
stracy), a jury system might be formed beneficial to 
the Golopy at large, and capable of effectually iserv- 
ing all the purposes required, till the state: of so^ 
ciety h^re. ad^iitted the mere qualification of pror 
peirty to suffice. 

.A9 to a bouse of representatives, — when it is 
recollected i?hat bitter dissensions liav.e existed 
f<Nr many years between the emigrants and eman^ 
cipists, and that the latter would compose at least 
four-fifths of the electors, it is evident that such a 
measure would not only tend to revive that discord 
which His present Excellency is fast allaying, but 
put the whole emigrant body in the power of the 
emancipist faction. Yet these two objects, name- 
ly^.a house of assembly and genuine trial by jury, 
are gravely declared to be the best means that 
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can be devised for promotiiig the harmony of the 

, • • • ' • 

colony ; but as lawyers are the singers of the lo 
p€Bans about this said harmony, we are naturally 
induced to wonder what has so suddenly brougbt 
about this before unheard-of reform in the principles 
of that body^ of whom discord forms the very food. 
A council, formed upon a broader scale than 
the one now existing, is the sort of legislative body 
best adapted to the promotion of the harmony and 
the interests of the colony for many years yet to 
come ; but its sittings ought to be open, its pro- 
ceedings reported, and all the acts proposed* print- 
ed and distributed at least a month before dis- 
'cussion, so that they may be digested by the public 
at large, and their defects pointed out* Any 
body, however popularly constituted, will soon 
dwindle into a downright hive of drones, if not 
urged on by the stimulating excitement afforded 
by publicity. The conduct of the members of the 
council would thus be open to scrutiny, and the 
motives of each for supporting or opposing iany 
given measure set forth to the public ; but, in 
its present state, the council is, and will contiiiue 
to be, looked upon as a body more inclined to 



NBW SOUTH WALfiS. 189 

firranr private interests tkan ndnister to those of 
the commnnity. Besides, publicity would stimu- 
late able members to exert their talents for the 
general good, and impart confidence to the people 
in their decisions. It is hoped some such arrange- 
ment will form one of the items in the expected 
-amendment of our colonial code. 

Although noit-participation in the ssane'political 
rights is the ostensible object our emancipists are 
whimpering about, yet non-participation in the same 
heef and pudding at the same table is the actual 
stimulant of all this ** much ado about nothing." 

.But is it the general body of the emancipists 
who vociferate so much about this point? oh no 4 
it is only the emancipists ** purs et par excel- 
lence*^ — or such as have neither been punished 
nor convicted of any offence in the colony, from 
whose social meetings the emancipists impiire are 
as religiously excluded as the former caste is from 
the tables of the exclusionists. At one of the public 
dinners of the emancipists pure some years back, 
a terrible /roco^ ensued from one of the proscribed 
inadvertently gaining admittance, who being as* 
sailed with a universal shout of ** Turn him oat» 
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tHm him out!" fortlimtb squatted huoself «t tb^ 
end of tbe taUe^ aiid cpmme«i^ed vipQU kis soHp^ 
skilfoUy iBtrenobing his porition by roUing th^ 
oomer of the tablecloUi round his haad, with a 
Tiow gf • pulling tbe whole of the sitiokiug page>* 
fotp; off the tablQ in case of molestation. At the 
dinner, too, give^ by th^t body to Sir Thomaa 
Brisbane, a sort of Board of Green Cloth sat upon 
aU applicationil fop tickets, rejectii^ every one 
vho had been punished or convicted by any c6h)« 
nial ooujrti— in order that His Excdlenoy might not 
be exposed to the unpleasant dilemma of rubbing 
bis immaculate shoulders against a man who had 
been sullied by a double conviction. 
. Therefore while the emancipists pure thus admit 
tione convicted in the colony to dine with them, 
the emigrants pure admit none convicted either in 
or out of it, to that familiarity. Although the 
eonduet of the first-mentioned body is somewhat 
inconsistent, it nevertheless shows that they are 
not altogether a degraded race, but still retain 
Imliugpt of honest furide arising from a consciotis- 
nflss of their repent good oonduot. The practice 
followed in England is no rule for this colony. 
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If this is to contintte ta be a place for the refor4 
mation as well as for the punishment of criminals^ 
w^ keejp these quondam criminals a prosoribed 
race 4tfUr reformation has obviously taken fuU 
effect, and their time has been served, or their 
pardon- awards? It is a piece of gross impolicy 
as well as great injustice to do so; because, by 
morally elevating a man in society, and infusing 
into him a proper pride, and respect for hims^f, 
yoa secure him in a great measure against the 
future commission of crime ; — ^for who is there 
imbued with a due degree of personal pride, and 
who values the character he has acquired in society, 
that will readily, be guilty of a base action ? — The 
calling this colony a colony for reform, is a mere 
bugbear as long as the reformed continue to be 
marked as a race of outcasts. I see no reason 
whatever for excluding a man who has been once 
convicted from any office the unconvicted now 
enjoy here, when his period of punishment is com- 
pleted and his conduct has been deserving. How 
obvious are the good effects which would naturally 
same from his admission to equality ! A greater 
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indnoement would be thus held out to those already 
commencing reformation to persevere — awhile the 
gtill depraved would feel urged onward toward 
a salutary change^ seeing those who had been as 
criminal as. themselves now restored to honest 
society, and becoming as useful as they had before 
been pernicious. 

This system of exclusion is in fact practised to 
aa extent which few in England would believe : — 
the poacher, political offender, and thief, being all 
looked upon as equcdly degraded. Nor. is any 
difference held to exist between the blackest crimes 
and the most venial offences. The man who stole 
to satisfy the cravings of hunger, or was excited 
thereto by sudden temptation, — the hardened rogue 
proud of his hundred crimes, — and the bashful 
booby blushing for his solitary one, are all looked 
upon alike, and treated alike too. 

Few, very few, of these same, emancipists pun 
are at all qualified even for the bench; therefore, 
the elevation of some two or three of. them could 
prove, little detriment to the course of justice, sup- 
posing they did casually disgrace their office, while 
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tbe.mcladingsucb a number alone would prove just 
as beneficial as running .the list up to a dozen, by. 
demonstrating that the bar to their moral elevation 
was removed. Of late, indeed, some free emigrants, 
have been attending the . dinner-parties of the 
wealthy emancipists, but being chiefly of the tra- 
ding or borrowing community, private interest of 
course forms the chief incentive to their conduct ; 
nevertheless, this is a beginning from; which, in 
time, better fruit may spring. 

Our emancipist body, in honest truth, forms. the 
most useful and enterprising portion of our com- 
munity ; — all the distilleries, nearly all the brewe- 
ries, and the greater: portion of the mills and va- 
rious manufactories, being owned by them ; while 
they have . never, so far as I can learn, disgraced 
themselves by engaging in any of the smuggling 
transactions, whereby many of those who came out 
UAjder the. proud title of free men have tarnishjsd 
their reputation. Several of our most respectable 
merchants have told me. that, in the numerous 
mattters of business wherein, they have been con- 
cenied with . the . emancipists, their conduct has 
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always proved mo^i honauraUef though some hmte 
will endeavour to detract from this praise, by saying 
that their principles have suffered no change, tiie 
terror of the law and self interest alone keep!Hig 
them honest. This I hold to be an illiberal and 
unworthy suspicion : — and if otherwise, what re- 
tains nineteen-twentieths of mankind in the paths 
of honesty but these two identical things ? — honest 
principle often taking a harlequin leap from the 
breasts of even the nearest friends when property 
is thrown as a bone of contention among them. 
As long as people can gain more by a sort of decent 
roguery, than by open unqualifiedhonestj, (without 
their neck or their future interests being endan- 
gered,) they seldom scruple much. Honesty is in 
fact as much an acquired habit as a fixed principle; 
and by our quondam rogues getting into this habit, 
like all acquired habits whether good or bad, it 
will not be very readily thrown off. When we see 
a nation at one period shining forth as the model 
of every thing virtuous and noble, and at another 
period degraded by every species of knavery and 
vice, we only see a change of habits not of natu- 
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rally inher^it principles, because what is natural 
to the human constitution, such as the passions we 

are universaUy imbued with, or the colour of our 
skin, continues the same from generation to gene- 
ration. 
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LETTER XXVI. 



Emigration to any colony can never be con- 
ducted on so extensive a scale as to-be of material 
benefit in relieving the mother country from the 
excess of her increasing population. 

Even supposing ten thousand poor individuals 
were drained off per annum, that number would 
not amount to a tenth of the yearly increase ; and 
I doubt if even half that number could be shipped 
ofi^ annually and located, without entailing such 
an expense as to make the remedy worse than the 
disease: emigration must proceed gradually to 
proceed beneficially ; for, it is observed in Aus- 
tralia, that when numbers crowd in too quickly, 
the prices of stock are so materially enhanced, 
as to operate greatly to the fresh emigrant's 
prejudice ; and in America the same remark 



NBW SOUTH WALES. 147 

holds equally good. If these poor emigrants 
could find employment near an American sea-port^ 
undoubtedly that would be the cheapest mode of 
getting rid of them ; but if we mean to colonize 
them, I think, taking all things together, that they 
may be more cheaply disposed of in Australia. 
The ont-Yoyage to America is nothing, the inland 
journey being the weighty point to be considered ; 
and when simply set down upon locations in Upper 
Canada, and all expenses paid, if thirty pounds 
per head clear these matters, I am greatly de- 
ceived; and for this sum iudiyidually a family 
may be landed upon a location in Australia, where 
the country is in a great measure cleared to their 
hands. Emigrations of agricultural labourers on 
any thing like an extensive scale for purposes of 
colonization, might be most successfully and eco- 
nomically conducted, by settling primarily upon 
the principles of the co-operative system, — that is, 
by turning the combined exertions of the settlers 
to clearing, cultivating, and erecting the necessary 
buildings upon one centrical farm, from which the 
individual settlers might afterwards ramify to their 
own locations, after they had thus secured lodging 
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and subsistence for themselves at the parent depots 
This point being attained^ the spare portion of 
the working cnmmunity should of course be re- 
quired to assist in raising the requisite buildings 
upon the yarious locations successively^ as well as 
in clearing, fencing, and putting into cultivation 
each individual's grant, until the whole of the set- 
tlers were accommodated upon their separate farms, 
while a fresh importation from England might 
again occupy the central farm, and ramify there- 
from in the same way, importation succeeding im* 
pbrtation until the distance of the locations required 
a fresh central farm to be instituted. A tax of a 
certain number of bushels of wheat and maize per 
acre annually for a fixed number of years, on each 
location, would tend to support succeeding bodies 
of settlers, on their first arrival, until their own 
locations afibrded them food. Their wives should 
be taught to spin flax and wool previous to emi- 
grating, and individuals skilled in weaving, tan- 
ning, carpentering, blacksmith's work, and shoe- 
making, should form a part of the body, so as to 
enable them as far as possible to supply within 
themselves all their pressing wants. A plan like 
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this would be certainly the cheapest and most 
easily carried into execution of any I can imagine ; 
and if an active able individual superintended 
each of these settlements, such a mode might be 
carried on with benefit upoa a very extensive 
scale. 

Such settlements would prove eventually of in-^ 
finite importance to the mother country, as marts 
for her manufactures^ in which light we must 
chiefly view establishments of this description ; for 
the portion of supernumerary population that, on 
the most extended scale, could be taken off by emi-* 
gration^ would be too trifling materially to mitigate 
the misdiiefs arising from that source, though cer- 
tainly it could not but be the means of obviating 
much individtiol misery. 

Detachments of soldiers are sent out annually 
to India, — by way of New South Wales, for the 
purpose of guarding the convicts. Now, as thesi^ 
detachments are invariably composed of young 
recruits, totelly unacquainted with the service^ 
and one half of them indeed generally mere 
striplings, I conceive a number of poor settlers 
mig^t'be shipped out this way by substituting^ 
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ihem for the soldiers^ because the expense in- 
ciinred in keeping a detachinent of soldiers in IffeW 
South Wdlesi and fonrarding it from thence to 
India, Irould carry three times the number of set- 
tlors out that the detachment oonaMied of. 

For emigrants with no great amount of 6«pu 
tal» (larticalarly bachelors, settling upon the plan 
of the oo-operative system is undoubtedly the best 
they t«a adopt ; but tiiree, or at most four; in one 
commumon, is the utmost that should be generally 
thought of. The great point in em^ration is to 
save expense at the outset, in which respect an 
immense advantage must necessarily be gained by 
tfa» system, besides having the benefit of thre^ 
heaifls, and three pair of hands, t6 superintend and 
work at the different divisions of the farm. One 
{dougfafflaii, one bullock*driver, one house-servant, 
one stockman, and one shephetd, at the outset, 
would serve the purposes of three settlers as effiBC- 
tudly^ as of one ; and indeed, in the case of three 
aetive settlers, acquainted with farm management, 
several of iheee servants might be' dkpensed with. 
By Oonstntctiag all the primary requisite build-^ 
11^, feaoes^ and stock-yard, upon one location at 
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a time» and securing supplies of food at tbe outset 

from it, until the same buildings and improve-^ 

ments could be gradually completed upon the nrhole 

three locations, what a great primary outlay of 

capital would thus be saved, without taking into 

account the consolation derived from each other's 

society and advice during such ao anxious bustling 

period as that of first settling ! Three individuals^ 

arriving in the colony with 400/. each, mustering 

thus a capital among them of 12007., would do a 

fourth more at least with this sum, than a single 

individual possessing such capital of 1300/. could, 

besides placing themselves in comfort in one-third 

of the time, and saving eventually a large sum by 

the proceeding. Having myself proved the benefit 

of this plan, I can speak with greater ccmfidence 

of its merits. In fact, in this way, emigration may 

be successfully practised by large bodies of indi* 

viduals possessing small capitals, who could not 

at all attempt it single-handed. Six individuals, 

for instance^ with 100/. each in their pockets on 

arrival, willing and able to work, might soon form 

a comfortable asylum for themselves ; abd even if 

Uiey- landed with only 50/. apiece, might, start 
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Recently. The requisites here are the preserva- 
tion of a good understanding among themselves, 
and a sufficiency of land, at no great distance one 
from the other, fit for farming purposes. 

Western Port, from its advantages in point of 
fine harbour^ cool salubrious climate> good navigable 
rivers extending interiorly^ and excellent thinly-* 
timbered grassy soil, promises the best of any por* 
tion of unlocated country now known throughout 
the territory of New South Wales. The country 
interiorly from Bateman's Bay, comprehending the 
extensive downs of Monaroo, will prove the next 
best in point of coolness of climate ; but that about 
Moreton and Trial Bays> will probably prove the 
most convenient, on account of water communica^ 
tion* Western Port being but a short distance 
across Bass Straits from Port Dalrymple in Van 
Dieman's Land, all the primary requisites of grain, 
sh^ep, and cattle, might be imported thence, and 
other necessaries also, until the settlements should 
become sufficiently populous to induce a ship direct 
from England to touch. 

Cabin passages to New South Wales now 
usually vary from 70/. to 100/.; but, from the 
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length of Toyage, proper inquiries ought to be 
made as to the character of the captain of the 
ship, as well as a regular bargain respecting how 
you are to live on the voyage; nor would it be 
amiss to examine personally as to what has been 
embarked for cabin stores, since most shameful 
treatment has often been experienced by settlers 
coming out^ which on so long a voyage as eigh- 
teen or twenty weeks is somewhat trying to the 
temper. 

If the eligible stations of Western Port, Mona-^ 
roo Downs, Trial or Moreton Bay, and Port Mac- 
quarie, should not be open for the location of settlers 
on your arrival, your search must then be directed 
toward Argyle, Bathurst, or Hunter's River, for 
a suitable spot. The surveyors of these places, if 
in Sydney at the time, will give you full informa- 
tion about the quality of the unlocated lands, the 
position of which will be pointed out in the chart {. 
or if these gentlemen are residing in their dis-t 
tricts, you must gain the information from them 
there* No lands are now granted but what are 
surveyed, which would be an excellent rule if the: 
surveying department was strong enough to keep 
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Irell m aayaiicb of the applications ; Imt m it k «t 
^sent; the rdl^ is oMig^ in some m^asm^ to h6 
£speftsed intli ; for as th^ best portionjs are of 
eoutse Jlrst picked otrt 6f the iiewly^stirreye4 
Iknds, xtnless a settled arrires at the instant a snr* 
vey is completed^ he ratist otherwise either put dp 
ividi a bad grants or vrsit until the surrey of a 
Dew portion of hind takes place. Even m se- 
lection firom the surveyed portions, great diffi^ 
culty is often experienced in finding out which 
sections are yet unappropriated ; and instances are 
not unfrequent where the wrong section has been 
settled on, and much expense and annoyance in 
this way incurred. If a guide should not be found 
advisable to be despatched along with each ne^ 
settled, to point out the unappropriated grants, &e 
trees in the parish lines, and the trees in the sec- 
tion lines, might be barked and lettered, and nam* 
bered in such a way that the new fiettler could not 
readily make a mistake. v 

The utmost extent of iand how granted iis SS60 
acres, which you must prove yourself possessed of 
MOOf. capital, in money &t property, to be entitled 
to ; a eaf^tsd of SOOf. being required for each MO 
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aeres. At the end of seven years^ you nmst have exr 
pended a fourth of the estimated value of your grant 
in improvements^ to complete your title to it, at 
Arhioh period you commence paying a quit-rent <^ 
fire per cant per annum upon the estimated value 
of the grant, which quit-rent you are allowed at 
any time to buy up, at twenty years' purchase* 
The natural lands in this colony have never yet 
been valued at more than &8. per acre, therefore 
die value of the 2560 will be 642/. 2s., and the 
quit-rent 82/. per annum. It would be a great 
improvement to permit this quit-^rent on fir#t 
grants to be paid and purchased up in wheat and 
berf, at the market value ; a plan that would suit 
the government equally well, and tibe settler better 
than a money payment. The great &ult in the 
system hitherto pursued in this colony has been, 
that the terms upon which land was granted were 
either never enforced, or that there were actually 
no terms to enforce. By exacting a quit-rent at a 
given period, you oblige the settler to improve the 
grant, in order to make it sufficiently valuable to 
answer the deyiand of the quit-rent, instead of 
keeping it as a ipere stock-rim, or leaving it in a 
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atate of natare^ until its yalue should become so 
much increased by the condensation of popula* 
tion around, as to enable him to dispose of it to 
greater advant^e. This increasing value of land^ 
from increasing population^ will often double the 
value of a grant in the space of a few years, with* 
out reference to a. single improvement. 

Each river being usually taken here as a base- 
line in the measurement of land, and a mile of 
river frontage allowed for each 640-acre grant, 
while for a 2000- acre grant no more river front- 
uge is allowed (the measurement being simply 
cairied backtrards in the same line), — by fix- 
ing upon a section indifferently watered beyond, 
and containing no alluvial soil there, you will, in 
thifi way, secure as much land in a 640 grant as 
in a 2000-acre one, inasmuch as no other settler 
will be disposed to accept of the land behind you, 
from these obvious disadvantages. The new settler 
need not therefore be alarmed by the amount of 
capital required ; because, if he possesses the sum 
of SOO/., be will generally be able to secure as 
much land for this sum as if he produced treble 
that amount, besides having only a third of thQ 
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anniial qmt*rent to pay* Though the alluvial 
lands^ here are not exceeded in fertility by any in 
the world, yet the forest-lands are inferior to those 
of America for. purposes of cultivation, on account 
of our trees being all evergreens and not enriching 
the soil by their deciduous leaves^ 

In searching- for a suitable grant, it is a great 
point to fix upon a place where the knd round it 
is all so indiff^ent that no new settler is likely to 
place himself near you, for a considerable period 
at least, enabling you thus to have a free run tot 
your stock for miles without being encroached 
on; it being a good maxim to consider neat" 
neighbours as bad neighbours, in first settlings 
A horse, with canvas bags for changes of clothes, 
&c* slung over behind the saddle, with a blanket 
under to wrap yourself up in at* night, and a 
light cord round the horse's neck to tether him 
by, furnish your personal equipment while upon 
this quest; and if pushing into a country. at a 

* 

distance from settlers, a pack-horse with provi-r 
sions ought to accompany you, A steady white 
man who is a good bush-ranger, and a black na^ 
tive, complete your train. The note of the belk 



bird* ti&kUfig like a doU the^hell, fumpuiiees in 
our droatby wilds ike weleone presence of wi^m 
(a very useful thing to know) ; and towacd th» 
sound you isay confidently proceed. 

. The settlers one generatty hospitably disposed^ 
and in these jaunts you are always w^bome te 
such fare and such accommodatum ftM Aey have it 
in Ih^ power to giro. A tinder-box, inr powden- 
flask, conjures up u fire when y<»t Kvauac in the 
forest; while a few slips of bark, peded from $. 
tree, shelter you from the cold and we|;;->--aQd 
with a good fire at your feet, and a ^ of hot tm 
before retirii^ to rest, you may sleep cmnfwtably 
enough. Your muskets will furnish yo« with 
birds of rarious kinds ;«^aiid with a bvace of good 
grayfaouuds you will never lack k&ag9XQO» and 
emus; jo that your bush^faiKe is a true sports* 
man's fisast. You meet with wmne adirontm!!i9s 
probably both to astonish and «dana you, but these 
mostly end in your amusement. I£ you should 
hemr a ooach-whip craok behind, you nkay inslinc-^ 
tirely start aside to tot tie .mail pass; but quickfy 
find it is only our native £oachman wi^ his spread"* 
out fanrAail and perkedrup crest, whistling Mi 
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^km^ i^al hk wUplike ToiotegBAh^ bops spnieeljf 
ftiMi braneh to brMieii. Neither must fott te 
SBtoniriied oa heariag - the razar^rinchr ply his 
▼•eaCiini in tbe Tery depths 4>f o«r solitudes ; for 
hare he is a flyi^ instead of a walking aottnal, 
aad eoaseqneatly OM wiy leadily shift his station. 
Od eeatkig yourself comfoitaUy by the fire of en^ 
ef mxt baeKwoodsmen, your attention may proba- 
bly be ameted by a heavy foot-tread approaching 
ike door, foihmred by the heavier souse of a load 
tossed down ift the entranee; and pticking up your 
ear srt the observaption of '' Good Lord ! idiat a 
wiapp^rJ where did you meet with tiiat 4ldf$llaw ?* 
you hear a gmS gruaaUing' voice veply, ** Why I 
had a tightish job on't wi' the oirid boy ; he took 
a g0od many tbnmps on the bead before Icould do 
fm^mtJ* Confounded at the meaning of this eon- 
mcBation, you bend yoor eyes with anKieus gaae 
toward the deor^ whaeh alowly opesing, a despe^ 
vate^looidng ruffian habited in a huge hairy cap 
and riiagg^ kangaroo-skin jaeket, dappled thickly 
with blood, JBtalka aolanmly across the floor oastuig» 
a gruntiag eort of OBOognition to e'aeh person 
aivimd^attd while teasosg out tbe tobaooe-leaf to 
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charge his pipe, relates with the most cool villa-^ 
nous indiJOTerence that he has been fortunate enough 
to kill an old man as he came along, whose bind 
quarters he had just brought with him to make 
steaks of for supper! ending his horrible recital 
with a significant glance at you, while drawling 
out through his husky throat, ** It wiU be a treat to 
the gemman, as he is a new-comer !" You begin to 
fancy you have got into a den of cannibals, and 
that you are doomed to join in their horrible repast, 
or perhaps be broikd yourself in. event of refusal! 
To your great relief, however, the " old man" 
turns out to possess the appendage of a tail, and 
is in fact no other than one of our old acquaint- 
ances, the kangaroos ! 

The rankness of the grassy sward is the best cri- 
terion to go by in making choice of land ; btit as 
the grass is in some instances devoured by the 
caterpillars, you must be cautious how you decide 
on its being actually bad« The growth of the apple- 
tree is another favourable sign ; while the conveni-^ 
ences of fencing timber and an abundance of water 
will decide you in other respects* — Much good 
land is to be culled yet in the Argyle^ Bathurst, and 
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Hunter's River districts, by careful examination ; 
aud as your views will naturally be directed rather 
toward the maintenance of stock than raising culti- 
ratable commodities, you must secure, if possible, 
a good grazing hack-run behind your location. 

You must pay no attention to what the set- 
tlers may tell you regarding the land about their 
farms ; as, it being the interest of every settler 
to keep others at a distance^ the laud within 
twenty miles is sure to be bad in his description. 
When in fact you hear a settler abusing a tract of 
land as very bad, you may generally suspect it to 
be very good. If it is the interest of the merchants 
to induce settlers to come to this country, their in-* 
troductionis manifestly coptrary to the interests of 
the old settlers ; because there must always be a 
certain demand for provisions by the government to 
supply the troops and convicts, and the fewer the 
producers of these provisions, the better price is 
consequently exacted, while in every new-comer the 
old settler sees an individual not only destined to 
rival him in the supply of the government wants, 
but curtail the keep of his flocks and herds into the 
bargain* Though the value of land in New South 
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Wales is increased by more dense popalation, yet 
this increased value bears no proportion to the loss 
the old settlers sustain in other respects. — Hence^ 
in this colony, new-comers are looked upon by these 
with.no very benignant eye, while the traders, on 
the contrary, are delighted by their arrival, viewing 
in every new emigrant a prospective customer. 

The reverse is the case with the American old 
settlers ;. because, whilst their property is increased 
in value by a denser population, these is no hi^b 
government expenditure to create jealousy and rir 
valry, and no land around fit to graase stock upon* 
except what is cleared by family laboui: ;-*r4hey bavd 
therefore nothing to lose and much to gain by 
i)ew uettler$ '' ^uattingl' near their locationst 
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LETTER XXVII. 

On making up yotir mind to emigrate^ it .is a 
good rule to mark down in your memorandum-book 
ererf thiag that strikes you as likely to be useful 
vtKm your farm, the instant it occurs to your recol- 
lection, finally arranging all previous to completing 
your purchases ; and if you only carry a portion of 
these articles up with you on first settling upon your 
grant, follow the same practice again there, that you 
may be certain of having every needful article 
altimateiy about you. It is astotdshing what an*^ 
noyaace and etttbarrassment the want of an appa- 
ready very trifling article will give* 

The markets of Sydney are so variaUe, that it 
would not be advisable for any one unacquainted 
with them to embark his capital outwards in a mer* 
eantile speculatioQ. Deposking it with a sabstan-* 
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tial firm in London, and taking* a bill for the same 
at a twelvemonth's date including interest, or a 
letter of credit for the amount upon a Sydney 
house would be the most prudent plan, because 
bills on England have for some years borne a pre- 
mium in the colony, and in the event of such bring* 
lost, their amount is still recoverable. Sovereigns 
are the next most advisable articles, and lastly dol- 
lars. Sovereigns have been worth IL 2s. 6d. in 
New South Wales for some time back, while doU 
kurs may be purchased in London at 4«. and 4s. fid. 
and are passed in the colony at As. 4d. by act of 
parliament* It is contrary to the interest of emi- 
grants to carry out British silver, because it passes 
for the same value in the colony as in England^ 
while on the contrary it is the interest of indivi- 
duals returning to England to bring such home 
with them as being the only species of coin they 
do not lose by on arrival^ and in this way the 
British silver coinage will be gradually drained 
from the colony as well as by exportation on mer- 
cantile account* 

A hai;|iess cask made from an old beef-barreU 
secured by a hinged cover^ with staple and pad-^ 
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lock) for your salted meats ; a second, of the same 
kind, for your floor or wheat ; and three smaller 
ones for your tea, sugar, and tobacco, are very use- 
ful appendages ; as they not only secure the con* 
tents from rain, but also from the fingers of the 
pilferers who may be handing them about. 

Salt pork is preferred to beef on first settling, be- 
cause less of it being required in the ration, the car- 
riage is much easier : but if you take a herd of cattle 
up at once, it is as well to secure a few lean bullocks 
among them to be fattened, killed, and salted as re- 
quired. You will find likewise four white-painted 
tarpaulings, to cover your loaded carts and drays 
with, most beneficial. They are procured at Ed- 
ginton's, 244, Tooley Street, Borough, and cost 
3/. 10«. apiece. Besides keeping the dray-load- 
ings dry, they may be converted into most excel- 
lent tents, by stretcMng them over ridge-poles, 
supported upon two forked posts, closing up one 
end of the tent by sheets of bark, and covering the 
whole with loose sheets of this also, to keep the 
tent cool within. The carts and drays should be 
broad- wheeled, as it is now pretty well proved that 
broad-wheeled vehicles with heavy loads are easier 
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drawn than narrow^wheeled ones^ their greater 
steadiness making amends for their additionsJ 
weight, while their lesB*Iikelihood of bogging abd 
cuttii^ up the soft ground renders thdbr use in 
fann-labpur far superior to the others* Hate^iron 
cut into proper breadths and nailed upon the 
wheels for tines, answers excellently upon our 
bush«roads ; and therefore, this description of ar- 
ticle forms a very good addition to your catalogue* 
In buying bullocks, always see them previously 
at work in plough and cart; note i|own their 
names ; and observe how they are accustomed to 
be yoked, taking care to secure a good leader. A 
strong tether and a pair of strong fetters for their 
fore l^s are essential, as the bullocks require to 
be tethered or fettered every night, when let loose 
on the road, and even some considerable time after 
you cure upon your farm, until they take a liking 
to the plaee,*---the trouble occasioned by their 
straying being often excessive, while a week or so 
lost in their labour may frequently forfeit to you the 
chance of a crop for that year, — a most importsuit 
consideration with aU new settlers; to whom the 
labour of the distant cartage is far more vexations 
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aad oppressiye than the price of Ae aortides carted. 
A black native upon the list of your establishment 
wiU be found well worthy of his hire, as he will not 
only supply you most abundantly with game, but 
reoover readily for you your stray cattle, from 
their great acuteness in tracking. 

After housing your stores, the next great point 
is, to put the plough in action, that you may get 
in whaterer crop comes first in season, carrying up 
with you three fencers, if you can obtain them, to 
secure crops by a good four-rail fence, from the 
d^redatioBs of your stray cattle, one night's mis- 
chief from which will often destroy your whole 
twelvemonth's expectations. Wheat being sown 
from February to May, and maize planted in Oc- 
tober, November, and December, you are there- 
fore always ready for one or the other ; while two 
plantings of potatoes in the year insure two root^ 
crops annually also. A good stock-yard and grazing- 
paddocdi for your working bullocks, should follow 
as speedily as possible, and might in some cases 
beneficially take precedence. 

Fencing land is performed by free labourers, at 
3f • 6^. per rod of twelve feet for four-rail fences. 
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with butted posts two feet in the ground; — the 
principal part of these payments being, however, 
made by you in the shape of provisions, clothes, 
and spirits^ from which you have a profit of at 
least thirty per cent. You are allowed by act of 
council to pay part of your servants' wages in 
spirits, because spirits were found to be the best 
stimulus to call forth their exertions, the greater 
portion of them formerly working like slaves till 
they secured a sufficiency of dollars for a good 
debauch, then retiring to the nearest public-house 
to enjoy it. In this way they would often have to 
ramble a distance of thirty miles or more, and 
idle away a great portion of time, to. their own 
detriment as well as that of their employer. , The 
settler now supplying this desideratum, they will 
occasionally take to a fit of hard drinking for a few 
days, when their wages will admit, but the debauch 
being conunitted on the spot, no time is lost in 
travelling to enjoy it, and the profit goes into the 

■ 

pocket of the settler instead of into that of the 
publican. 

The fencing a portion of ground for a garden 
and orchard^ and the erecting a suitable house, 
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require early attention. All kinds of garden-seed 
should be taken out from England, as well as 
peachy nectarine, apricot, and cherry stones, and 
apple and pear pips, for the raising of seedlings. 
Procure also as many as possible of these in the 
colony, to plant in the nursery portion of the gar- 
den, to be afterwards transplanted into your orchard 
or field-rows ; as, although the trees raised from 
seed will generally produce very inferior fruit, yet 
this fruit is quite good enough for pies and pud- 
dings, while a few good species to propagate by 
grafting, may always be selected from among the 
different yarieties. Vines are abundant in the 
colony, and some thirty or forty slips from them, 
with a few dozen grafted trees introduced into 
your garden from the nursery-grounds of the co- 
bny, will in a few years insure you a yery fair 
crop of fruit ; but indeed our peach-rtrees, raised 
from the stone, will produce fruit in from thi:ee to 
four years generally at the most. Melons and 
pumpkins are most .productive in this climate; 
therefore as the first constitutes a most refreshing 
luxury in hot weather, and the latter an excel- 
l«at substitute for apples in puddings and pies, an 
VOL. II. H 
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acre of grouted caonot be better dUp(^ed o£ than 
kx gtowing them. — Houses on the first est&bU^- 
ment are either formed of wattle and plaaiaei^y or of 
aplit timber and plaster,— the roof being exposed 
of sheets of bark, or thatched with hiady grass, 
whiph proves by far the coolest roof in. hot weathei 
^ad the warmest in cold weather, thatch being 3Qch 
a bad conductor of heat. The great objection to 
its use arises firom its susceptibility to take fire* 

Hoitses are sometimes built, too, of layer^jof turf 
and stoiies, where tknber is scarce. In the. ^it- 
ttmber houses, a fram[e is first put up with ^ groove 
m the upper, and lower wall-plates, to dlide.tfae. s^pRt 
timber into, after b^g trimmed by the axe, th^ width 
of a plank being chipped out at the comer of the 
outer portion of the groove of the lower wall-plate, 
to admit the introduction of the last timber, which 
is then securely nailed in; — and by l&is iileasMSta 
woodea house may be put up without having n«>re 
than a dozen nails in its compositioiK The ^lit 
timb&ts are put in quite rough, imd capped all. oyer 
with the axe to .insure adhesion of Hxe coat of pjlas-: 
ter. This [da&ter i& composed of albiyiiaJl soil, mixed 
with a portion of cow-dung to prevent it fifom crack- 
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ing, and with chopped grass to ebable it to adhere/the 
coat liein^ put 6b with a Hght spade and smoolhed 
over with a plasterer's trowel. It is run over oe- 
easionaUy afterwards with the trowel to fill in the 
cracks ; and on being quite dry, whitewashed with 
Hale/ plaster of Paris, or apple**tree ashes and sour 
milk^-j-^e hrtter' foiming a tolerable substitute 
fm^fime us wiiitewash. ^I have known the frame 
of a house of this description, twenty-four feet long 
by twelve broad, with a back-skilling, or lean-to, 
oFiher same length seven feet wide attached to it, 
put up for the small sum of 8/. exclusive of pla»- 
tevmg. Tfa^ house was thatched, had a ohimney, 
and was divided into four compartments ; and with 
the additional |>lastering, whitewashing, and fit- 
ting of doors and windows, I do not think ex- 
ceeded twenty pounds. The floors are laid with 
well-tnrougbt hard soil, mixed with sand ; shelves 
formed of bark for your various utensils, and a loft 
constructed of the same for stowage. A. veranda 
tends materially to the coolness of the habitation, by 
sheltering the walls from the sun ; while a light 
low fonce of split wood carried round it, with a 
back and front gate, sseures it against the intra- 
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sions of dogs, pigfs, &c. and enables you toleai 
milk-dishes to air and cool nnder the shade of ti 
veranda, without molestation. The daiiy oagi 
always to be secured, too, by a fence of the saa 
materials. 

Land is cleared of timber here, and made fit fa 
the plough, by the government gangs of conncis, 
at the prospective rate .of five busheb of iM 
per acre, upon open forest-land, and seven bisMs 
'■«>«i- brush-land. When the soil is thiily fi"- 
bered, the bes.*. method of clearing, if yonwisl" 
done quickly, is to gnSf\4^ trees out at m 
sawing them up into lengthOlfcpp>ngti»e'"^ 
and burning aU off when suffiefi^Iy ^- '*' 
more usual method, however, isto»<T«'*^ 
trees fuHy half through, then fefl a hlry««* 
the end of the row, so that it may fak>^^ 
*he second, which snapping at the choppi ' 
of the stem, falls in Uke manner against', 
tWrd, and so on until the whole row of tree! 
beaten to the ground in the same way as we i., 
children, upset a pack of cards placed ea edgi 
One third of the felling labour is saved by ti| 
process, when it can be carried into effect, vbui 
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however is but seldom the case in otir forests, the 

trees being at too great distances* The tree when 

felled is lopped and sawed into lengths ; and on 

all being deemed sufficiently dry to burn off, the 

stump is bared to some distance and depth around, 

a good fire made about it (on which the logs and 

branches are piled), and the stump, trunk, and 

branches, destroyed together. In stumping land, 

, where the trunks and branches have been already 

.^ destroyed, dry wood is piled oyer the stump, which 

.^ being covered with turf and mould, (leairing a bole 

at top and bottom for the draught of air to pass 

through,) is set fire to, and the stump thus burnt 

out as if in a limekiln. If the settler clears the 

"" 

^ land with his own men, and is in no great hurry, 

I the cheapest way is to girdle all the trees right 

^ through the sapwood, and let them stand for three 

fal. 
< years, when they will bum like tinder. All that 

^^h afterwards required, is to dig round and lay bare 

the stump, make a good log and branch fire, around 

|, and during the first good dry windy day light 

il your fires, keeping men employed in trimming 

Jiem, until the tree is burnt through and tumbles 

lown. — ^The branches are smashed to atoms in the 



{MpmAjamm^T weU to keep up tb# fires; wlnte 
iik» i»«iiuDf logs Mug roUed njym each olber, am) 
fci^pl 00 fit^ at the crossings, we by degi»es 
bwnrt Uito^ proper Isngdis to be fitwlly rolled tage^ 
tlifir jwd ftUdesixoyod m tbe sane, way,.— The meri^ 
gndling ol.the trees inhproyes tb0 pastor e a^ full 
fMrth i it beopniag sweeter from oot bevsgexpoaed 
to the ikoppings of the leaves, as^d mose luxaiMat 
fran die uaarishinent formerly takeai up by the treea 
being now applied to the grasses. — ^It isi long b^oce 
grasses grow upon the places out of which stamps 
have beea biinit» the: a^joiaiag grasses being pror 
babiy kept fed down so dose that their iseedsoercgr 
oome to proper perfectioD. But it is astonishing to 
observe what a height of richness wheat will attain 
di these spots, eyery stomp-hole being easily, jeck- 
oned in a field of wheat from this great luxuriance 
sdone ;*T-a circumstance forming a very curious sub- 
ject of specnlatfton to the agrioulturist, inasmuch 
as hare wie obsenre the finest crops produced in a 
spot of gioaiid where all vegetable ingredients are 
anmhilated excq>ting the alkaline salts. It is tp the 
alkaline salts and finely*pulyerized state of the 
•oil, we must therefore ascribe this luxuriance; 
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tM tu3 ife see bere a 8p<yt of ground pTOdacinup 
IieaTy crops tritkoiit any x>tlier vegeiaUble profdiret 
MSftg co^tnified in it but alkaline salts, may we n(yt 
asdribe the fettilissing proj^fties of dung solely to 
itl^ possession' of these salts, and to its opening and 
dindi&g the soil to admit the entrance of the 
moistcire ? If this should prove correct, the carbon^ 
h;^dyogen, and nittog<en, found in vegetable prb-^ 
ducts must be derived froin the atmosphere through 
the medium of the roots and branches. 

Hie grasses on bleared land are sooner destroyed 
by the frosts, and therefore the general process of 
cleatihg may be said to be the means of renderftig 
a country coMer in vnnter and warmer id sunttiier 
than when still uncleared, while draining rendei*^ it 
invariably wanner by freeing it of the cold chillihg 
fogs which rise dtiring the day, and fall uj^on 
ilte boisotn at night. The cold wi&ds sweep i]lni^- 
sisted over the cleared lands, but are checked ia 
their impettis when reaching the wooded portion^, 
so that the fdnher. will be proportibiially more 
chilled thaii the latter, while the Sun's rays falling 
with undiminished energy upon the unshaded grass 
cause a sudden thawing of its frozeh blades, and 
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consequent depriTation of their yitality, as we 
peroeiye to happen in all animal and vegetable 
bodies when the thawing process is not slowly 
conducted. — Z have seen gooseberries in bloom 
in the American woods full three weeks before 
observing them in the open fields; but to my 
yiew« this higher temperature of the forests 
partly arises from heat being given out by trees 
during their vegetative circulation ; for as we see 
almost invarmbly either heat or cold produced du- 
ring all chemical combinations, may we not pre- 
sume that something of the same kind takes plac^ 
during the chemical combinations going on in the 
vegetable circulation too ? In fencing the fields, 
it is a material point to have them laid out in re- 
gular squares, and in such sizes as may both ren- 
der them easier ploughed and fit them better for 
pasturage and cultivation. The attention of the 
colony is beginning to be directed toward the 
prickly acacia for hedges, the hawthorn being very 
soft in the spikes here, and not so well adapted for 
hedges on this account as in England : but while 
fencing timber is abundant, no other metiiod of en- 
closure will be adopted, the hardness and durabiliiy 
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of our timbers enabling a wooden fence to last for 
thirty or forty years without any v«ry material, re- 
pairs being required^ if the feet of the posts be 
charred before imbedding them in the ground.*^ 
Hedges require protection from the cattle for some 
years after being planted, besides constant attention 
m weeding and trimming for many years more, 
so that the open rail-fence is on this account, as 
well as from admitting a free circulation of air over 
the fields, the best of all fences for warm latitudes 
like ours. From the chilling winter blasts of cold 
clhnates shelter is required for both vegetation and 
stock ; but in warmer latitudes every thing which 
checks the passage of the cooling currents over the 
ground does harm ; for by stagnating the air, the 
sun's rays are enabled to exert a more powerful 
influence, and thus bum up the- pasture. 

The only species of shelter required in latitudes 
like ours, is shelter from the noon-day heats for our 
grazing stock, by means of clumps of thick-foliaged 
trees scattered over the enclosures. Clumps of 
trees, therefore, to aflbrd this shelter to the cattle^ 
as well as ponds of water for them to drink fromi 
ere requisites in every field, as soon as time will 
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minii tbeif Mmtf oetim* Tbe best mil»d ia, to 
MnmMnid Moh field with a sbaUow ditehk of idioat 
toe f(Mrt d«ep and two feet mid a Jbidf Iwoad, tW 
wlifik of tiie ditches commuiiiGatiiig wiitb eaob 
etiwi;. cpd temiiiatiiig here and there^ ps required, 
i& |mim1« MOiiped out at et, comer whene fmr field* 
meet* oovered with a bark-shed> and planted roood 
w|tb tieea t^ protect the w^tor frwi e¥aporatiofi« 
The pond might opem into each field hy.a £iUp-rad 
entraaoe, «o that whenever a field was und^r pas* 
tore, the rails nvight be takev down to ^dmi the 
cattl^i white patches at ^ther corners be^ pU^ff^ 
with thick-foli^ed trees, to aSavd sh%de dlj^jy(lg 
the heats, these patches might in like mann^i^ 
awintanicate with the fields by i^epas of slip* 
rail eatxaaces. The ditch s«rrof|B#ig the field 
would not only drain the water off, bat iMrevf^t 
im lapid^spreading. summer fires from extending 
their rar^iges thereto,— a poiQt of no trifling vrh 
port in an aisd conoytry like this, where the gra(» 
blaaes with syich rapidity that it is often an e^- 
tremely difficvdt matter to save onr fields of ripened 
pai^ from its fury. 
In theselection of i^cuUural instruments^ muck 
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ef theif Utility of course depends mpon their scientific 
construction: but I could never haye believed tbat 
this exii^ed to ito great an extent in ploughs, had I 
not personally iritnessed an experiment made by t^o 
of my friends in the vicinity of London. — ^l%e field 
experimented oii had been some years under grass, 
odd was pretty tough and stiff to turn up, i^trhil^ 
the force required to urge each plough through 
the ground was measured by a spring steelyard 
fixed between the wipple-trees and the plough, the 
furrow being five inches and a half deep and nine 
inches broad. At the conclusion of the experi- 
mMt, it was found that the common Middlesex 
though required an average force of five cwt. t6 
urge it onwards ; Wilkie's plough, four cwt. ; and 
the same description of plough, with a wheel to 
take off the friction upon the heel and side-plates, 
oinly three cwt.; the latter thus requiring Uttl^ 
more than half the power of the former to perform 
its labour, arising solely from its more scienltific 
construction ; for the weights of the whole three 
diff^ed very little, while the construction 6f the 
two last only varied in the latter having a wheel. 



160 LETTERS PROM 

thus reducing the power required to moye it one 
full cwt by tUs simple addition alone. 
? Again : — ^in yoking horses,* abreast or lengthwise, 
it was found that two horses abreast were nearly 
equal in power to three yoked lengthwise, owing 
to the resistance of the body to be moved increasing 
wilii the distance of the moving power therefrom, 
of which any person may speedily satisfy himself 
by tying a long string to a stone, when the more 
he increases the length of the pulley, the more 
difficulty will he find in dragging along the stone. 
Two horses abreast, also, not only act with more 
effective combined force than when yoked length* 
wise^ but the plough offers less resistance, from 
the axis of draught being in a more direct Ibe; 
while the whole force required to drag the plough 
out at the endings, and turn it into the other 
furrow falling upon the horse nearest it, in drag* 
ging lengthwise, one will be covered- with a heavy 
perspiration, while the others are not at all dis^ 
tressed. In a farm requiring four ^ploughs, by 
yoking the horses abreast instead of lengthwise, 
ond using ploughs constructed upon scientific 
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principles^ four horses might thus be dispensed 
with : and as, by Middleton's account of Middle-^ 
sex^ it appears that each horse in that county costs 
annually 50/. to the farmer, a sum of 200/. per 
annum would thus be saved on each four-plough 
farm; besides the wages of four plough-drivers,— 
which would maintain tolerably well his whole 
family during that period. 

In breaking up new land, it is advisable (when 
time admits) to trench-plough it over first to the 
depth of fourteen inches, the plough going twice in 
the same place/ by which means you not only se- 
cure a reservoir for the rain and dews to collect in; 
for die supplying of moisture to the plants during 
the summer droughts, and a deep bed for their 
roots to spread through, but you bury deeply all 
the surface weeds and seedd, and benefit your land 
for years* A well-constructed scuffler, too, is of 
immense assistance on any farm, but particularly 
where the saving of human labour is of such para- 
mount importance as in New South Wales. The 
best-constructed specimen I have seen is in pos- 
session of a friend near London, from whose model 
I have had one made. It is of a triangular shape 
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with a small wheel at each angle, made to slide up 
and dowii» so as to admit the scaffien going to aaj 
d^pth that is wished, nine duct's feet being fixed 
io at proper distances^ whioh can be taken out 
and replaced by a set of conltera to chop up the 
newly broken land which the duci'e jSeet coxild net 
readily work jtbeir way through. One toni of tikis 
scuffler goes oyer as much land as six ploogh- 
turns, besides .pulyerizing the ground fully three 
times better than a second ploughing could ; while 
the soil which has alreiady been mellowed by expo«> 
sure to the sun and air, is not buried as hy the se^^ 
cond ploughing, but merely etirred, and thus left 
upon the surface for the seed to germinate m ; nor 
is the moist soil beneath turned up to the air, to be 
drained of its moisture, by the scuffler, — a main 
consideration in a di^ cUnu^ like oura^ where 
moisture is too great a treasure to be heedlessly 
wasted. When new land is broken up, amd yon 
are in haste to pulverize and sow it, if yon piongk 
it across, the grassy soil is all cut up into s^piare 
clods, which in dry weather become as hard as 
baked bricks, and defy the teeth of the. havxow; 
while if you plough again the same way as aA Sni, 
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altbottgh pulverization is somewhat better accom- 
plkfaedy yet it is still immensely defective; bat 
with the scufQer ran along it lengthwise it is sliced 
cmapletely up by the coulters, and crossing it again 
with the same, you put it in such a state that the 
harrow will effectually complete the object. Twice 
geing over with the scuffler will thus be accomplish- 
ed in cme-third of the time required for a single 
ploughing, besides breaking the land up in such a 
manner that there can be no comparison between 
the two systems.^ — ^The roller is another English 
implement, the more extensive use of which will 
prove of vast service in effecting a speedy and per- 
fect pulverization of the soS, being in fact indis- 
p^isable in all stiff lands when laying them down 
in grass, as in comparison to the fineness of the 
seed sown, so must the fineness of the pulverisa- 
tion be. By passing the roller also over newly- 
ploughed land, as is done in Middlesex, the harrows 
are afterwards enabled to shake the soil into pow- 
der with greater ease. 

Mowing of the crops is the best course of pro- 
ceeding,, generally speaking, in our colony, where 
a sufficiency of harvest hands cuinot be commanded 
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ias in England. With a bow at the end of a scythe^ 
handle covered with canvas, the crop may be laid 
over in even swathes; catting toward the stab^in^ 
com when you wish to bind it in sheaves, (as this 
admits of more easy accomplishment, when thus 
supported against the growing grain,) and cut- 
ting again away from the standing com when you 
wish to fork it loose upon the cart and ted it in 
ricks like hay. A horse or bullock is made use of 
for this purpose at home, which is led about the 
top of the rick by a halter, and on finishing is eased 
down upon the ground by means of a few cart-loads 
of com shot up against the rick. The grain can be 
thrashed by the flail as readily in this loose state 
as when bound iip, as also by the thrashing-ma^ 
chine without the rollers. 

White clover flourishing particularly well in 
this climate, and being so much relished by pigs, 
geese, &c., it is of some consequence to pro- 
pagate it as speedily as possible ; and as it spreads 
rapidly wherever it takes root, a patch put in 
here and there among the native pasture, by 
means of a rake where the sward is burnt off, 
would gradually effect the object without other 
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cultivation. Cultivation of clover^ to mix in layers 
with your straw, ' too, after being newly mown, (so 
tliat the straw may imbibe a portion of its flavour 
and juices,) will be found of great importance to 
the milking and fattening stock during the winter 
frosts and summer droughts, when hay is not at- 
tended to ; — and as the straw for some time after 
.settling is usually burnt ofi^ to be got rid of, it may 
-thus be converted into an agreeable and nutritious 
article of food by very trifling labour. All your out* 
houses, and your stack-yard also, ought to be sur* 
rounded by bare paths, to prevent the summer fires 
from reaching them ; and as saving of land is no 
great object at the outset, it would be well to place 
your stacks at a distance from each other, in aline 
fronting the most prevailing wind, so that if one 
chanced to take fire the rest would run little risk 
of catching the flames. 

In prosecuting these primary improvements 
upon your farm, it must never be forgotten that 
the paramount consideration with all new settlers 
is to expend no capital upon any object, except 
such as will bring you a return. Capital expend- 
ed in building, clearing of land, fencing, and 
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tl» 13»9 where suoh are not pressingly wteted, is 
eempletely lost to yon ^r a time at hast ; hvtt hj 
exipeaiding it in stock, whiek will make yon a speedl^ 
tetmi of from twenty to thirty t)6r ceht, yon are 
socm enabled to carry on snch improvements out ot 
your income, while increasing yonr capital ali^^ 

Certainly the annoyances and cHsappointments 
experienoed on first settling are oft^i very great ; 
— inch indeed tus may frequently induce the de^ 
sponding noviciate, in a fretful moment, to lament 
the hour in which he became a tiller of our 
untamed soils;— but twelve months of patient 
endurance fpee you from all yonr troubles, wkeH 
coupled with a moderate share of exertion and 
scnnething to commence with. An emigraiit must 
not be induced to leave his native country for the 
sake of beholding fine prospecte or novd scenery, 
but must be actuated solely by a wish to better his 
condition in Hfe, and lay the foundation of a«6iii-- 
fortahle independence for his- children. He must 
not draw comparisons between ihe English soil aiid 
scenery, and those of this country; because hb 
should consider that while he views thid latter in 
the rude unadorned state c^ nature, he contem- 
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plates the fonner arrayed in all the artificial em- 
bellishmeiits, and enriched with all the artificial 
means, which taste or industry can infuse into them. 
He must consider what England has been, and 
comparing her with what she is, contrast her 
former barren wilds with the same land now con- 
verted by cultivation into fertile landscapes; a con- 
trasty the means of forming which are afibrded by 
the relative state of Hounslow Heath ten years 
back and at present. 

It is he who has seen» and is thus able to com- 
pare» the natural scenery of Australia with that 
sdU existing in other new countries, like America, 
who can justly judge of the relative beauty of 
ours ; and in this particular certainly Australia far 
ext^eeds any other new country I have hitherto 
beheld i — ^the low woody monotonous outline of the 
North American coast, making but a dingy com- 
punson with the bold lively sc^iery displayed here. 
Can I, in fact, say more in favour of my adopted 
Gcmntry, than that the leg^al interest of money 
therein is ten per centt^-^paroving plainly how pro^ 
fitably cash may be employed here, since so high 
an interest is willingly, paid for the loan of it. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

Convict servants are now assigned on appUca'* 
tion being made for them in a printed form to the 
land board, stating^ the particular description of 
servant you want, the number of other convicts 
you employ, what land you have in cultiva* 
tion, &c. — a preference being always given to the 
new settler, to enable him to procieed with his in- 
fant establishment. You cannot now, as formerly, 
apply for any particular individual ; a system lia- 
ble to great abuse, inasmuch as it enabled' culprits 
who had friends here to enjoy again the company 
of those old associates from whom they had long 
been separated, and who might be now swelling about 
as " gentlemen commoners " in the colony ; hereby 
defeating entii:ely the object of transportation, in 
making the convicted felon often much better off 
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than before conyiction, and giving him means to 
strut about and ape all the airs of a man pf 
fashion. 

The convict-servants are accommodated upon 
the farms in huts walled round and roofed with 
bark, or built of split wood and plaster, with 
thatched roofs. About . four of them generally . 
sleep and mess in each hut, drawing their provi- 
sions every Saturday, and being generally allowed 
the afternoon of that day whereupon to wash their 
clothes and-grind their wheat* Their usual allow- 
ance. I have already stated to be ^ peck of wheat ; 
seven pounds of beef, or four and a half of pork ; 
two ounces of tea ; two ounces of tobacco ; and a 
pound of sugar, — ^weekly ; the majority of settlers 
permitting them to raise vegetables in little gar- 
dens allotted for their use, or supplying them oc- 
cainonally from their own gardens. Wages are 
only allowed at the option of the master ; but you 
are obliged to supply them with two full suits of 
clothes annually ; and you also furnish a bed-tick, 
(to be stuffed with grass,) and a blanket, to each 
<person, besides a tin-pot and knife ; as also an iron 
pot and frying-pan to each mess* The tea, sugar, 
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nAd. tobecco, are comidered bonuses for good con- 
dttcty aad'witkhdd in defsELult thereof. 

To get work done, you must feed well; and 
when the rations are ultimately raised npon ybur 
own fs^rm, y6u n^ver give tbdir expanse a mo- 
meat's consideration. The farm^men usually bake 
their flonr into flat cakes, whibh they call dampers; 
and cook these in the ashes, cutting their salted 
meats into thin slices, and boiling them in the iron 
pot or frying-pan, by which means the salt is in a 
great measure extracted. If tea and sugar are 
not supplied, milk is allowed as a substitute, tea 
or milk forming the beverage to every meal. 
Though not living so comfortably as when everj 
tIuilgHi»^^oked and put down before them, yet it 
is more after^tb^NL^i^ mind, while the opeHations 
of preparing their me^^ amuse their leisure hours 
and give a greater zest tds^'*® enjoyment of those 
repasts. When the labour ^^ ^^ ^^y is over, 
with enlivening chit-chat, singii!!^?' ®^* stnoking, 
they chase away ennui, and maK* *^^ evening 
hours jog merrily by. Indeed, wit^<>^* *^® ^^ 
«f that magic care^killer^ the pipe, I ^Keve the 
gieater portion of cmr " px^Med meJI*" wotoW 



NEW SOUTH WALES. 101 

'' take the Imsh " in a week after their arrival in 
our solitudes, b^re time had attuned their minds 
to rural proiqiectis and inda5triou& pursuits^ 

Convicts, when first assigned, if long hahstnaied 
to a life of idleness amd dissipation, comoMmly soon 
become restless and dissatisfied; and if &iliQg to 
provoke you to i;et«m them into the government 
employ wher^n.they may again be enabled to idle 
aWay their time m the joyous comp^ioBi^p of 
thdr old associates, will run off for head^quarters, 
regardless of the flogging that awaits them on 
beuQg taken or on giving themselves up,-^the idle 
ramble they have had fully compensating thenie for 
the twenty-five or fifty lashes they may receive, in 
case they should not be admitted among the list at 
head-quarteirs. If any, too, start off for want of 
something for their fingers to pick at,-T^the leadev 
of oiie batch of mnaways fron^ a friend of mine 
exclaiming to those be left behind, cm bidding 
them adieu, ** Why I may as well be dead and 
buried in earnest, as buried alive in this here place> 
wh«:« a fellow has not even a chawie r-r-The chance 
here w^hed for, not being the. chance of bettering 
bis condition by good conduct, but by emptying 
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the full pocket of some luckless wight ! If they 
can be coaxed or compelled to stop, however, for 
a twelvemonth or so, the greater portion even of 
the worst generally turn out very fair and often 
very good servants ; cockneys becoming able plough- 
men, and weavers, barbers, and such-like soft- 
fingered gentry, being metamorphosed into good 
fencers, herdsmen, and shepherds ; a little urging 
and encouragement on the part of the master, and 
perseverance in enforcing his authority, generally 
sufficing. 

The convict-servants conunenoe labour at sun- 
rise, and leave off at sunset, being allowed an hour 
for breakfast and an hour or more for dinner. It 
is long before you can accustom the greater portion 
to steady labour, the best of them usually working 
hard by fits and starts, then lying down for an 
hour or two, and up and at it again. To get your 
work readily and quietly done, the best method 
is certainly to task them, and allow them to. get 
through it as they please; but as it is an object to 
accustom them to regular industry, it will even- 
tually serve your purpose better, and benefit, them 
more, to keep them at constant. work. , Even some 
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« 

of the free-men who have served their time are 
perpetually skipping about, seldom remaining long 
in one situation. 

The great body, however, of the convicts turn out, 
as I have said, to be good servants, and you will 
exact as much labour from them in general as from 
free labourers in England. The recent admirable 
regulations of the present government to benefit 
both the convicts and their employers, (particularly 
the institution of the defaulters' gang, in which 
the fugitives from the settlers are to be kept at 
hard labour and spare diet,) will prevent all future 
elopements with a view to fatten in the service of 
government as heretofore, and prevent the infliction 
of much corporal punishment besides. — By seclu- 
sion in the country, and keeping their bodies and 
minds in a healthy state through wholesome food 
and wholesome labour, their old thievish habits 
gradually wear off. The chief incitement to theft 
is, the vicinity of a receiver for the plunder ; but 
in the neighbourhood of our new settlements we 
possess none such: while, for -what jmrpose should 
they thieve, since they have food and clothing suffi- 
cient to satisfy all their longings on that score, and 

VOL. II. I 
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drini is at too great a distance to admit any hope 
of indulgence therein, except >rhat may be bestowed 
by the master for some special instance of good 
eonduct.. 

We constantly see convict-serTants trusted to 
bring home, from distances of seventy or eighty 
miles, cart-loads of yaluable property, for whieh 
they generally account as strictly, as the most honest 
in England ; while others, again, hare charge of 
houses centring property to a great amount, and 
faithfully perform their duty thereby. I do not 
mean to say but that a large portion of these 
would gladly steal what they are intrusted withi 
if they could do so without detection ; but the fear 
of this, — the fear of losing a good situatiob, — ^and 
the dread of the punishment that is pretty st^re to 
follow, makes them keep their fingers straight until 
freed from the irksome and unusual position they 
ai'e placed in of superintending what . they dare 
not and probably care not to steal. Some, disgusted 
with restraint and steady labour, will occasionally 
take to the woods, and subsist by plundering the 
settlers around, with whose convict-servants they 
axe fr^uently leagued. This method of robbery 



NEW SOUTH WALES. 196 

is denooimated '' bush-ranging;" it has been a 
severe scourge to Van Dieman's Land, and was 
fast becoming so here likewise, till the arriVal of 
our present able governor and the energetic'mea^ 
sures which he pursued quickly checked, and will 
no doubt jGinally put a stop to it. It was during 
the admmistratioo of our late governor, that the 
system of bush-rt»nging arrived at something like 
perfection ; for» deeming it better to entice all 
runaways to return to service by holding oat a 
pardon for their misdeeds, than undergo the trouble 
of hunting them down; and deeming, too, the 
punishment of removing the desperate offenders 
convicted of robberies and such-like to the ^^ live 
well and do little " penal station of Port Macquarie 
preferable to hanging or flogging them,— numbers 
of individuals were soon found wise enough to 
compound matters on these easy terms. Thus 
they enjoyed a life of idle riotous indulgence, 
on account of the little or no exertion used to ap- 
prehend them, and took the benefit of the first 
"act of grace," if tired of living by robbery. 
They knew that the worst which awaited them, on 
conviction before the criminal court, (of any crime 
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diort of murder or rape,) was simply, a remoyal to 
Port Macquarie: while if their offence was but 
tririal, they, would be taken before a magUtraie, 
and receive a good flogging, in addition to such 
removaU The active measures now in force are 
calculated effectually to check these wholesale de- 
predations; while the hints that may be gleaned 
fr(»m the destruction and capture of the Van Die- 
man's Land banditti, and those who lately infested 
New South Wales, may be usefully applied. 
• In Van Dieman's Land, the gang was thinned 
by the chief magistrate there hiring two daring 
fellows of the class of convicts, on promise of free 
pardon and other rewards, to join the gang, par- 
ticipate in all their marauding exploits, and knock 
every. one of them on the head whom they could 
so dispose of without risking detection. Through 
.this plan, the worst were quickly weeded out, and 
the gang eventually captured by the informations 
given against them. In New South Wales, again, 
one of, the banditti was admitted king's evidence, 
.by which means the greater portion of the fruits of 
iheir robberies was recovered, and a number of the 
receivers, convicted. . This plan being followed up. 
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receivers will in future be shy of purchasings such* 
things, seeing the very robbers they purchased 
them of may betray them, to save their own necks. 

These freebooters often behave with great wan-' 
tonness and barbarity in* the perpetration of their 
robberies ; while, on the other hand, some of them 
have shown, when marauding over the colony, 
a degree of chivalrous feeling worthy the best 
days of Captain Hinde. A gang of four, who had 
long infested the settlement of Hunter's Biver, 
and robbed indiscriminately every other settler 
around, never molested the premises of a friend of 
mine, on account of his having come out as pas- 
senger in the ship in which one of them was a con- 
vict,— into whose good-wUI this gentleman had so 
far unawares ingratiated himself, that his imknown 
friend declared he would forsake the gang if Mr. 
G.'s house were assailed. The captain of the gang 
last broken up in the county of Cumberland would 
take his station among the ladies who might be in 
the house, and remain in their company while it was 
ransacked by his party, soothing their fears, onr 
first entering, by assuring them that not an im^ 
proper word should h^ uttered, ot the slightest 
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TLolence'offered to tkeir persons by any iDdirtdnai 
under his commuid; and he iiiTariably kept his 
proinise. This Don Rolando was quite a literary 
character besides, never fidUng to mmmage the 
Kbrary, and select what works pleased him best; 
and when reminded once of the inutility of carrying 
off Scott and Byron, seeing nobody dared buy them 
of him, ** Oh I" said the tamanik hero, ** books 
are vetj instructive, and very amusing, too, in the 
bush when we have nothing to do;'* and he forth* 
with bore off his literary gems. 

The vanity of being talked of, I rerily beBeve^ 
leads mamy foolish fellows to join in this kind of 
life, — songs being often made aboiit their exploits 
by Iheii sympathizing brethren; while the fame, 
such as it is, which they acquire, is enough to 
make many restless spirits who long after any spe- 
cies of immortality t venture considerable lengths 
to obta&i it. It is the boast of most of them, that' 
dieir names will live in the remembrance of the 
c<4ony long after their exit from among us to some 
penal settlement, either in this world or the next ; 
Riley, the captain of the Hunter's River banditti, 
taunting that he should be long spoken of (whatever 
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his fate might be)^ in fear by his enemies, and in 
admiration by his friends ! 

The colony had not been long settled, before it 
was discovered that China was bat a tolerable walk 
from it ; and many pedestrian attempts have been 
actaally made to reach the dominions of the ** bro^ 
ther to the sun and moon ;*' numbers of thesie pedes- 
trians havmg succeeded (the others plainly see) in 
the attempt,— tnever having been since heard of! 

The first party that essayed this undertaking 
consisted of twenty persons, who set out on the 
journey in August, 1791 ; but through want of s%n-> 
posts, or some other essential, on the way, they 
became bewildered in the woods, and return^ to 
the settlement so sq^alid and lean, that the yery 
crows would have declined the proffer of their car* 
cases. Many exploring parties have set out since 
on the same errand ; but only one individual has 
been hitherto known to have positively reached 
China through means of a foot-path, and this 
** happy he" was an adventurous Hibernian. 

Paddy started off boldly on his holiday excur- 
ston alone, with a bag of boiled beef slung over his 
shoulder, a bag of biscuit dangling at his belt, and 
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a-paper of sugar snugly stored up in the crown of 
his hat, Xo sweeten the tea he meant to pull off the 
bushes as he jogged along over the China borders ; 
and after three hard weeks of toilsome trudging 
oyer rugged hills, along more tugged valleys, and 
through brushes which would have put a pig to a 
nonplus, Paddy was at length startled from a phi- 
losophical reverie by the cheering crow of a cock 
in the distance; — with shouts of "China for 
everV* he hobbled onwards, eager to feast his 
longing eyes with the beauties of a Chinese land- 
scape, and hungry enough to feast even on a raw 
Chinaman himself — Lent-time though it was. 

At length a patch of the long-sighed-for country 
burst upon his view, consisting of a few cultivated 
enclosures, a snug garden, and a trim-built cottage 
spouting up its column of curling smoke in the 
centre of the scene. To observe, however, the 
very cottage and every surrounding object bear a 
close resemblance to similar ones in the country 
' he had left, gave a new fillip to his joy, which was 
screwed up to a still higher key on perceiving a 
gentleman in the garden dressed in European cos- 
tume ! but he was ready to skim over the five-foot 
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fence between them, like a swallow, on recogni- 
sing under the broad brim of the beaver the 
friendly face of Colonel Johnstone, commanding 
the New South Wales corps, wh6m he had left in 
the colony at his departure, but who had thus ar- 
rived by some nearer cut in China before him* 
Paddy, eager for the first congratulatioti, craned 
out his neck over the garden-fence, and squeaked 
as loud as his hoarse hollow voice would admit, 
'' Arrah! long life to you, colonel! and what has 
brought your honour to China all the way V The 
colonel, startled at this novel salutation, came to a 
speedy eclaircissement with the peripatetic, who 
to his sorrow now found that, instead of keeping 
straight an upon the high road to China, he had 
made some unfortunate *^ right about face^ on the 
route, whereby he had been brought back within 
a few miles of the place whence he started ! 

Many attempts have been made, also, at various 
times, to reach Timor in the same way, and within 
these few years Ireland itself has been aimed at ; 
but no foot-passengers, I believe (I like to be cau^ 
tious), have as yet arrived there from this colony; 
I wondered, at first, that none had hitherto ven^ 
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tured tomiTd ike East Indies on foot, till I found 
they reasoned v^ry jostty, on this point, that, as 
the EaBt Indies must lie to the east, in which di* 
recticm the colony is bounded by the sea, they 
knew they could proceed thither only in a vessd; 
but the names of the other connfoies not indicating 
their position, they had hopes of the reports being 
true of their joining the colony* 

Toward China and Timor they travel sometimes 
south, and sometimes west ; but toward Ireland they 
oAeays: travel somtherly^knovnng that as Irdandis 
a cojUkr country than New South Wales, and that 
the cold Grinds blow here from the south, there- 
fm-e Ireland mu$t lie in that direction. It was 
an Irishman accompanying Governor :Macquarie 
en his ihterior tour in 1821 who first ascertained 
the prodmity of Ireland, by detecting the blue 
mountains of Connauffht in the distance beyond 
a river of red water which put a stop to their 
joum«y. Several large parties instsmtly set off 
on foot for the joyful ccmntry ; the whole of whom 
were either taken, or returned on losing their 
way, or on their provisions becoming scanty. The 
buoyant spirits of " the boys " were knocked under 
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for a time bj these nosbaps, tSl a tUpfrom the sod 
in the senriee of one of our literary traders, who had 
enlightened his understanding by stolen glimpses 
into his master's library, again roused them froat 
their torpor by ipolunteering to be . their guida / 
llais he was well able to do in consequence of 
having acquired a thorough. knowledge of navigar 
tion by the occasional perwml of a stray Norrie, 
that was buffeted about his master's counter ; so, 
cumnsgly tearing out the print of the compass on 
its front page, to steer by,. he set out to ccmduct 
hh party to Ireland; but with all his learning, 
this attempt proved quite as unsuccessful as the 
former, the paper compass losing, somehow ot 
other, its magnetic properties on the route. 

The most sensible of any land-journey that has 
been yet taken was one headed by a seaman who 
went out with me in 1819. Getting a party to 
accompany him, he secured arms and ammu- 
nition, working-tools, cattle, and every thing re* 
quistte to form a settlement in the interior, which 
he had projected; and his party proceeded oii^ 
ward over the Blue mountains, till, losing them^ 



204 LETTBR8 FROM 

selves among the ranges^ they were captured by a 
troop of soldiers and natives sent in pursuit. 

Attempts to cut oat vessels and escape in them 
have likewise at different times been made ; seve* 
ral of these attempts being successful in the first 
instance, but generally terminating fatally to the 
individuals concerned. 

The first vessel cut out in this way was the brig 
Harrington, in 1803, by a party of convicts under 
the direction of a fellow named Stewart, formerly a 
lieutenant in the navy. Stewart had been long 
watching an opportunity of the kind, but was too 
cautious to admit others into the secret, sounding, 
nevertheless, meanwhile, such as he thought would 
meet his views, and arranging matters in his own 
mind. The Harrington, loaded with a valuable 
cargo, and filled with provisions and water for a 
long voyage, lying at anchor in Cockle Bay with 
a fine wind blowing right down the harbour, at 
last presented the opportunity he longed for ; so, 
summoning s^arately the individuals he relied on 
to join him at a certain point, at a certain hour^ 
he made his project hastily known on their assem* 
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faiing ; and seizing a boat; harried on board the ve»* 
^e\, secured her crew^ loosed her sails, cut her 
caUe» and was steering triumphantly down the 
harbour before a single indiTidual was aware of 
:what had taken place. The Harrington was how- 
erer captured by the Grayhound frigate in the 
Indian seas, and both vessels were finally lost on 
the coast of Luconia. 

Another vessel, cut out of Hobart Town, was 
ran ashore on Christmas Island, near Java, the 
runaways proceeding on to Batavia in the boats, 
and passing for the crew of an American ship 
wrecked there: but being detected, the remnant 
of them was sent back to the colony. 

The Trial, another brig cut out of Sydney, was 
found a wreck on the coast, but without discover- 
ing a vestige of the runaways except the bon* 
net belonging to a /soldier's wife, known to be on 
board, lying under a bush. 

A fine schooner called the Eclipse was cut out 
of Newcastle in 1825, and no accounts have 
been since heard of her. — Many boats have been 
also run away with, carried to some snug harbour 
on the coast^ fitted properly out, and attempts 
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made to reach South America in them^ one of 
which is known to hare been successful, a letter 
having been lately received from the projector of 
the plau^ detailing his proceedings.-^Settlem^dts 
have been even formed by these runaways on va- 
rious parts of our coast, and we shall doubtless 
hereafter find the complexions of our dingy tribes 
bleached in some of these places after the manner 
facetiously described by Boongarre, " My gin 
€atit too much white bread J^ At Kangaroo Island, 
on our southern coast, about four hundred miles to 
the west of Bass Straits, a- settlement of this kind 
has long existed, as I have before mentioned ; (by 
the latest accounts, this settlement contains a po~ 
fmlation of forty individuals, — ^men, women, and 
children ;) the men having reached that point by 
coasting along in boats, and having seized and 
carried off native women. During the seal season 
they live upon the coast, feasting on the seaUflesh 
which, their mves procure for them ; and on the 
aeason.besBg over, retire to their village, built in a 
valley.in the interior, and subsist upon the produce 
of their gardens and what game they can destroy. 
They lead a most slothful, idle life, obliging their 
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wom^B tcperANOn all the dradgery, but ^eowaaa^ 
ally assisting Tessels caUing there to load with sdt» 
which is foaad ooveriiig the bed of a lagoon six 
inches deep; and barteving their seat-skins for 
nun, tea> sugar, and so* forth, with the creirs« 
The senior iodividnal upon thesettlelbent is named 
Abyssinia, and has lired there fkMirteen years and 
upwards. Various islands in Bass Straits are also 
peopled in like manner ; FlinderV Isladd, accord^ 
log to the latest accounts, eontaining twenty^ in« 
eluding wom^i and children. 

A somewhat considerable number of omviets 
escape annuaUy, likewise, by ooneeaUng themselves 
in vessels about to sail from the colony, the masters 
permitting them usually to walk ashore at the first 
port, no^queations ever being asked of vessels re- 
turning home from New South Wales whether con*^ 
victs have escaped in them or not. Sometimes these 
people are concealed by the master to be useful to 
him on his voyage ; but occasionally they slip on 
board, stow themselves ;away there, and slip on 
shore in like manner at the. end of the voyage, 
without a single individual ever knowing that they 
had been in the vessel. A case of this kind once 
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occurred to a friend of mine in a two months' voy- 
age to Batavia, where the runaway was not known 
to have been on board until seized by the Dutch 
police after his escape; and I have heard that 
similar instances have taken place in ships even 
bound to Great Britain. When the Dromedary 
returned home from Sydney in 1820 with a load 
of spars, and was within a few weeks' sail of Eng- 
land, a soldier, on looking down through the main- 
hatchway gratings one morning, perceived a man 
whom he had never seen before, pacing backwards 
and forwards upon the deck below. This man, on 
seeing himself detected, coolly requested the sol- 
dier to hand him down a glass of water ! The sol- 
dier, astonished and alarmed at the sight of this 
apparition, which he did not know, it should seem, 
whether to place among the order of men or be- 

• 

ings of a more ethereal stamp, ran to the captain 
of the ship, whom he acquainted with the circum- 
stance. The soldier was at first quizzed and 
laughed at, but still persevering in his story, a 
strict search was made, and a woful-looking figure 
pulled out from among the planks by the heels, 
muffled in rags, with a sort of pea-soup com-^ 
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plexion, and as filthy as the exterior of an unpor 
pular candidate at a Westminster election. On 
being questioned how he had existed^ he snuffled 
out, " We suffered much for want of water for 
some time at first; but always had plenty of prog.'' 
It being observed that he constantly used the word 
" we'* in speaking of his life on board, he was in- 
terrogated about the number of his associates, 
when perceiving the Tjlunder he had committed, 
he endeavoured to lull suspicion by explaining that 
it was the mode of speaking usual in the part of 
England whence he came, and that he knew of no 
other save himself. Farther search was however 
made, and a second runaway pulled out, who was 
sufficientiv wroth, as maybe conceived, on hearing 
that his comrade had unwittingly betrayed him. 
The first man's heedless exposure of himself arose 
from his bulling a rum-cask and drinking off 
the contents, which had made him thus *' passing 
brave,'* and was the means of his landing in Eng- 
land in a different style to what he would probably 
have done had he not imbibed such an over-dose 
of the juice. 
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LETTER XXIX. 



. Cbrtainly the most beneficial mode of cola- 
niaatkm to the .mother country is colonizing with 
^n^icts^ because in this way you make the uwpr^ 
duetive p(M*tion of her population productive^ by 
converting those who were formerly her pests into 
useful auxiliaries to increase her wealth and 
strength^ and good customers for ccmsumin^ het 
manufactures* Every rogue you retain at home 
to labour, takes the bread out of the mouth of an 
honest man ; as long therefore as England cannot 
keep her honest poor, so long will it be her interest 
to turn all her roguish poor out from her bosom> 
to thieve or work elsewh^e. 

It is only in a distant colony, such as New South 
Wales, that a culprit stands any chance of re* 
form ; when once his fair name is blasted, he be- 
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comes in England an outcast from honest society, 
is looked apon with a suspicions eye, and his mis-* 
deeds thrown in his teeth on occasion of every 
petty dispute. Seeing himself thus shunned, sus* 
pectedy and sneered at, by the honest portion of 
the commonity, no wonder he should seek the 
society of the dishonest, among whom he is always 
soveof a cordial welcome. He is therefore com- 
piled to continue in his old couzse till the gallows 
(if Botany JBay doesiiot) puts a €top to his career. 
In New South Wales, on the contrary, he has a 
society of his own among people once equally dis* 
honesty it is true, bat whom a concurrence of 
Oauses has tended to reform. These have, in fact, 
acquired property; and being naturally inclined to 
combine for the protection thereof, they conse* 
quently make a point of scouting all who adhero 
to roguish practices. To earn the good-'will and 
friendship of this class, the quondam knave must 
therefore forsake his old habits ; as he will other- 
wise be excluded here from our respectable eman- 
cipist society quite as strictly as he would be from 
respectable society in England. 
A penal colony however, to prove fully bene- 
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ficial to the mother country, must be regulated so 
as efficiently to punish the crime committed, before 
the reform of the criminal is thought of; and in 
this particular has hitherto consisted the great 
defect o[ our New South "Wales system; for 
transportation here could scarcely be> called a 
punishment, and indeed, in half of the cases at 
least, proved a reward. The judicious measures 
however commenced by oxir present governor pro- 
mise a speedy reform in these matters, and will I 
hope convert the colony from a paradise, into a 
purgatory, for criminals. Punishment and amend- 
ment likewise are found, fortunately, to go hand 
in hand : while therefore you admit the convict 
at the moment of his arrival to a plentiful and easy 
sort of life, you not only do a great- injustice jto 
the community he has sinned against by encoura- 
ging others to follow his example, but do a manifest 
injury to the criminal himself. He has gene- 
rally been long accustomed to a life of idleness 
and dissipation; and it is only by teaching him, 
and compelling him, to work^ that you can hope he 
will ultimately reform. "When he is kept for a 
due period at hard labour, he places greater value 
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Upon the liberty he may afterwards acquire ; but 
if he gets at once into an easy berths it is fifty to 
one but he misbehaves therein, from not having 
previously had its proper value impressed upon his 
mind. 

It is a rule here, with those who wish to secure 
a good servant, to keep him for a few months at 
the hardest labour they can put him to, before 
taking him into the house ; when, contrasting his 
past hardships with his present comforts, he will 
more readily appreciate the value of the latter : 
whereas, had he been at once received, he would 
most probably have misbehaved, and his future 
prospects in the colony been thus in a manner 
destroyed. Of all those convicts whom I ever 
recommended or obtained good situations for, (and 
these were not a few,) only one has retained his 
situation up to this period ; and even he owes this 
to being most sharply looked after. It is re- 
marked, too, by the matrons of the Female Fac- 
tory, that those who are detained longest there 
at the outset are generally the least likely to be 
turned back for misconduct ; while in like manner 
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even indiTiduals who eomemxtfr^ to the colony 
are observed geneirally' to retain situations longer, 
and ultimately sucdeed better in busiiiess, when 
they are obliged to struggle against dffficnitnss at 
the outset. And let me repeat, that the convict 
who mbbebaves afier transpcHrtation has but a 
very slight chance of evel^ retrieving himself. He 
is flogged and sentenced to .a penal isettl^neht, to 
drag out a period of debased servitude among the 
vilest of the vile ! 

There cannot be a better pro<^of what Botany 
Bay has bean, than that nearly all the !&gUsh 
convicts sent thither fdr many years back have 
been volunteers, delighted beyond measure with 
the thoughts of getting there ; of all that ever 
went ottt with me, there were only two who went 
against their will. Governor Darling's measures 
are now, however, beginning to produce tfa^ir doe 
effect, m the last shi^ that completed her c^rgo at 
Sheerness could not count above a dozen indi- 
viduals delighted with the trip in the whole batch, 
the principal portion having been, for the first 
time these twelve years and more, grumbling re- 
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cusantSr tBni&ed&t the dismal tidings contained 
in die last destpatches from their colomial cor* 
respondents. 

JBefore levying the Hulk, the convicts are 
thoroughly clothed in new suits, and ironed ; and 
it is curious to observe with what nonchalance 
dome of these fellows will turn the jingling of 
their chains into music whereto they dance and 
siug. Two rows of sleeping-berths^ one above the 
other, extend on each side of the between-decks 
of the coiivict-ship, each berth being^ six feet 
square, and calculated to hold four convicts, 
every one thus possessing eighteen inches space 
to sleep in, — and ample space too ! The hospital is 
in the fore-part of the ship, with a bu)k*head 
across, separating it from the prison, having two 
doors with locks to keep out intruders ; — while a 
separate prison is built for the boys, to cut off all 
intercourse between them and the men. Strong 
wooden stanchions, thickly studded with nails, are 
fixed round the fore and main hatchways, be- 
tween decks, in each of which is a door with three 
padlocks, to let the convicts out and in, and se- 
cure them at night. The convicts by these means 
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have no access to the hold through the prison, a lad- 
der being placed in each hatchway for them to g^o 
up and down by, which is pulled on deck at night. 
Scuttle-holes, to open and shut for the admission 
of air, are cut out along the ship's sides; — 
a large stove and funnel placed between-decks, 
for warmth and ventilation ; swing stoves and 
charcoal put on board, tp carry about into the 
damp comers ;-and in fact every thing that can 
be thought of provided to secure health and proper 
comfort to the convicts during their voyage. JBach 
is allowed a pair of shoes, three shirts, two pair 
of trowsers, and other warm clothing on his .. em- 
barkation, besides a bed, pillow, and blanket — 
while Bibles, Testaments, prayer-books, and psal- 
ters, are distributed among the messes. 

The rations are both good and abundant, three- 
quarters of a pound of biscuit being the daily 
allowance of bread, while each day the convict sits 
down to dinner off either beef, pork, or plum- 
pudding, having pea-soup four times a week, and 
a pot of gruel every morning, with sugar or butter 
in it. Vinegar is issued to the messes weekly; and 
as soon as the ship has been three weeks at sea. 
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each man is served with one ounce of lime-juice and 
the same of sugar daily, to guard against scurvy : 
While two gallons of good Spanish red wine, and 
one hundred'and forty gallons of water, are put on 
board for issuing to each likewise— three to four 
gills of wine weekly, and three quarts of water 
daily, heing the general allowance. The sick are 
in like manner provided with all requisite medi- 
cines and comforts, as well as with warm dresses, 
spare bedding, sheets, and every description of 
hospital furniture. 

The common diet of the convicts is certainly 
more than is requisite to keep them in health, as 
they have no work to do ; but it is not more than 
is politic to allow them ; because, if you stint 
them on the voyage, you must keep them under 
greater restraint, and their healths will suffer in 
consequence. Two delegates, chosen in rotation 
from the several messes, daily see the provisions 
weighed out, and justice done to the whole body in 
that particular. 

On my first appointment to this service, I knew 
none that could give me advice regarding the best 
mode of convict management, and consequently 

VOL. II. K 
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was obliged to plan a method of my own, whieh I 
have continded to ptmrae with occwional improTe* 
ments ever since, and wbifih ia about the iwme. in 
fact, as that usually foUoved by aU experienced 
surgeons in this service ; for, the same objects betBf 
to b« attained in every voyage, the same train of 
thinking naturally occurs, and as naturally pro- 
duces the same results. 

Previous to the convicts embarking, I have the 
whole prison thoroughly secured and ventilated, 
all the mess-berths and mess articles numbered ao- 
cording to th^ir corresponding messes, and the 
beds, blankets, and pUlows. marked with consecutiYe 
numeral figures in black paint, from No. 1 up 
to the highest numb** of convicts embarked. The 
beds are- all marked at the same comer, and the 
pilbws being sowed to the bead of them, (vrith a 
stout cord appended to tie them up by,) the bUm- 
kets are now placed inside, and all roUed together, 
with the number of the bed outside (to admit its 
being referred to), and the whole pUced accord- 
ing to their consecutive numbers in the sleeping- 
berths, ready for distribution.— The oonviots me 
allowed to chtiose their own messmates ; and on the 
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<nd83*}ist bwig arranged upon deck, they are put be- 
low and placed according to mutter to their respec- 
tive me$9e$ and sleeping-bertbt ; each me»9 being 
«applied with its necessary ntensUs* and.each indir 
yidnal furnished with the bed Qorrespcnuding to his 
name^-r-all thus messbg and sleeping along the 
prison deck in regular num^al progression. 

Every article of clothing belonging to each in- 
dividual is next uniformly marked in a conspicuous 
manner with a ntmber corresponding JtQ the bed he 
has been supplied with» which prevents the thiev- 
ing each other^s articles, enables every man to know 
his own from his neighbour's, enables the surgeon 
to distinguish them in litigated eases, and enables 
also any individual in the ship to single out an ill- 
^oer by simply taking a note of his number, without 
reference either to his name or personal appearance. 
JBefore I adopted this plan of numbering. the cloth- 
i]ig> the lazy incorrigibles would toss their dirty 
garments overboard, and coolly help themselves to 
a dean«9uit from tiieir simpler comrades ! 

The next consideration is, to cull out a portion 
of the most fitting among them to make a sort 
of petty officers i>(, for seeing orders executed, 
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and keeping the rest in su(>jection. These indiri- 
duals ^e called captains of the deck, four o£Eici- 
ating in the prison and two upon deck i all the 
convicts being obliged to obey their orders equally 
with the surgeon's ; while a captain is appointed to 
each mess, who sees his place kept tidy, attends 
for the- rations, and is responsible for the orderly 
demeanour of the other five members. Two indi- 
viduals are also employed to fill the cistern/ &c. 
every day ; two to take charge of the hospital ; and 
four to attend to the schools. 

The captains of the deck have double allowance 
of wine each day it is served, and a glass of rum du- 
ring the other days of the week. The rest of the 
individuals in office have only double allowance of 
wine for. their trouble, but all official characters are 
permitted to carry their wine away and drink it, the 
remainder being obliged to drink theirs at the tub. 
I also. allow each captain of the deck and hospital- 
'man two pounds of tobacco for use on the voyage, 
served out in portions to them monthly, besides 
giving them the choice of the clothes, and in fact, 
every: little encouragement possible, to insure the 
correct performance of their duty. Six or eight 
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pounds expended in this way by the surgeon, out 
of his own pocket, will be amply repaid him in the 
greater ease with which he can carry on duty, and 
the satisfaction he will reap in the good order re- 
sulting. The main objects to be looked to,. with 
regard tp the management of the convicts, are, — 
seeing strict justice done them in issuing the rations 
from the ship's stores ; promoting cleanliness^ com- 
fort, and hilarity, among them ; admitting them 
freely upon deck to take the air ; and striking off 
their irons as early on the voyage as due caution 
may warrant. 

The upper and lower decks are daily cleaned 
under the superintendance of the captains of the 
deck; being scrubbed, swabbed, scraped, or dry 
holystoned, according to the state of the weather ; 
the whole of the prisoners being constantly kept 
on deck till the prison is thoroughly dry. 

Dancing is encouraged also every afternoon, 
and they may sing all day long, if they please. 
As they have but little to amuse themselves with, 
endeavours must be made to find amusement for 
them, and this can be no ways better accomplished 
than by giving them something to work at, 
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Three separate writtra codes are pasted upon 
boards and hung up between-decks, for indiyidnal 
perusal, after being first read oyer and commentsd 
on. One contains the duties of the captains of the 
deck^ captains of messes, delegate for attending 
the issuing of provisions, &c.; another, regola^ 
tions regarding divine service, the cleaning of the 
deck, cutting up and cooking the meat rations, 
washing-days, musters, schools, &c.; the third bdng 
a sort of criminal code, in which every ofience that 
can be committed and the punishment awarded, 
are plainly expressed. 

It is also essential to point out explicitly to every 
man what you expect from him, as he then dearly 
understands the duties he has to perform, as well as 
the consequence of his failure therein : and by im- 
pressing upon the minds of the culprits^ that it is 
for their good as well as for the good of their as- 
sociates you thus punish them, they in general 
quietly submit. Gambling is a prevailing vice, 
and requires great exertion to keep it under; 
dice, cards, pitch and toss, and various other spe- 
culations, soon becoming general, unless checked ; 
and to such a height of infatuation will this vice 
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be carried^ that I have known a country simple- 
ton go three whole days without food, having 
gambled away all bis rations for that period« 
Until gambling is stopped, thieving will be car- 
ried on ; because the fellow who loses his own din- 
ner will always insure one out of some other per- 
son's mess, unless he is a very sorry thief indeed, 
which was the failing of the three days' Lent-keeper 
before spoken of. I do not object to their barter- 
ing and selling their rations among each other, 
never seeing any harm accrue from it. Indeed, 
I could not stop it, if I would. They seldom 
eat promiscuously at a meal, but the mess-allow- 
ance is divided into six equal parts, and award- 
ed by lot (being as suspicious of each other's 
honesty in eating as in every thing else). The pro- 
visions are cooked by two of their own body, who 
have the fat as a perquisite, which they readily 
sell in New South Wales for 10Z« thus clearing 5/* 
each on the voyage. 

The convicts have changes of garment weekly, 
said are shaved twice a week, one shirt and pair of 
trowsers being marked with the lettet A above 
the numeral, an^ the others with the letter B, the 
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individiial wearing A shirt and trowsers one week, 
and B shirt and trowsers the next. They are all 
mustered in the prison every fine evening, with 
their shoes and stockings off, and trowsers rolled 
over their knees, to see that their persons are 
clean, — as many of them would not wash during 
^he voyage if not compelled. During the warm 
weather, the half of them bathe every morning; 
and on Sunday they are all mustered to hear the 
church-service read on the quarter-deck —7 the 
guard being kept under arms during the time. 
. Thirty-three $oldiers compose the guard (under 
command of a commissioned officer), who do duty 
in three alternate watches upon the poop or quarter- 
deck,-r-a sentry with a drawn cutlass guarding the. 
small doors in the barricade carried across the 
upper, deck dividing them from the convicts. 

No instance has been known of a convict-ship 
being captured by the convicts, nor indeed is such 
a thing possible with any thing like ordinary pre- 
caution ; as, being so treacherous to each other, 
abundance of them are always ready enough to in- 
form. The Jane Shore was taken by the soldiers 
and sailors, conjointly — ^women convicts only being 
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.on board, by whom they were instigated. (The mu- 
tineers shot the captain and chief-mate, c^id carried 
the ship into Monte Video.) The establishment of 
an. effective police among themselves will always 
check any attempts at combination. The petty 
officers must be composed of thieves of highest 
repute for the number and nature of their offences, 
inasmuch as these are most likely to keep down 
the others. The veteran thief assumes the same 
sort of lofty port and high-toned consequence over 
the juniors of the profession^ that the veteran 
warrior of fifty campaigns does ov^r the raw 
bumpkin of yesterday ; and what he cannot force 
these tyros to do by bullying, he will exact from 
that sort of willing obedience which the more unso- 
phisticated in every calling are ready to pay to 
those distinguished therein. 

The old thieves are besides actually more trust- 
worthy than the young; as, seeing the die is cast 
with them, and that it is only by adhering to those 
who have power they can hope to improve their 
condition, they deem it best to adopt at last the 
hackneyed motto, ** Honesty is the best policy :" and 
while making the best overseers and , constables. 
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ihe^' cilso usually make the most trtidty servants ; 
for although they may toh you themseh^y they 
take fipeoial oare that nobody else shall, (whereas 
the young thieves are constantly made the dupes of 
their elders). They have a sort of spurious knr 
among them, the most important article of whidi 
is, ** Never steal yourself when you can persuade 
another to steal for you;*' therefore the y^oung 
thieves are as generally found to be the perpetrai^ 
tors, as the old thieves are to be the planner^ of 
robbery. It is a good booty alone that will make^d 
cunning old rogue crook his finger ; whereas the 
sprightly young bantam will peck at every barley^ 
com which his senior {loints out. 
' A man being estimated in this kind of society 
according to the amount and adroitness of his 
villanies, it is no wonder that the yet ** mute in- 
glorious" Barringtons of the day should crown 
themselves occasionally with the bays appertaining 
to other brows, or boast of robberies committed 
only in their imagination) in order to elevate them*- 
selves to something 'like a par with more dignified 
culprits. Almost all their conversation is of the 
larcenous kind^*^^onsisting of details of their 
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▼arious robberies, and the gingular adventures 
Ihey have passed through ; hut generally one^half 
of these are either sheer invention^ or dressed up 
in snch a way as to show, off in the most flattering 
point of view before the eyes of their associates. 
A raw yokeV^ was once complained of to me by a 
messmate of his, for robbing him of a dollar; which 
a togue in an adjoining berth saw him purloin^ it 
bdng stated at the same time that this aspirant 
had been making his boast among his associates of. 
being such an expert thief». that he would be able 
to live like a gentleman when he reached Botany, 
by his dexterity in the cross-trade^ On taking 
the boaster to task, be stoutly denied the robbery, 
protesting he had never committed. a crime bnt 
the one he was convicted of, and that he was 
determined never ta commit another. When I 
reminded him of his bravadoes, — ** Oh, sir,'' said 
he, ''we boast of many robberies that we never 
committed; for i^ we could not say we had com^ 
mitted as many as these tounueSy-^ they would look 
upon us with contempt/' The caW^nine-tail scars 

* Countryman* ' f Londoners. 
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upon the backs of some of these doughty heroes 
are often vaunted of with the same nort of pride 
that an old campaigner will display when pointing 
to his Waterloo medal; while^ being dignified 
with the titles borne by other ** great captains of 
the age/' no wonder they are proud. I had the 
honour of conducting out Blucher on my first 
voyage, and Bonaparte on my second, — ^the one 
being as expert a housebreaker as ever handled a 
jemmy,* while the other in the science of pocket- 
picking might have vied even with Barrington 
himself. 

. Many by picking up a little information foist 
themselves upon the others for men of some note ; 
but sooner or later they are found out, stripped of 
their jackdaw plumage, and singled for the re- 
mainder of. the voyage as the butts of the satirical 
society around them. 

' Apretenderof this description had during half the 
passage imposed himself upon his associates for a true 
man, till one who suspected the fellow, stole his bag 
from under his head one night by way of a test,— 

•Crow-bar. * 
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when his loud shouts for the sentry to secure the mw* 
rauder raised such ^ peal of laughter s^ainst him, 
that the shallow rogue soon perceived the trap he 
had fallen into ! In one of the slang journals of 
the period, which I afterwards perused, the writer, 
in relating the above circumstance, ended with 
this significant remark^ — " We were all deceived 
ii^ Toby!" nothing, in fact, being a surer sign 
of want of true game, than raising a squeak about 
any theft whatever. Another '' false magician,'' 
who had long imposed upon the gang, forfeit- 
ed his reputation by pilfering nearly the whole 
t>f the tea belonging to the sick, and wearing, 
evident signs of guilt in his countenance next 
morning* 

The fellow that attempts to humbug the rest by 
pretensions to honesty had better hang himself at 
once. He is esteemed if he can impose thus upon 
the officers of the ship ; but to attempt to foist 
himself off upon his comrades is an offence never 
passed over by them. The best way, in fact, for 
a fellow of small note in the larcenous line to 
maintain a sort of respectable footing, is to keep 
strictly his own counsel, when he may acquire the 
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ropatation of hmng a ** deep file'' without having 
the smallest pretensions thereto. ^ 

The adventures of some of these men are 
certainly both extraordinary and amusing ; and 
the tact with which they will hnmbng the very 
individuals whom they are plundering, might serve 
to entertain even the plundered party. It is the 
rogue's interest, of course, to -make the ad vesture 
tell well to his own credU, and therefore consider*^ 
able deduction must generally be made for the em- 
bdlishmeots wherewith he garnishes his tale. I once 
Ust^ed unobserved to the relation of an adroit 
and facetiously^-managed robbery, which the hero 
was detailing with great glee ; and the admirable 
manner in which the whole was wound up, called 
forth such a spontaneous burst of laughter and 
applause firom the throng around, that he raptur- 
ously exclaimed, while striking the bench with his 
firmlyoclenched fist, (his whole countenance beam- 
ing deli^tedly,) ** By Gr — , I could steal a shirt 
off a fellow^s back without his knowing it!" 

The perfect command of countenance and pro^ 
found tadt which the higher graduates displays 
when accused of offiences, baffle description. They 
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Imve almost vucceeded in persfmdLng me that 
I yras mistaken m to thingA I faaye actually 
seen 4hem doing! Sometimes they mil affisct 
the greatest astonishment that they should be 
accused of^ or I believe^ such vUe" things^ affecting 
to doubt that the informant had mistaken the 
person, and eamestiy begging tiiat the matter may 
be ihorauffhly investigated^ in order that the ras^ 
eal, whoever he may be, who really committed the 
offence, may be detected and punished. Others 
will affect the deepest sorrow, even unto tears» 
that such an accusation should be brought against 
them ;*^" which indeed they should not care so 
much about, were it not for their losing your good 
opinion thereby ;" and will caution you to " beware 
of believing all that is told you, as there are such 
a set of scoundrels on board, that whenever they 
observe a man trying to behave respectably, they 
endeavour forthwith to blast his reputation !" Othera 
wSi look round with that sort of stare as if they 
conceived you were addressing somebody else; 
then, take sudden fire the moment the vile accu- 
sation is /Niin#«i?/y directed to them: while others^ 
again, will pret^d at first to treat it as a piece of 
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pleasantry of yours, and stare, and ask you over 
and over again what the charge is, evincing evi* 
dently the. greatest difficulty in comprehending it. 
Yet all these innocent rogues are in truth the 
perpetrators of the offences, and laugh and vaunt 
most immoderately, when sitting among their com- 
rades, how they have gammoned you over. Neither 
are those wanting, who will 'make certain admis- 
sions which either do not affect them much, or 
which they can satisfactorily explain away ; while 
some, on finding the story is likely to come out, 
will be the first to run and tell; — ^but tell it in 
such a way that their conduct will be shown off 
more in a thoughtless than in a dishonest point of 
view ; while the perfect openness and candour with 
which they relate the whole affair quite convince 
you of the unaffected simplicity of their dispositions. 
If hard pushed, or if the robbery is likely to be 
blown, they will hide a portion of the plunder in 
the berths of some individuals of whom you enter- 
tain a good opinion, or even in their pockets^ so 
that it may be detected in the search and the 
suspicion taken off themselves. Nay, they will 
sometimes give private information where it is. 
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hidden, and if the individual upon whom it is 
found should speak the truth regarding the rob- 
bery, to clear himself (in case he is acquainted with 
it), the whole bevy of those concerned will shout 
out simnltaneonsly in the most indignant mamier. 
" Oh what a rascalr-oh what a rascal, — the moment 
he is found out to try and palm it upon the inno- 
cent ! why did you not tell this before, you scoun- 
drel, if you knew it, and not wait till the stolen 
things were found with you ! does such a fellow 
as you expect to be believed?" As the person 
they palm the robbery upon is always some simple 
country fellow, with but little bounce or gammon 
in his composition, he gets confused, blushes, stam- 
mers, and contradicts himself; and you are often 
convinced from these signs alone, that be is really 
the purloiner. 

If they suspect any one of nosing f* they will 
conceal some of their own things in his bag, com- 
plain of the loss, urge their suspicions, and on a 
search being made and the things found, lead you 
to regard the individual as wholly unworthy of 

* Infonning. 
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eredit in future* But the mofti eommon method, 
eertainly^ of treating a suspected informar^ is by 
fisiting him with every sort of petty anuoyance,-*^ 
tpitting when pasting to windward of him; taking 
advantage of a roll of 'the ship to stamp, as if by 
acoident, upon his feet; or tumbling against him, 
to give him a break*neck fall upon deck : and if 
all these be not deemed sufficient, muffling him at 
mght in a blanket and beating him, when it can 
be conveniently done without detection* A gang 
of endtL desperadoes actually attempted ta bite off 
the nose and ears of one poor fellow in a ship I 
had charge of, who had merely complained of their 
annoyances* 

The readiest way to check all plunderings and 
asstmlts is, having a lamp burning in the prisQn 
during night (it being after dark that the mischief 
commonly ensues), with sentries over it; and 
obliging all the rest to be in bed and not to utter 
a word after ten. On examining into any robbery, 
you must always investigate it in private, and 
examine, too, a oonsid^able number of witnesses, 
without reference to their knowing any thing about 
it or not ; particularly singling out the worst cha- 
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tMlers in the ship, and bringing forward those 
from whom you expect to obtain information pr<h 
mseu&usly among the batch ; as by these means 
you prevent the hardened rogues from knowing 
Wlio aicquaints you with the circumstances, and 
guard against these being assailed. 
' It is a very good plan to select all the influential 
rogues among the host on board ; tell them what 
sort of character you have had with them ; that 
you know no robberies will be committed on board, 
or villanies carried on, without their being the 
active promoters ; and that you had determined to 
keep them in double irons during the voyage, in 
order to preserve peace : — that you are still, how- 
ever, disposed to give them a trial, but, in case of 
any outrage, if you cannot detect the delinquent, 
you will immediately put- your previous intention 
in force respecting them. In fact, many surgeons 
find that by putting all the old tawnies into double 
bons whenever robberies begin to prevail, a cessa- 
tion sooli takes place, and a compromise is thus 
brought about to the satisfaction of all parties. 
I pursued this course with the leading Dublin 
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rogues^ IPehen I took out Irish convicts, and found 
it answer extremely well ; for if these eminent 
delinquents are not the actual perpetrhtors, they 
always know who are^ and as the taking off their 
irons is entirely optional with the surgeon, and is 
made to depend, solely on good conduct, you ex- 
pljayi to them that it is no punishment to put them 
on again, as you were not bound tp take them off, 
and that in replacing these you merely put the 
parties in the same state in which you received 
them. 

' I always admit all sorts of frolic to go on among 
them, so long as there is nothing obviously immo- 
ral ; for it is better to let a little of the lievilry 
^pout out of theni now and then, than that they 
should keep nursing it up to burst forth en masse 
at the end of the voyage. 

' Some of the literary characters occasionally 
write slang joiumals of proceedings during the pas- 
sage; and although I never openly sanctioned this, 
yet I never made any attempts to put the practice 
down, as I had sometimes the means thereby of 
hearing, at second hand, of the nialpractices go- 



NEW SOUTH WALES. §237 

iiig on. " Three peters cracked and frisked,^* ^ 
iuade a frequent opening of the morning's log, 
^hen referring to the sprees of the preceding 
night, until the institution of the lamp threw a 
light on such transactions : while in one I read this 
touching observation, penned on gUding past the 
scene of many of the author's former joyous 
freaks, — " Passed Margate, — ^but could not fancy 
myself on board a hoyT Sometimes they act 
plays, with a screen of blankets for the drop-scene, 
getting together remnants of stolen toggery to 
deck out their persons with ; soot, chalk, red paint, 
and flake white, being employed to polish ofi^ their 
complexions. A friend of mine (surgeon of a con- 
yict-ship), in passing across the stage as the per- 
formance was about to commence, happened to 
inquire the name of it : '* Oh, sir, the ^ Forty 
Thieves,^ " was the response of the facetious 
rogue next him. '' It is well chosen then,'* replied 
my friend, 1' as you cannot be at a loss for ac- 
tors." 

Sometimes, too, they hold regular Old-Bailey 

* In English, three chests broken and robbed. 
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lesjsions, and try indiyidiiiiU ineKqumtemock-lierote 
9iyle.: Aoptb^r {wnd of Hoine, who bad the heairy 
charge pf three hundred and seventy^two^ hapipeD^ 
iog to be a little short-sighted, glided disreq^eot-ft 
fully one day into the very widdh of th^ couri^ 
with hig hat on ; and no doubt felt most awkward 
pn finding himself in sueh offtsosiTe trim in the 
awful presence of the chief justice of England, 
perched upon a three-legged stooU with a bed under 
him for a cushion — a patchwork quilt round him 
for a robe of office — and a huge swab combed over 
his dignified head and shoulders in Iteo of a wig« 
Barristers* with blankets round them for gowns, 
pleaded eloquently the causes they w«re engn^^ed 
in, brow-beating and cross^quefftioning the wit^ 
nesses according to the best-laid^own rules, and 
chicanery of law ; while the culprit stood quaking 
in the dock, surrounded by the traps of office, 
awed by the terrific frowns which the indigiiaHt 
judge every now. and then cast upon him, when 
the evidence bore hard upon the case. 

Thieves generally aflTect to consider all the rest 
of mankind equally criminal with themselves, only 
being either lucky enouigh not to be found out, or 
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4$oiiiiBtttmg actions -which (though eqnall j bad 
ia the eye of the Divinity) are not so tangible 
in that of man. It is their constant endeavour 
to reduce every one, in fact^ to the same level 
with themselves, while fate they believe impels 
them on to do the deeds for whush the world 
condemns them: — to thieve is their destiny, and 
against this how can they contend ! Indeed, the 
oomcience-comforting doctrine of predestination 
derives very considerable force from the fact that 
no convict-ships have been lost since the first set- 
tling of the colony ; demonstrating what a safe con- 
veyance such a ship is, seeing that there are too 
many destined to be hanged aboard, for her com- 
pany to run any risk of being drowned. 

When I returned to the colony on my tliird trip, 
I met an old friend in the street who I certainly 
had conceived would have been one of the first of 
whom the law would have taken farther cogni- 
%ance,-^when, after observing how glad I was to 
hear of his behaving and doing so well, I inquired 
after some of his associates; but he cut short my 
string of interrogatories by answering for them, 
fai the gross, ** Oh, sir, th^ are all hanged and 
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transported but myself; and about twenty more*'' 
This, however; proved to be too high an estimation 
of his friends, but he no doubt considered he iivas 
paying himself a great compliment. 

Toward the conclusion of my first voyage, I de- 
sired one of the scribes on board to make out an 
alphabetical list of the names, trades, and various 
particulars of the other convicts ; when he came to 
me in a doubtful mood, scratching his head, and 
observing, ** When I ask what their trades are, all 
the answer I can get from three-fourths of them 
is, * A thief, a thief :' shall I put these down as 
labourers, sir?** 

It is pleasing, however, to observe how anxious 
some of them are to conceal the name of their 
family, to prevent its disgrace, from the shame that 
has fallen upon a member of it ; — or the ingenious 
excuses they sometimes make to their friends, to 
account for their sudden departure from the coun- 
try, in order to prevent the giving pain, — ^never 
failing to point out, however, how bright their 
future prospects are. My hospita]-man, for in- 
stance, writes thus to his mother : '^ You will be 
rejoiced to hear that I am in a good situation at 



NEW SOUTH WALBS. 241 

last, after all the pain my miscoiidnct has given 
you, which shall never be the case again. I have 
been appointed to the lucrative situation of doc- 
tor's mate of the Recovery East Indiaman, now 
bound on a voyage to that country ; and as it is 
my intention to settle in one of the distant colo-- 
nies, you need not expect me in England for many 
years to come." — The Irish convicts are more 
happy and contented with their situation on board 
than the English, although more loth to leave 
their country, even improved as the situation of 
the great body of them is by being thus removed, 
-—numbers telling me they had never been half so 
well off in their lives before. It was most amusing 
to read the letters they sent to their friends on 
being fairly settled on board, (all such going 
through the surgeon's hands,) none ever failing to 
give a most circumstantial account of what the 
breakfast, dinner, and supper, consisted of ;' a mi- 
nute list of the clothes supplied, and generally 
laying particular emphasis on the important fact 
of having a blanket and bed to " my own self en- 
tirely,'' which seemed to be somewhat of a novelty 
by their many circumlocutions about it. One 
VOL. II. i^ 
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fAserved, in speaking of the sliip* tliat 'VMr. 
Beedy's parlour was never hidf so daney' wliHe 
the burden of another was, '^ Many a Mac in your 
towUy if he only knew what the situation of a 
eonyict was, would not be long in following my 
example! thank God for ihe same! I never was 
better off in my life!" One sanguine individual 
went out with high hopes of preferment, on bc^ 
count of his cousin being ** one of the governors 
of Sydney/' and I liad some difficulty in per- 
suading him that this said cousin was but a plod- 
ding trader there ; and as he had been but newly 
emancipated, his merits could not have raised him 
to a governorship quite so quickly, unless he had 
fitmnded a governorship himself, and installed his 
own person into office, which derived some proba* 
bility from there being no svxh recognised title as 
*' governor of Sydney" yet in being; still, how- 
ever, he would shake his head and observe that if 
his cousiii had not been a governor, he would not 
have written his mother at Cork so, and several 
times during the voyage he came to ^* argue the 
matter ;" till, finding I stoutly denied the point, he 
began to tiiink that the injunction be had received 
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lA dk lettecfraH: Im brother to make b^i«eif knows 

oD.arriyaly to *^ - — t^ j Esq. ^ne of ^ gover* 

nom of Sydney " woald be of tittle av^l in pro* 
miog him ettber a seeret^jryibip, or a, sinecure at 
our c<domal «oart. It is indeed mofit anmsiag to 
penise the extravagant accoaots some of these iiw 
jbndiuds write home of their suceess, and the eon- 
seqnence^hey have arrived at ia the oolong ; and 
no wood^ numbers should court transportation^ 
consideriDg the delusions that are ^opagated by 
those who have preceded them. A simpleton in 
anodMrdbip I had dbarge>of wa$ fayoured with a 
ftdtering letter of introduction from his suster^in* 
law to her toother the '' gov^ppr of the Mac* 
q«arie/' wlio- turned out to be a very respectable 
coiurtable in the town of Sydney. 

The Irish eonviots possess an amjoeij to oblige, 
and have a lighfrhearted civility about them» of 
which the English are totally destitute. If you 
desii^ m English convict to do any p^irticolar 
dxiiig, unless you either order him by nan»e, or 
tamh hm* so as to point out the identical person 
yo« mean, seldom a man will stir; while in an 
Irisli QonriDirship, on the cwtrary^ if you merely 
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chance to looi rotind as if you wanted somethmg', 
half-Ordozen will start np, to airticipate your 
wishes. I have been at times most bitterij' pro 
yoked by the conduct of some of theise saturnine* 
faced English knaves, — ^the very man I was look- 
ing stedfastly at while desiring him to do some 
petty thing for me often staring first at itne and 
then at his comrades, with a sort of inqni^tive 
wondering look/ as if to make it appeHr'he did tot 
conceive I was iiddressing him* This doe^ not 
arise so much from stubborn churlishness of mood, 
as from a general maxim among English thieves 
to consider every thing in shape of work as a de- 
gradation : if th^ therefore came forward volun- 
tarily to perform what they were not ordered to 
do, or did not attempt to shuffle it ofi^ their own 
shoulders, they would be ridiculed by the ruling 
wits as fellows of no spirit, and fit only for honest 
society. 

Out of 180 Irish convicts^ only five proved to 
be Protestants, which I was not a little pleased 
to observe, as a convincing proof of the superior 
morality of the Protestant population,— ^till an Irish 
Protestant . seijeant of the guard threw a new 
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ligkt on llie subject by addressing me upon dec£ 
4>DQ day with ''Dear me, sir^ I understand: that 
Slack, Johnstone, and M'^Gonegal^ are all Protes-^ 
t^nts. What a change ha§ taken place in Ireland 
sin^.I left it ! (or it went hard against a jury^s 
^Hmscience at. that time to find a Protestant gvalty 
of. any thing:" the honest Serjeant in fact did not 
seem at. all to relish the change. 
. 'The only real signs of religion I ever saw among 
CQUYicts, were amongst a portion of the Catholics 
on. board; for as sooii as they had mustered down, 
both hatchways. were, crowded round with theni 
counting their beads and fervently crossing them«- 
sdves and repeating their prayers from the book, 
^lliere was no ostentation in this, because I often 
saw them do so when they could have no idea I 
was near ; but indeed a great portion of them were 
poor simple peasantry, transported for very trum- 
pery offences. 

The English convicts divide themselves into the 
two great classes of townies and yokels : while the 
Irish divide themselves into three, namely, the 
" Cork hoys," the " Dublin 6oyV' and the " North 
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hoys ^ and these are so zealous m upholdiiig tkeir 
tedgedave tribes^ that' wli^n two individaals of dif- 
ferent classes quarrel, there is no possibility of 
arriving at the triith^ — since a dozen of each 
class will rush forward, and bawj out at once^ m 
favour of their respective comrades^ evidence ^f 
the most conflicting, contradictory nature* The 
** north boys " are commonly called Scotchmen by 
the others, and indeed many spoke the Scotch dia- 
lect so broadly as almost to puzzle me to unravel it 
Having observed ta the greater portion d the 
letters- received by the Irish convicts, '' Giv^e my 
respects to Mr. Httffhes,^ ** I hope Mr. Hughte & 
weU/' ^'I hear you have Mr. Htiffhes aahmrd,^ 
and sunilar expressions^— I naturally began to 
wondier who this said Mr. Hughes ooald^be, whose 
name was so popular throughout Ireland; and 
fonond l^ reference to the convicts that he was the 
celebrated captain of all the Ribbon Lodges in ih&t 
division of the einpire, the greater part of which 
bad been of his formation^ he having travelled over 
nearly the whole of Ireland (as several of them 
assured me from Aeir own personal luiowl^ge or 
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that of their acquaintances) on that turbulent mis- 
«on. This was the individual whose name was 
brought before parliam^at on account of his pro«- 
posal to put all the lodges down again> provided a 
pardon was granted him ; and I should have had 
some difficulty in crediting that a man in his hilm- 
ble line of life, and withal so illiterate, could have 
possessed such influence with his countrymen, had 
not an intelligent individual among his associates 
(upon whose opinion I could placei great reliance) 
stated to me that a person in his station possessed 
much more power over the Irish peasantry than 
one of more elevated rank ; because^ belonging 
to their own body and consequently actuated by 
similar feelings to theirs, the greater confidence 
was placed in the propriety of whatever he prp^ 
posed. A respectable man, (who had been con* 
victed as a member of one of these illegal associ-^ 
ations,) formerly a mercantile clerk in Dublin, in- 
formed me that the object of the Ribbon Lodges 
was to uphold the Catholic religion, and act 
as a counterpoise to the Orange Tiodges; but 
as the latter had been put down, the others 
would doubtless soon fall into disuse also, which^ 
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he said, he ought to have kBOwn were improper 
associations, as the Catholic chrgy had constantiy 
trarned them all against such, and he had there- 
fore no reason to find fault with the justice of his 
sentence. 

While passmg round the decks one morning to 
regulate the messes, on inquiring at the second 
mess whom they preferred to act as captain 
during the voyage, one of them exclaimed in a 
laughing good-humoured Irish way, *' Och, your 
honour, we have got a captain already — that is 
Captain Rod, as he sits there, and. a very good 
captain he is !" and in fact it was no other than 
the said celebrated captain^ whose name had 
made so much noise throughout 'Ireland, how 
deservedly I know not, as he declared himself 
entirely innocent of all the pranks laid to his 
charge except that of assisting in the abduction 
of Miss Goold, — the name of Captain Rock 
having been conferred upon him, as he said, 
in a joke, by some of his associates in jail. I 

*.The appellation of Captain Rock has been given to 
various individuals in Ireland, both high and low. It is in 
itself an idea^A principh—nomen et praeterea nihil. 
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gave credit to his story ; for^ ^ quieter, better- 
behaved man could not exist than Walter Fitz- 
manricey (for such was the captain's proper de- 
signation,) first cousin to '* one of the governors 
of Sydney," 
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LETTER XXX. 



Having read much of the great reforms wrought 
among the convicts in the hulks, and in New 
South Wales, by infusing a sense of religion into 
their minds, I set about exhiE>rting them, on my 
appointi^ent to my first ship, to amend their lives, 
seeing they w^re bound to a place where former 
misconduct would be no longer thought of, if they 
pursued a different course; and stating that I 
should take great pleasure in reporting the beha- 
viour of those to the government, who had changed 
for the better, and made a good use of the reli- 
gious books placed in their hands. It was not 
long before my advice was, in all appearance, 
strictly attended to, — a very considerable number 
becoming grave and devout, whom I had before 
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noticed as among the worst in the ship, while Scrip* 
ture readers and readers of religions tracts mnlti^ 
plied around me on all hands, and I soon saw a party 
formed for the reading and expounding of the 
Scriptures, and closing the conference with prayer 
and singing of hymns and psalms. An o\i. fence 
(receiver of stolen goods) was at the head of this 
devout party, who had served a seven yeari terni 
in the hulks, and who I was pleased to observe 
thus setting a good example to his junioi^, although 
I could not but think at the time that the con- 
gregation might have pitched upon some other 
place for their devotions than the berth contiguous 
to the hospital, where I had in a manner to rub 
shoulders against them on every sick visit I made. 
Still, however, I deemed that their fixing upon 
this conspicuous place, as well as their invariably 
meeting at the morning and evening hours when 
I visited the sick, might arise from their anxiety to 
demonstrate that my advice had not been thrown 
away. 

This meeting had continued about a fortnight, 
when a oompkdnt was made by one of the leaders 
that a *' knot of blackguards" (as he termed them) 
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had been lately in the habit of whistling, ooughibgr 
and pelting them with bisonit, whenever they be^ 
gan their relig^us exercises ; so I forthwith sent 
for the '' chief captain of the deck" to point out 
those gnilty of such conduct, and to know why* he 
had not put a stop to it before. This was a shrewd 
clerer Yorkshireman, who knew especially ' weB 
the ways of those over whom he was now pre^ 
siding ; and, on hearing the complaint, he answered 
with a'knowing smile, ** It is out of no disrepect to 
you, sir, that the praying party has been pelted 
and laughed at, but because they want to humbug 
the others below as well as yourself. They care not 
a straw about religion; but expect you to do some- 
thing for them when they land: now*, if you will 
yust waUc into the hospital by the other door, you 
will see how quickly they will drop away, — for in- 
deed some are tired of it already T' 

I was certainly mortified at what I heard, but 
resolved to take hb advice ; and true enoagh, the 
party did drop off one by one, till none remained 
but the old fence, who continued Bible-readitag 
to the end of the voyage, drawling out the words 
of S($riptnre with deep sectarian drone, and casting 
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at me ever and anon that sort of significant glance 
lihich seemed to whisper^ ** Don't you see bow 
religions I am !^ 

' After this circumstance there was a gradiial 
falling off among all the devotionally inclined^ till 
the whole became i^educed to some seven or eigbti 
and in few of these did I place much faith. There 
were, for instance* two very pious persons from the 
west of England, where, as I had ascertaiped, they, 
under the pretence of prayer-meetijags* had held 
confederajcies for planning robberies. Another^one 
Thoipas Jenkins, had formerly joined to his avowed 
profession of travelling Methodist preacher, the 
more gainful one of sheep-stealing I--— but still 
there remained William Jones and John George, 
against whom the breath of suspicion had not as 
yet been levelled ; for being the only two indivi- 
duals from a Welsh jail, nobody of course knew 
any tlung about their history. Jones was in fact 
quite enthusiastic in Scripture-reading, and I never 
passed his berth without observing him eamesfly 
toiling away with a pair of huge spectacles arched 
f ver his nose, or else the Bible lying close to Im 
lup, ready to be snatched op oo the instant. 
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Indeed^ ao earnest wiis be in his rdigions exetckm, 
that he conkl not e¥eii attend mmter, cm SaadajF, 
without the Bible in hig hand^ and hii^ ibre-*fi]iger 
stuck between the leaves, to mark the passage he 
had been reading. Just prerious however to this 
godly person's dismissal from the hospital (where 
he had been placed on aceount of a fit of illnes#), 
my assistant lost a sum of money ; and it ultimately 
eame out, 4m the evidence of Jones's brothCT-suut 
John 6eorg«, that the former was the culfwil. 
Honest John, indeed, had a *^ finger in the pie," 
but was induced to 'peach on account of Jones 
(whom he denounced as being in reality the greait* 
est ruffian in all Wales) having attempted to bilk 
him out of his. due share« 

It is, in sober sadness, time fruitlessly expend? 
ed, to attempt the reformation of these peo* 
pie. when crowded thus ''knave upon knave:" 
those who may be seriously inclined are jeered 
out of it by the rest, and the reformation yo« 
bring about is a mere bam meant to be turned 
to gaiafiil account by making a dupe of yon* AU 
you ought to attempt, under such circumstanees, 
is to bring about regularity and decenpy of ccni- 
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inmU If yxm tim »t mme, you only make kgp^ 
criiM, which is ten tiines worse than permiltia^ 
tlMi to remaiii (aa y<m found them) ope& down- 
ri^t 'knayeg. 

Tiie rittting <^ prisons by religiouft individaafe 

confers a ^eat good npcn die inmates by sof tenii^ 

their manners and correcting their outward rough 

hehavioury showing th^n that there are stttl 

persons in honest society who can sympathize 

with tiheim, and who do not (like th^ community 

at large) Tiew them merely as wild beasts, whom 

it is the duty of mankind to hunt down and de^ 

stroy.: but it is vaiq to inctilcate religion among 

criminals in a crowded state, where any rising 

good feeling is quickly dissipated by the ridicule 

of the others. — ^AU I ever attempt now^ is to impress 

upon them the necessity of altering their conduct 

ifthef wi$h to benefit themselves hereafter, seeing 

they are bound to a country where roguery is at«> 

taided with immense risk, and but a pitiful profit. 

It is only time and resistance of temptation that 

wiU confirm the reality of their reform ; tor prof es' 

sions they readily make with an apparent sincerity 

that would ddttde the most sceptical; and a degree 
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of sanctity they can assume which even Ambieose 
de Lamela could not rival. ^ .. . 

. It is of the regularly educated thieres I , here 
speak, — they are Vicars of Bray to every man 
whom it is their interest to humour, — ^blaspheming 
with the blasphemer and praying with the saint, jet 
picking the pockets of either indiscriminately when 
they can do so without risking any worldly evil con^- 
sequences. A friend who sailed in charge of , eon- 
Ticts some years back told me that, having been 
driven into a port in the channel through. stress of 
weather, a clergyman came on board to aideavour 
to give the^ocir some ghostly benefit ; but .found 
on stepping into the prison that his exertions were 
not requisite, for never did a more zealous con- 
gregation present itself than now appeared before , 
him^ eveiy man with the Scriptures in his hand and 
saintly accents on his tongue. Wondering how 
so many '^ worthy ; men." could be huddled tor 
gether in such a degraded condition, the parson 
commenced inquiries as to what had brought them 
into their present state, and found that they were 
all much-injured inelividuab who had, been put. on 
board absolutely for nothing at all, through the 
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perjury of witnesses^ or the private pique of the 
juries who convicted them. A few moments' re- 
flection, however/ brought him to believe that our 
juries could not be quite so vicious ; andl)eginmng 
to fear he had a set of deep knaves to deal with, 
he forthwith buttoned his pockets, tucked his seals 
up, and commenced his exhortations. In fact, both 
parties were deceived ; for if the parson was im- 
posed on for awhile by their outward professions, 
the convicts were misled by a malicious report 
that he had brought a boatful of good things for dis- 
tribution (which turned out to be Bibles) ; and no 
sooner did they find themselves hoaxed than they 
relkpsed into their former state of reprobation. 

On my first voyage I could find only one rogue 
at. first out of a supposed batch of a hundred and 
eighty-eight, and that was one for the venial crime 
of carrying off a fowling-piece in a drunken fro- 
lic ; but by and bye they began to open upon 
each other ; and I discovered, before the end of 
the voyage, that no juries had ever made fewer 
mistakes ! 

Designations of individual character have among 
them a very different meaning to what is attached 
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iheiodtio in honest sooiety. A ^oodf follow is (me 
who .divides, fairly with his ccnnpanion whaterier 
-be thieves in partnership^ and who never oo^ 
fesses a theft or gives evidence against an asso« 
ciate. A clever follow is a baag*np» bold, thorough^ 
going knave^ an able '' actor of aU work ;" wluSe 
a jrrea^^cotindre/ is one who will be iase ^Qougb 
to acknowledge his crime, or inform npen hi^ 
partner. While passing through the prisonrdoor 
one evening, after all were in bed, I overheard a 
violent altercation between two of the inmat^^ 
arising from one having insulted the othei^ by 
jeeringly accusing him of ignor€Mce in his pti^B9r 
sion, on which the other indignantly retorted^ 
^' You trembling, cowardly scoundrel, it is not 
much that I do know ; but whatever I have domo, 
thank God, no man can say but I have done it 
Weill which is more than you can boast of, yon 
blackguard ! — But you to insult me ! you, that is 
as great a villain as walks the earth unlgiung — 
(hereupon, I listened unth cdl my might!) — fx 
blood-thirsty, black-hearted villain, that thinks Of) 
more of a man's life than a dog's ! " Fully ex- 
pecting some revelation of murder, I continued. ^1 
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fttteration: but k>! the whole of these Aouodbigf 
^itliets were, prodaced by a saspieioB of the 
eiher't haying giyen informatioa about the Fobbei^ 
for whieh both were tramsported t 

Of all those I ever heard of^ who hare maai* 
£wted the *' rulk^ passion strong m death,'^ 
€ieoi^ Bxeadmaa proved one of the staunehesti 
fie was a poor yokel, foisted upon me in the 
to# siage of consunlptMn, and who remained bed«- 
ridden until our arrival in the colony. He fell 
away so fast that I. never expected to land him 
ldive» and certainly it required the most an&ious 
attenticm to relain the glimmering spark. I foiv 
tunatdy^ however, possessed a very facetious fel- 
low among the batch, to whom this poor dying 
oreatmris became strongly attached, never being a 
day happy whereon his frigid neglected to visit 
■him» and often begging me to send this man to 
kkn €at company, which I gladly did, seeing it 
invariably put him in good spirits. Wondering 
what Oottld be the cause of this extraordinary 
ISLing, r inquired, and found that Breadman had 
been a great pig^stealer in his day, which being 
eoBsidared a very vulgar calling among the pro- 
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feasioual classes^ (particularly among the itnouitm^) 
he could get no x>ne to listen to. his adyeii'* 
tures except this joker, who would laugh with 
and quiz him on the particular subjects of ids 
achievements ; praise the wonderful expertness with 
which he had done the farmers out of their grunt* 
ers, and propose a partnership cwicem onreacbiiig' 
the colony, if the pigs there weve found to be wortk 
stealing ! — I really believe the poor, creature was 
jkept in existence a full month solely by the ^Ex- 
hilarating conversation of his companion* 

On aochoring at Sjfdney no time wa. lost.ia 
conveying Breadman ashore, he being so weak 
that he could not even sit up without fionting.: 
yet, in this jntiable state, supporting himself round 
the hospital-man's neck while the latter, 
drawing on his trowsers for him, the 
wretch mustered strength enough to stretch out his 
pida trembling hand toward the other's waistcoat- 
pocket, and pick it of a pocket-c(mib and /pen- 
knife ! Next morning he woe a corpse^ thus AyiB% 
as he had lived. Yet, during his whole iUness, 
this man would regularly request some of the 
sober-minded roynes to read the Scriptures to bin. 
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maApray by Ms hed^ridel Indeed, ill practices 
become ultimately so habitual with many ,- as to 
be ao longer deemed *sach: and hence, no wonder 
we so often see rtUgion and knavery intimately 
Uended^ 

. The eonyicts are very easily managed when 
ooce a regular system is introduced among them ;-^ 
the punishments awarded only requiring to be cer- 
tain rather than severe. Solitary confinement oni 
bread :and water is the simplest, and certainly 
by far the most effectual punishment — since the 
whole aim of regularly graduated thieves is, to be 
dale to lead a riotous life of eating, drinking, and 
pfofligate sociality with each other. The appeals of 
ait empty stomach are extremely powerful, and 
more likely than any exhortation to bring about 
<' compunctious visitings :" — ^particularly when no 
sympathizing friend is at hand to counsel the 
siifferkig culprit^ to bear his trouhh like a man! 
Ai flogging may serve effectually to check the poor 
cowardly, pitiful thief; but it only hardens the bold 
and- courageous, while it essentially debases the 
feelings of &o^i,vr-but bread and water suit all 
Inanner of thievish temperaments; and while it 
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more effeetuaUy punisheB* aeither brntifies imr 
degradea. 

To punish lightly, bmt cerfotit/jr, is.thenelbce a 
useful maxiiUy iiM^easisg the q^uota mth inerens* 
iog delinquency. Crimes are seldom of bsA' 
dent magnitude on board ship to call for severe 
punishment ; while by passing oner one offence, 
you probably sow the seeds of ** many more/^-^Bjr 
showing them that you have their iniecort jhmI 
comfort at heart; that justice is your aim ; and that, 
while you are ready to giye all due eneoucagement 
to the well-behaved, you are no less deternuned to 
exercise your authority upon evil-doers, the most 
turbulent are soon led to appreciate the vafaie of 
order and obedi^ice. They are always coward* 
ly, from being sensible they are in a bad icanse, 
and no less insolrat and. overbearing if they tibiiik 
you are afraid of them. A man, to. enforce his au- 
thority, must go amongp them and beiord them wid^ 
out timidity ; otherwise they will begin forthwith to 
howl and rattle their chains. — ^The really tsonblo-. 
s<mie, among them seldom exceed one in ten ; »id 
Iqt keeping your foot upon the necks of these, all 
the rest will follow Ifte lambs* Tbo cockneys are, of 
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course, beyond all dispute the woist^ and a leaven of 
a dozen of these is enough to infect a thousand ii 
the comrtry yoieU, willi whom peace is gei^erall j the 
order of the day. Such a number of these toumies 
win keepa hundred of the others in subjection, from 
the manner in which they eling together, and from 
th^ overwhelming xn'atorieal abilities. — The less 
gifted yokels have not a chance with them, if the 
strong hand of power is not stretched out f<Hr their 
protection. A ship which took in her yokel cargo 
in the river, sailed round to Portsmouth to fill up 
with iBL dunnage^ of thirty townies, when the whole 
boast of Ae simfde yokels, while proceeding round, 
was, how they would " serve out'* the townies on 
the voyage : but before they were a week toge* 
ther, the handful of Spartans left the others 
scarcely a pair of decent trowsers wherewith to 
clothe their nakedness. 

Host desperate combats sometimes take place 
between the two parties, in badly regulated ships, 
and murder has often nearly ensued; for when 
the bristles of the yokels are fairly up, they level 

* A sea-pbrafte, sigaifyiog a kind of make-weig^bt 
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the cockneys as if they were playing at niheimis ; 
huUying being the chief qualification of the latter. 
A pair of brats, with whom a stout fellow might 
have played at te-totum, and who had flourished at 
the West-End fair rows, gave me more trouble 
than all the other hundred and fifty on board, from 
their entering readily into any mischief to which 
their more cunning elders put them up. One of 
these was endued with the natural gift of ** com- 
ing the piteous" (to use their own slang) in an 
unrivalled manner. When accused of an oflTeaice, 
(and such instances were far from infrequent,) he 
would declare his innocence with the most pathetic 
vehemence ; — ^his face expressive of pqighant agony, 
and the tears streaming down it like a shower from 
a watering-cart ; — ^while, if failing to convince me, 
he would drop upon his knees, clasp and wring his 
hands, and implore my forgiveness in a strain 
which even a heart of ice could not withstand, and 
which succeeded more than once to thaw mine ; — 
till turning suddenly round one day after forgiving 
him, I caught a glimpse of my late penitent kick- 
ing up his heels, winking, and thrusting his tongue 
in his cheek, to record his " wictory." 
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Tbe jpuxig thjeyes are indeed geoeiraUy the 

VEipai ironhleBom^, and on this acooimt a good 

piirpose is answered by separating the boys from 

the men. The saplings from Carter's Barracks, 

Sydney^ are three times greater nuisancer than the 

*^ full growths" in the Penitentiary there; and it 

wiU be seen in the Newgate trials, that the greater 

portion of thofie brought before a jury are under 

twenty. An old thief liyes more by his wits thaA 

bis handsy making the hands of the juniors serve 

bis turn, and the Battery and powers of persuasion 

of these Nestors are such as few young heads can 

withstand. 

The life of a thief is indeed calculated^ like 
the success of a new play, and such a one is said 
to have a good, or a had run, acoordii^ to the 
length of time he has been able to evade the 
pmalties of transportation or the gallows. You 
^ will (^ten hear old acquaintances when they meet 
during £resh debarkments from England, on in- 
quiring how Bill or Tom fiuch-a-one fares, and 
hearing he is still ** a-going at it," exclaim, in 
suirprise, '' What a lucky dog ! what a good run 
he has had !" 

VOL. II, M 
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Transportation was formerly no punishment to 
those who had friends here, or money to procure 
them ; snch individuals being soon applied for by 
their gratuitous qr purchased acquaintances, who, 
though nominally their masters, left them in a 
manner ^t liberty to do as they liked. Several 
who went out with me were so metamorphosed in 
a few days after they landed, that in their white 
top-boots and dandy vestments, I had some diffi- 
culty in recognising my old shipmates. While 
walking in the vicinity of Sydney in 1832, I en- 
countered a genteel-dressed man leading a pretty 
child in one hand and swinging about a handsome 
cane in the other, with a bunch of massy seals 
dangling at his fob, who stared hard at me as I did at 
him, — each having some recollection of the other : 
till at last I remembered his working his passage 
home as a sailor only the year previous in the 
ship wherein I had returned to England, with the 
view, as he had told me, of ** lifting a legacy." He 
had in fact ** lifted the legacy ;" been tried, con- 
victed, and transported for it; and arrived thus 
in the colony again, nearly as soon as I, (although 
only twenty months away,) with some sixty golden 



NBW SOUTH WALES. . 2Bf 

guineas in his pockety to boast of as the reward of 
his short trip. 

It is astonishing^ how correct the information of 
outward-bound convicts often is about the colony. 
A country lad once- applied to me with a most 
piteous tale of his haying been robbed of five gui- 
neas : " Why did you not giye it to me," said I, 
*' as others have done, that I might have taken 
care of it I" " Why, sir," said he, " I understood 
that if it was known I had money when I arrived 
in the colony, it would be taken from me and put 
into the savings' bank there, which would prevent 
me from bribing some person to apply for me and 
give me my liberty, or from bribing a sailor to 
stow me away in a ship if I wished to make my 
escape, which I hear are things commonly done in 
New South Wales." 

I cannot see the propriety of permitting the 
most notorious thieves to retain the property they 
have come dishonestly by, in defiance of the eights 
of those they have robbed. They have. only to 
steal coin^ or something ebe that the owner cannot 
ewear to, or turn the stolen articles into money, to 
outwit the owner and the crown too. Why <could 
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QOt the fellow I before alluded to have had his 
sixty-guinea hoard taken from him, and the per- 
soa he robbed compensated with it as far as it 
would go? Even the notorions Herring, who 
robbed the Stirling bank, carried ont gold and 
jewels to th^ amount of nearly 1000/. to revel 
u|)on in his captitity, where coach-^robberies could 
only be enjoyed in imagination. 

A wx>man who went out with me that had rob- 
bed a sweep's wife of forty sovereigns, whilst they 
were tippling together, would bring one of theni 
every now and then to be changed, which I did, 
though knowing them to be stolen property^ and 
consequently doubtful whether I might not be in- 
dicted as a receiver ! 
. Some also who had friends doing well in New 
South Wales would in olden times procure them- 
selves to be transported by way of having a free 
passa^, in order to join them. Several went out 
with me on these very terms ; and among them, 
one merry youth of two^and-twenty, whose fieither 
had been transported while he was a child in arms, 
and a brother at a later period. This bratiier had 
followed the fortunes of the father by special iavi- 
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tation^ to assist him in the cultivation of his farm, 
and the youngster I speak of was therefore the 
second son induced to entitle himself to a seven 
years' trip to Botany. On our arrival the elder 
brother came alongside^ and introduced the 
younger brother and the father (who were of 
course utter strangers) to each other! " When 
may we expect Jem f " was the question put short- 
ly after the preliminary cmffrdtulaiiona: Jem/be- 
iDg a cousin who had long promised the cohmjA 
speedy visit, as I le^rst from the younger^^brodi^t. 
The male convicts are landed at day-bredi xaa^ 
der a guard of constables^.and marched into Syd- 
ney jail-yardy where, after having all their ddthes 
daubed over with P. B's and broad idrrows^ in 
black and red paint, they are despatched to the 
Prisoners' barrack, to remain there until distributed 
by the land board according to the rules lately 
drawn up and printed. 
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lETTER XXXI. 

The ship is fitted up in the same way for the 
women as the men, excepting the addition of ia- 
.bles and shelves upon which to iron their clothes 
and stow away their tea-ware. No guard of sol- 
diers is required here, and consequently there is 
no bulk-head across the upper deck in midships. 
Their rations are the same as those enjoyed by the 
men, with the addition of tea and sugar, for the 
service of which there is a kettle supplied to each 
mess, and a tin-pot to each female, tea being 
usually made night and morning. Their oatmeal 
I allowed them to draw as they required it ; al- 
ways keeping a store in the hospital for the supply 
of such as wished to have gruel for supper, under 
which name the mess of oatmeal slided down their 
throats like custard, while at the same mess for- 
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merly cooked for them under the vulgar sea-epithet 
of burgou, the whole of them turned up in aver- 
non their genteel noses— so much for the '* magic 
of a name/' 

More accommodation is allowed for the women 
than for the men, the usual number of convict- 
women proceeding out in one vessel seldom ex- 
ceeding ninety ; a separate apartment being usual- 
ly fitted up in each ship too for the accommodation 
of the free women (with their children) going out 
to join their husbands who are convicts in the co- 
lony, a certain number annnaUy being forwarded 
this way by the government to those husbands who 
behave well and can support them. 

A similar mode of management must be adopt- 
ed with the women as with the men, appointing a 
certain number of respectable old matrons of Mag^ 
dalen Asylums and venerable pave peripatetics to 
superintend their fncmners and morals during the 
voyage^ and to see the prison kept in tidy trim, 
none except influentials of this description being 
capable of managing the unruly throng. 

The women are more quarrelsome and more 
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difficult to control than the men, their tempers 
being more excitable^ and a good deal being 
calcnlated on by them in respect to the usual 
leniency shown their sex. They are certainly 
more abandoned in their expressions, too, when 
excited; but this probably arises not so much 
fiCMn greater profligacy of disposition, as from 
their haying less control over their passions and 
their tongues. Formerly they lived promiscuous- 
ly with the seamen on the passage out, and the 
voyage was certainly then brought to a dose 
much more harmoniously than now, and (strange 
ajs it may seen) with greater benefit to the refor- 
mation of these females, for the period at least, 
when the rules of decency were not outraged in the 
intercourse.. — ^AU reformations, to be lasting, must 
be gradual ; for whatever is suddenly 4one, is liable 
to be as suddenly undone, and by bridling in their 
long-indulged inclinations by sheer brute force, you 
pvoduce no moral regeneration, but rather en- 
gender an accumulation of vice which will break 
out with overwhelming impetus when restraint is 
taken off. By being suffered to live in concu- 
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blni^e with the sailors during the Yoyage, they 
became initiated in the moral principle of per^ondi 
attachment i unknown to them before. The great evil 
of such an arrangement was, that the sailors often 
married them at the end of the voyage; when 
Jack, as soon as tired of the ** happy state/' would 
take to ship again and leave his spouse to the ex- 
ercise of her own free will and meditation9 ; while 
the number of females transported being so few^ 
in comparison to the men, the former ought cer- 
tainly to be made preserves of, to furnish wives for 
the latter. The truly pitiable surgeon who has 
hitherto endeavoured strictly to enforce the orders 
of the navy board on this head during the voyage^ 
has certainly most justly entitled himself to the full 
honour of Catholic canonization on his landing* 
And as regards the crew themselves, really poor 
Jack is planted in a perfect garden of temptation, 
when among probably a hundred of such fair se^ 
ducers, and is more an object of pity than wrath. 
To see twenty wicked fingers beckoning to bim, 
and twenty wicked eyes winking at him, at one 
and the same time, no wonder his virtue should 
sometimes experience a fall ! 
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A very ingenious plan, however, (persevered itt 
from the commencement of the interdictory system 
until reported to the navy board,) afforded free 
scope to these amorous flirtatiotis. The swaiiid 
first gained over the Arguses in charge of the hos^ 
pital ; forced up the piece of board nailed over the 
^x>al-hatch, which being under a bed-place was 
completely hidden from view ; then, entering the 
prison, ^'puffed out the rush-light" and continued 
their t^te^^-tdte with the ** fair penitents," until the 
inquisitive eye of day began to blink in upon them. 

When you do, indeed, detect Jack in a slip, who 
can gravely lecture him thereupon, should he make 
such a defence as was once made to the captain in 
my presence, on an accusation of creeping through 
the coal-hatch: — "Me, sir!" exclaimed the tar 
with an expression of surprise, " No, sir, I hopes 
I know how to behave myself better, sir, than that 
ere ; if I was going about a thing of that kind, 
I would go about it with economy, sir!" — ^a de- 
fence, the meaning of which could not be readily 
guessed. at* 

In speaking relative to each other, the women 
always make use of the term ladies which they do 
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more in sober earnest than jest, and whenever the 
''frail body'' is summoned to attend for their 
rations, it is, ** Ladies, come up for your biscuits ; 
Ladies, come up for your pork ; Ladies, the puddings 
are ready/' and so forth ; yet, while affecting all 
this gentility as a body, vfhen particularizing each 
other it is plain Poll, Kate, or Sal ; Miss being 
very seldom made use of, though Mrs, usually dis- 
tinguishes the married and the elderly. 

Innocent amusements of all kinds I encouraged 
among them. They danced several times weekly 
in the evenings throughout the voyage ; kept up 
^ging for an hour or two every night before re« 
tiring to bed ; and had occasionally regular con* 
certs and masquerades, at which latter, dressed 
out in their gayest plumage, or disguised in fan* 
tastic habiliments, they would prolong the frolic 
till bed-time. Some of the passengers in the cabin 
would now and then go down into the prison to 
listen to the singers, several of whom possessed 
sweet and plaintive voices, while the fantastic airs 
and quavers of others were ridiculous. A dame 
of about fifty, with hair formerly nut-brown> but 
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wUdi tiBM had tamed into « peppisr^aiidi-fldt 
dolowt^ (wb^i deeked out with » silk hatuhau npoki 
her head, a row of *^ youtfafiil eirrls'^ eneii^^ 
her foieheady and a kAot of artificial flowers stiick> 
in dandy fashion, above her ear,) would wiarUe 
forth '^ the false lamer that stole my heart avay,"* 
in a manner most languishingly amusing. This 
** ancient of days " had been driven l^ necessity 
to the state of life she had led ; for a more honest 
creature could not exist when want was kept £rom 
her door, white ev^y word she spoke possessed 
the veracity of gospel. As die affected very Ugh 
airs, her sentimentality verged toward the romantic^ 
and she lectured and remonstrated with the others 
in truly ludicrous style. 

I had asybil also on board borderii^ upon seventy, 
who had been, as she declared, forty years of that 
period in houses of correction and prisons. The 
man with whom she had lived, and whose name 
ahe bore, was the last hung in chains on Pennenden 
Heath (I think) for highway robbery. She was 
a most trustworthy creature, and abominated a lie 
so thoroaghly, that all the others were afiraid to 
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ccimimt dny misdeed in her iM'68exice» knowing old 

Kanny would disclose instantly ** tke whole troth 

and nothing but the trnth " if called on* She was 

so well known at last, she said, among the mf^o 

traieay as to be often trusted with the warrant for 

her own committal, without even an o^fficer to ac^ 

company h^ to prison, where she declared she had 

sp^tt the happiest days of her life ! She kept to 

a certain beat in London, sometimes cadging (beg^ 

ging), sometimes travelling about as a timber-mer^ 

^ant (match-*selling), and meantime picking up 

what she could in the cross trade (thieving) ; falling 

into '' good practice" in this way, by accostmg 

g^itlemen for charity whom she saw chirping in 

the streets to the Paphians, and on their turning 

about and tellii^ her to be off, fingering adroitly 

their wateh, pocket-book, or whatever else came 

handiest to her; then gliding slowly away grvm^ 

hting all the while at their not relieving ^'the poor 

old creature." From her shrivelled beldame look 

she was accoimted a sort of witch by the nymphs 

of the pavi, and none at first would take her into 

their mess, from the opinion they entertained that 

whatever evil wish she expressed was certain to 
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come to pass. When any of them strolled out fer-r 
merly in an evening on professional parsuits, and 
encountered old Nanny at the outset, they knew, if 
they conld not comply with her charitable demand, 
they might as well tarn home again, as they would 
have no luck for that night ! She had many whim"* 
sical and facetious anecdotes relative to her ex* 
ploits^ but the adventure she took most pride te 
relate, was the doing of an hospital physician. 
Being ill with a cough and wheezing, she proceeded 
with a letter of admission to the hospital, when 
the examining physician, after having looked at 
her tongue and felt her pulse, was called moment 
tarily away, leaving the gold watch he had been 
counting the pulse with upon the table. The sight 
of such a gem ticking at a tempting distance before 
her, made Nanny's very finger-ends tingle, and 
operated upon her wheezing like a dose of the 
** Gilead," — so, hastily snatching it up, she glided 
with light and nimble foot out at the door, and had 
a thimble of rtnn on credit of her prize in ten 
minutes after the '* trump had turned up/' 

To the general credit of my female charge be 
it spoken, I believe there was but one barefaced 
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{pretender to honesty in the mrhole batch, and this 

was a tippling old " lady of the bed-chamber/' 

known long as a amnoisseur in old plate, who had 

been convicted of pawning a couple of silyer 

spoons and forks, which some ** plag^ey parti-^ 

cnlar" individual proved a ** g^od title'' to, and 

which she was constantly impressing most anxiously 

upon me, (while fortifying her plea of " Not 

guilty," by many little feeling appeals and moral 

reflections,) had come by a sort of mere (iccideni 

into her possession, and were pawned by her 

solely with a view to their greater security until 

she had an opportunity of returning them to the 

family out of whose house they had illegally 

smuggled themselves in a bundle of dirty linen 

which she was carrying to the wash. Neither did 

any except this solitary immaculate make earnest 

appeals to the Divinity as to the innocence of 

offences on board with which they were jmtly 

accused, or to attest the truth of falsehoods they 

were endeavouring to lull me over with; while 

there was not a single Scripture-quoter, such 

as we find so liberally abounding in men-ships, 

altibough doubtless the worthy old moralist before 
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•pokim of Ifould have freed the ship from this 
stigma had she been able to read. There w&re, 
it is trae, seyeral religioiisly disposed indiridnatt 
among them ^^paet their grand cRmaeterie^ who 
conned over their Bibles Very sedolonsiy dnriiig 
the voyage, but who doted too lovingly npdn the 
" miii ** to allow any moral maxims they might 
hare imbibed profiting them much after landing*. 
One of thes^i now servant to a friend of mine in 
Syddey, (and a most excellent servant in other re* 
speets;^lias never been an hour from home yet^ 
withoat being ** overcome by tiie spirit," and re* 
quiring to be trundled to her domicile on a hand* 
barrow, or shooldered like a sack of potatoes. 
Indeed, I have observed, that the very best sei^ 
yants, and all the moralizing and philosophizing 
classes among them, are drunkards* The Bibles 
with which each female was supplied were taken 
good care of; but as they knew these would be all 
mustered at the end of the voyage, this consoioiis* 
ness might have had some effect, for the greater 
portion of the religious tracts which were promise 
cuottsly distributed quickly disappeared; and in 
what way, my picking up a dired of one of tiiest 
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one sQimy moraing' in NoTember, when a coierie 
of these njmphs vrete^ unpapering their eurti, 
satisfactorily demonstrated. My best thanks are 
certainly due to my female flock, for saving me 
the folly of reading to them every Sunday (as 
requested of me by a worthy individual, who has 
been long endeavouring to improve the wi^tched 
inmates of our prisons) a closely^written fools- 
-cap sheet of excellent moral and religious itdvicc, 
addressed to them by Margaret Stewart, a mira^ 
culously converted Paphian, who had " got into 
trouble *' by imposing herself as Lady Erskine^s 
waiting-maid upon a credulous dress-maker, into 
whose esteem she had at once insinuated herself, 
by ordering full suits of mourning for her lady^ 
ship and all her retinue. 

This essence of gentility, as my informants stated, 
finding on her arrival in Newgate what a yood 
thing the leading of a good life was, soon out- 
stripped all competitors in austerity of morals and 
religious fervour, when the individuals it was her 
aim to delude were present, or when she was 
pretty sure they would Rear of it; while before her 
' confidants no one could more merrily frisk about 
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or more fully eigoy the fun of the profitable hoax 
•he was carrying on. She was even so anxious to 
fu>quire the esteem of those who compassioziated 
her case« as to be at the pains of having a letter 
written in London addressed to herself (as if from 
some sympathizing relation in her native Scotland) 
forwarded to a friend in Edinburgh, and trans- 
mitted back to Newgate, bewailing *' dear Mar- 
garet's unfortunate condition, which, as a lineal 
descendant of the kings of Scotland, was a deg^- 
dation her forefathers coidd never have antici- 
pated." Now, all letters to prisoners being exa- 
mined at Newgate, a prodigious effect was pro- 
duced, as Margaret well knew it would be, by this 
claim set up on her part to participation of royal 
blood! 

Being busily occupied on the two first Sundays 
after it was- put into my hands, I did not read the 
moral lecture of the pious Margaret, as requested ; 
some of my flock however seemed disinclined that 
I should overlook it, inquiring every pow and then 
with a significant smile, ** When are you going to 
read Margaret Stewart's letter, sir?*' — I confess 
myself so dull, that their smirking queries never 
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generated (Suspicion in my mind^ and I should pro* 
bably have remained in ignorance both of Mar- 
garet's hypocrisy and royal descent, had not one of 
the number most charitably unfolded to me the 
genuine history of the religieuse. 

The intelligent matron of the Female factory at 
Paramatta informed me that there was a ** Mar- 
garet" also in the female conyict-ship she took pas- 
sage in, who had attained to such religious and 
moral perfectibility, that the surgeon at times in- 
trusted to her the reading of the church service, 
when my informant hearing *' peals of laughter " 
instead of " notes of praise " bursting every now 
and then from the deck below, leant her ear, on 
one of these occasions, over the hatchway, and 
found the source of all the fun to be in the humo- 
rous manner in which the canonical delegate was 
burlesquing the service. This pattern-convict is 
now in the service of a dissenting clergyman in the 
colony, into whose good graces she has so effec- 
tually prayed herself, that she is looked upon by the 
simple family as a perfect phoenix in moral excel* 
lence, her voice being always loudest at the hymn, 
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und quoting Scripture with a facility which woald* 
pat many a dignitary of the church to the blush ; — 
but as, according to my informant, she had been 
made ** keeper of the heys^* upon late occasions 
daring the family's absence, the harvest of her re- 
formation would ere long be reaped by her be- 
lieving friends in a manner which might furnish a 
subject for a condemned sermon. 

The observations relative to the reform of the 
men, when congregated in large bodies, apply 
equally to the women. Indeed, the specimen of 
reform which the Penitentiary at Milbank has 
shown forth must now, I think, have fully dispelled 
the delusion of this mode of attaming it. The vol- 
leys of curses that assailed the ears, and showers of 
mouldy crusts and well-picked bones that rattled 
about the heads, of a noble patron of that esta- 
blishment, and the coterie of lady companions he 
had beguiled to hear a sermon there, (in order to 
demonstrate the triumphant progress molality had 
made among the female inmates), must have satb- 
fied the lady visitors, on recovering from their 
hysterics and fainting fits, how unprofitably the 
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public money had been expended in the building*, 
^our of these very damsels went out with me after 
being dismissed as reformed from the Penitentiary* 
who, as might be expected* had returned again to 
their old habits, and secured a mittimus to the 
colony. 

Batches of old bagnio prima donnas and mag- 
netic-fingered friends will come on board before 
leading England dressed gaily out, representing 
th^nselyes as the desponding or sympathizing ac* 
quaintances of some of the unfortunates, (whom 
tbey furnish with most excellent characters pre- 
vious to their " having got into trouble ;") and as 
the really respectable relations of others endeavour 
to bespeak your favour likewise, it is difficult to 
distinguish. Those ho\(ever whom you see come 
familiarly ^nipleasantly up to their relations, you 
may mark down as " no better than they should 
be," while to those whom you never detect with a 
smile upon their faces, but who remain with sad 
and tearful countenances all the time they are on 
board, you may generally attach some credit. J 
was however most scientifically duped at Sydney 
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by one of these weepers. On coming ont of my 
cabin the morning after arrival^ my eye wassmd- 
denly arrested by an affecting scene on the quarter- 
deck» the dramatis person^s of which were a re- 
spectable-looking old lady and a yonng unfortu- 
nate, who sat moping together npon a carronade- 
slide, their arms round each other's necks, and 
sobbing and showering down their tears most 
abundantly. I walked forward and inquired in a 
soothing tone of the venerable dame if she was 
the girFs mother? ** No, sir: no, sir!" sobbed out 
this paragon of sensibility, ** but I am the same 
as a mother, sir, for I brought her up from the 
time she was an infant, and I love her as if she 
was the dearest child I have, sir!" — *^ Do not, my 
good woman," said I, ** fake it so much to heart ; 
think rather how happy it is that you are here, 
and able, I hope, to do something for her." — ** Oh 
that I will, sir, that I will!" sobbed she: '' I 
intend applying for her and taking her home to my 
own house, sir, and, thank Grod, I have it in my 
power to do something for my dear Mary, for she 
was always a good girlT I now addressed myself 
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to her protegee, charging her to conduct herself as 
became her toward one who had such an evidemt 
regard for her, and took so much interest in her 
welfare, which she promised to do. Now, Mary 
had a sister on board, transported for the same rob- 
bery ; and while the old lady adopted her favourite, 
the sister was assigned to another ** worthy Chris- 
tian friend." About a fortnight after, I was in* 
formed by a clergyman of Sydney, that this same 
tender-hearted old dame had revived her acquaint* 
ance with the girls for purposes of an infamous 
description, which being speedily discovered, Mary 
wa« separated from her ; while the sister, whose 
master had proposed the enjoyment of her inti- 
macy, quitted his service in affected horror — on 
finding her intended inaniorato both old and ugly. 
If mewing the women up in Penitentiaries seldom 
produces any other than mere outward show, too 
great severity observed at the outset here is rather 
prejudicial than otherwise. Those who have been 
most strictly kept under during the voyages to 
New South Wales, have invariably turned out the 
worst, for a time at least. The wild buoyancy 
of their dispositions being bridled by the severe 
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restramts imposed npon them, tUey were like wan- 
ton colts loosened from the stall when they land- 
ed, and in the fulness of their delight on being at 
last freed from the galling yoke, broke out into all 
manner of extravagancies. 

The women, after being mustered on board, 
are sent up by water to the Paramatta factory^ 
and assigned to service by the council, every en* 
couragement being given to marriage by the pre- 
sent governor, who is aware that the best species 
of reform is that which the wants of the married 
state bring about; the new ties and new duties 
thus called into play, being the likeliest of all pos^ 
Bible incitements to produce amendment by im- 
polling to labour and industry, in order to cherish 
and more effectually fulfil them. Where the fer 
male does not amount to an eighth of the male 
population, no wonder crimes of the deepest dis 
should prevail amongst individuals naturally so 
depraved; therefore, except for the purposes of 
punishment, no women ought to be kept in the fac- 
tory, but allowed their free liberty, taking care to 
punish them for drunkenness or common prostitu*- 
tion, reserving the factory only as an asylum in 
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cases of destitation and old age. The women be- 
ing almost invariably led astray by the men^ we 
ought to view their offences more with an ye of 
pity than of anger, and reform rather than pnnish* 
ment should be our object. If by the suppression 
of one crime, you create another some thousand 
times worse, you surely cannot deem yourself do- 
ing good. 

Thus, mewing these. veterans in vice np in the fac- 
tory, when such a disparity of sexes exists among 
us, not only tends materially to check the advance- 
ment of population in our young community, but 
gives rise to the most abominable of crimes, while 
manifestly tending to the seduction and prostitu- 
tion of our young colonial females, who may be 
justly said to be sacrificed to the fanciful specula- 
tion of preserving an ideal morality among our 
depraved English importations. The government 
here was forced into this system by the theorists of 
the day, who, in their zeal for introducing, a mil- 
lenium among us, avert their eyes from the gross 
worldly results to which their Utopian specula- 
tions lead. 

The love matches among this portion of our 

VOL. II. N 
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popidatioB edttaiiUy oft^n saroar not a Bide «f 
i^he romanoec^ olden times. Not a ft^^ opir 
fectory fair baye been wooed and von by a sort i^f 
telfgrfq)hic courtship, carried ^on by aieins of baiid 
aad-bandkerdttef ^signals fnNk a commanitiiy aami- 
aenee overlookii^ tiie domicile of these nyte^pbs, 
tbe most ^aeU^ig point fdr the love*lom sm^in 
being that of finding out the name of his pledged 
bride^ in order to bbtain her release from die po- 
liee beneh for the coteummation of ibeir snptiais. 
Not afew h^ppy matches have relttlted^ too, from 
tender * attaehio^its fbrmed within the love-iiis^ 
lAtig walls of lite look^iq) house ; nay, it is &wb 
asserted that sudi have taken place when the sen- 
tjimeatal c^ii^le Were in tibe course of iaitiation in 
** r0vo{i«f(tf^f>2^ principles" at Cubit's peripatetic 
semiiMMcy. 

A twelTerndfith scaree iias passed, indeed, osee 
a riph and aniorous Sydney yoiith, widb the blocon 
of fifty<-six ftuainiers on his dieeks, Was linked 
in love's dear bands with one of out. pretty p€«i- 
tents, from ivfaose eye^ he first drank in tlie sweet 
infection while his " fairest of the fair " was per- 
fonnisig public peAance on a miffket day, (with 
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het gown-tail drawn over he^ hesA,) t&t d£d>bling 
toe deeply in strong waters on the preceditig eve* 
rang. 

' Owing to the dearth of *^ female loveliness" in 
the colotiy, there *is always an eager competition 
of suitors among our lowly swains for every vacant 
hand that presents itself^ Our wo-begooe widows 
are frequently, in fact, scarce permitted to give 
their mourning weeds the benefit of a second day's 
sunning before they are entangled in another 
matrimonial web ; and indeed some of our easily- 
wooed brides may be said to trip off to church 
wiping the widow's tear from the one eye, and 
blinking biitfaely with the other upon the *' happy, 
happy swain" who is bearing his prize tritim- 
pbantiy away. A friend of mine, but a novice 
in colonial phraseology, having an audience ear- 
nestly begged of him one evening by his bux- 
om washerwoman, was, to his no small astonish- 
ment, solicited for an advance of two dollars to 
eaaable her to get married in the morning. *' Mar- 
ried ! " exclaimed my friend ; '* why you told me 
oidy three days ago that you had a husband in 
England." " So I did, sir," sighed the fair; **but 
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I have received a letter since, acqiudnting me that 
he has $uffered." " Suffered^ re-echoed my un- 
sophisticated friend, dropping his voice down to 
the tender key ; " dear me, what has he suffered?^ 
" He has been hanged, sir," whimpered the peti- 
tioner; and clinking the dollars into her pocket, 
she tripped out of doors to solace her widowed 
heart with the joys of a second husband. — Married 
women ought indeed to be divorced on transporta- 
tion, because they might then marry legally here, 
whilst at present they generally wed in the colony 

* 

in defiance of former unions in England ; our cler- 
gymen having no positive means of knowing whe- 
ther such have been contracted or not, and few of 
them, I believe, being very particular about the 
matter, as even the most evangelical must admit, 
that it is more seemly for a couple to live decently 
together under the respectable cloak of matrimony, 
than in open adultery. 

Women are in fact one of the best and most 
patriotic consignments that could be sent out to 
our rising country. Even furthering a few ship- 
loads of volunteers from the streets of overgrown 
towns in Britain would benefit greatly our convict^ 
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community ; — benefit also the places from whence 
they might be despatched ; and benefit the wretched 
creatures themselves, by enabling them to begin a 
new and useful life in another country. 

The inauspicioas issue of the experimental mis* 
sioa of the Twelve Apostles* some years back 
has, I fear, operated against future speculations 
of this kind ; a goodly proportion of that cho- 
sen band having been found in a matronly way 
(hanging in a sort of sentimental love-trance round 
the neck^ of the sympathizing tars) by the reve- 
rend inspector who visited them on arrival, to certify 
as to their hiffh state of morcd improvement. But 
even admitting the worst in this case, still the 
situation of these unfortunates must be now out 
^f all comparison superior to their former debased 
condition in England ; while the colony cannot but 
have profited by such an acquisition as twelve 
young healthy females, destined perhaps to become 
mothers of virtuous families, and thus to increase the 
amount of our industrious population. Their sudden 

•Twelve unfortunate girls, who had been sent out by 
tome religious society, to get either places or husbands in 
New South Wales. They were so named by the sailors. 
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pr^JifldLaesa doubtless arises partly from change of 
#litfiiite producing a corresponding change io c<m- 
9titatiob» but may chiefly be ascribed to an alteration 
of habits. . The same effect we see coming into 
{day unong the street-perambulators in England, 
ffsmoe it became fashionable to renovate their coii* 
stitutions by short sentences to wholesome prison 
diet» and the wholesome discipline of the tread* 
mill. The fruitful effects of these measvres most 
of the parishes frequented by such damsels can 
abundantly testify. The facetious clergyman of a 
manufacturmg yillage in the North seemed to un- 
derstand this matter well alao:*— no illegitimate 
children bad been for a long while forthcoming in 
die parish, till change of times caused a dispersion 
jof the manufctctufittgestabttshment, when a sudden 
Jocundity ensued* A worthy elder, shocked at the 
scandal of such a numerous illegal progeny being 
bU " on the stocks" at cmce, waited on his pastor 
to condole upon the subject, and take steps to 
arert, as he deemed it, the ^'incteasing depra- 
vity," — ^but was checked by his reverend friend 
pulling 1dm gently by the sleeve, and whispering 
in his ear, " No, no, James, uo, no ; instead of 
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.viewing suoh as tokens of increasing depramtyt I 
bail them, James, as the first signs of returning 
worality.'^ So we may say of our female exiled 
population; pointing to the fine and numerous 
families which they rear as triumphant proofs of 
their moral regeneration. 
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LETTER XXXII. 

It being a most important consideration to the 
mother country, that the system of convict disci- 
pline in New South Wales should be so regulated* 
as to insure the punishment as well as the reform 
of every offender sent out, in order that criminals 
may be deterred from the commission of crime in 
England by the terrors of transportation, instead 
of as heretofore often courting it as a desirable 
object, — a few hints regarding the accomplishment 
of these points may not be unacceptable. 

In the first place, then, a uniform list ought to 
accompany every party of convicts forwarded to 
the hulks from whatever jail in the kingdom, con- 
taining (in separate columns) each criminars naiiie, 
(alphabetically arranged,) his age, trade, description, 
place, and date of trial ; together with the parti* 



NEW SOUTH WALES. 297' 

eakur nature of his crime, his sentence, and, lastly, 
the character he has previously bome^ This latter 
point ought to be diligently investigated by the 
committing magistrates, from the clergyman of 
the criminal's parish; from the individuals with 
whom he has worked; and from the constables 
and magistrates of the place. As it is, the charac- 
ters furnished to the hulks by jailors or turnkeys 
can be very little depended on. 

Again, when the convicts embark from thehulks 
for the colony, a copy of this list should accom* 
pany them, duly examined and certified by some 
responsible individual from the secretary of state's' 
office ; as these lists being at present made out by 
a convict-clerk, the difference of half-a-crown will 
.make a man either saint or fiend. 

On arrival in Sydney, the police magistrate^ 
accompanied by two others, should repair on board 
the ship; examine each individual separately, to 
verify the descriptive remarks ; and according to 
the nature of his crime and previous character, 
sentence him to work a certain period, in single or 
double irons, in a penal gang employed in the 
distant interior of the colony upon road and 
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bridf ^ makiagt «r daariag fwtiiooi of bod for 
firoqpectiYe sutlers (as Attgg^tad ia the M^ l«t« 
tem of JSfr. Eagar); wd in feooiiig fieMs, patting 
|ip stockyards^ aad biuldin^g dweUing-4ioiise8, to be 
paid for. by tbe settle iii yearly iastaljoiettts «f 
wheat. Evwy sis^ mondta, tiiree magistiatefl should 
make tbe ciroait of these gangs ; esamiae all aaek 
as have served their allotted tiaie, aad» if certified 
on oath by the superiatendant and overseer to have 
worked and behaved well during that peri<^,/re*- 
lease them from their irons, and assi^ them to. 
the employ of a settler for a period of fpar yeairs : 
this teitn being also served, the c<wviets sfaoaU 
be carriiBd before another bench o[ laagistrateSy aod 
their masters and overseers agiaip c^tifyiag. oa 
oath to their good behaviour, a " ticket of leave" 
might foe conferred upon th^m, eatittiag jSiem to 
work for their own benefit ia any part of the 
colony \ bat if failing, in either of the above casM* 
to establish a good <^ara£4er both as a workiM» 
and otherwise, each man -shoald be placed in the 
penal gang for a fixed period again. 
> When an individual has enjoyed the privil^e 
of a ticket of leave for two ye^s, and 
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aa afiimpeacbaUe TepatsitUMi doriiig thtit iime, 
^mancipatioB might fblloir a» a matter of eonrse. 
The ockBTiot would thus have three pmods of pre- 
haUon before he oould attain his freedom in the 
colony ; and knowing the strict examination that 
would be made at these periods both as to hh 
heiiig a good workman and a well-behaved person, 
he would be more unremitting in his endeavours ; 
particularly as he would see a certainty of acquiring 
his fveedbm in a fixed time by good conduct. 

The ccmvict's time ought never to be hngih-^ 
€(ned in a settlei^s employ for misconduct, but - he 
should at once be disposed of in a penal gang ; 
because many of the settlers would otherwise be 
induced to make frivolous complaints against their 
good servants in order to keep them the longer ; while 
a settler's employ would be made to appear in the 
eyes of the convicts generally as a punishment in-* 
stead of a rewards Nothings but bodily infirmity 
should ever prevent a convict (whatever his former 
respectability may have been) from passing through 
these probationary periods ; while he ought not to 
be alloved to ent^r^in the most distant hope of 
having nioh periods mitigated by good c<mduct, 
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tint a cer taint jf of hayiiig them hngthened hjbadii 
TCb^ derivation of all hope bef<H*e the folfihnent 
of ^the peri4)d fixed wquU be itself a panishmen^' 
and therefore ought to be oonsidered when sesK 
Jtm,^e ifl given ; beoause.it should be kept in vi&wi 
thfitth^ piwshment ought generally to i be as short 
but as severe as circumstances will admit, where- 
by, the public as well as the criminal are alike 
jpiiners. 

It ifould be a good rule to assign no more ot 
tl^fse individuals hereafter to residents in . the 
^oeonty of Cumberland ; but let thb county be 
l^ept as a preserve for the free and the ticket^ 
of-leave mea to labour in» as the labour of free 
fann-servants is at present nearly as cheap there 
as the labour of convicts. 

. To keep the penal gangs secure during the 
vighi, let a stout waggon upon low wheds be god-* 
structed, twelve feet long and six broad, chspeA 
together with iron bars, and covered with plates of 
the. same metal, to prevent its being, cut through, 
— and loop-holes and slides at top and bottom for 
the admission of air# Two sleeping-berths on each 
side lengthwise, and two again above these, would 
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abeamniodate eight mditidaals in eaeh waggon, to 
be loeked in during the night. These waggons 
mig^t^always be moyed along so as to be kept near 
the work ; while a te^ sheets of bark, or branches 
of trees, would shelter them daring the day from 
tiie 8an« The convicts in these penal gangs should 
haye no communication either verbally or in wri- 
ting with any one in the colony, except through 
the medium of their overseers, so as by keeping all 
knowledge of the country from them, to make it 
more diflScult for them to escape, — ^while their heads 
should, be kept close shaved, to admit their easier 
recognition. Task work should invariably be had 
reoOYirse to when it can be attained ; and the super^ 
intendance ought to be of the most efficient de- 
scription, if it is wished to make government labour 
ti puniahment instead of , as hitherto, an amuse- 
ment (besides being the ruin of every convict em* 
ployed in it, owing to the lazy proffigate habits he 
therein acquires). 

The superintendants should be intrusted wkh 
the sole power of punishing ; and to admit of this, 
they ought to be all magistrates. It is evident 
how loose the discipline of a regiment would be, if 
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(he cokwel had Co take er^ aridier to .» iimgt#- 
teate before ar^rardiag eirea a lUgbt }>i|naiihiiiemt; 
•and the sjulem of conyiot diaeipKae shauld be 
laodelled atrietly oa military aiirmllance* 

Other detMsiiptionuB of penal gaoga dioold be in* 
Ktitated for the appropriation of oooTicts femA 
guilty of any crime ia the oolony, or petarned fmni. 
settlors as lazy, iasoleat, or the like; whe««iii 
to work out in doable or mgie ironftthe senteiiees 
amwded then. These latter gangs dioald be can** 
ployed in the oldar settled portkms of the territDiiy 
in similar species of labour to the former; Am 
ds^y however, beef an inferior description^. and 
e<Hisist principally of mak» meal, the cakes end 
faomony made from which are abhorred by all onr 
cooLTicts ; bat which being a whoIesDme, cheap^ 
and nutritious food, is on all accounts, well auited 
to them. Whether in depriving an individuld ci 
a ticket of leave, or sentencing him to a penal 
gang, the periods should be always Umited, and no 
coBsideeation ought to Oecafiioii their eartailment 
when once sent^ice is passed and. approved. ^by 
the governor ; and when slavery for life is the Imti 
pnoishment that can be awarded, it ought to bd dis- 
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tbctly explaiiied to the cnlpri^^ that he may enter- 
tain no hope whateyer of rdee^. It n^fat poui* 
t% be neeess^y to tra>is|]ort a few of the most 
desperate to Norfolk Island^ but the greater por- 
tion of them vf oald be safely and more benefidiailly 
employed in forwarding improyements in the eo* 
loffliy; by which the expenses of their maintenanlee 
might be more than defrayed. 

-The great objection hitherto against clearing 
gangs has been the impossibiiity of confining them 
at night, in coQse<]ttence of which they were ena- 
bled to prowl about thei country after dusk pius-« 
derii^ the settlers and trayellers on the road;^ 
— ^but coiafinement in w^^ons. would obviate all 
thiK« Goo^ overseers, wi4i a small party of mili- 
tary or armed poUc^nen to each penal ^ang, would 
amply sulflSee to keep them in order, assisted by a* 
few armed natives to trace and bring them back in 
case of desertion; A simple and eomptehensive ' 
code «of hiws (adapted solely to the convicts) ar* 
ranged in the manner of die Articles of War, should 
also be passed the cobnial council, printed and 
pasted upon a board and hung up in a conspicuous- 
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part, to be read by each gang, and also distributed 
among the settlers for the like purpose. 

AU offences committed by convicts ought to be 
tried by a court of five magistrates. It is absurd ' 
to allow men suffering the penalties of the law all' 
tiie privileges which free-men are in these respects* 
entitled to, and to have the advantage of all 
the delays and legal quibbles which the usual 
jury trials admit. The law with them should 
be expeditiously carried into effect, and no legal 
subtlety ought ' to screen a criminal when proved 
guilty of another crime. These benches of magis- 
trates should have the power of sentencing to' 
death, and increasing the criminal's sentence of' 
transportation or labour in a penal gang to an inde-' 
finite period, — always however havmg the sentence 
sanctioned by the governor with advice of the 
chief justice, when death is awarded or when 
^ »U)eedihg four years' increased transportation or 
labour. When the brave men fighting the battles 
<^ their country are amenable to a court of military' 
officers for every offence they can commit, why 
should not individuals expelled that country for 
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their crimes, be amenable to a court of intelligoit 
and respectable magistrates ? 

The reformation of prison discipline forms another 
object of great importance to the welfare of the 
mother country ; as long as a prisoner comes out of 
jail, a worse man than he went in, it must be con- 
fessed tobe.a very melancholy state of things. 

The great imperfection of our prison arrangements 
18^ that prisoners for every variety of offence are 
so mingled as to make a jail more a place of con^ 
vivial enjoyment than of punishment; while, instead 
of the. principles, of the prisonl^rs undergoing rv- 
formation, they become more and more carruptedf 
from the recital of larcenous adventures and ex^^ 
change of larcenous opinions. After leaving prison^ 
too, the individual who had been sent there for 
some petty offence is recognised as afellowHsuf- 
feprer by the depraved characters he may have been 
associated with, whose company he is consequentiy 
iny^led into, and his morals thoroughly polluted.- 
If therefore a jail could.be so constructed that none 
of its inmates could exchange a word with each' 
other, or even see each other's faces, and conse-* 
quently never be able to know who were im- 
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miured aiong wiik dteni, tlte^bivrci eTtbrinmkl be 
avoided. 

Thui miglit be aeeoiiipliflbed in die fidloBidiig^ 
ottimer* IM a seriea o£ oella of fsbtQug. owk. be 
conrtrnctad^' nine feet by four aad fi hait, and sevoa 
bif h# Jhfoopad roiuid vith iron ban^ andcoren^ iriA 
platea of tke saoie^ to prevent being cat tbvoagb^ 
baving a strong iron grating at tofy, and a slidingr 
er foklkig cover with a bnlla^a in it. wbicb the 
pffiaoner eonld open and skat,, and small p<»i«bohMi 
iuoid sUdei'at tkn bottom* for adanssinn of aif«. A 
bflPUBOok sbn^ betwemr two rnganntgbt serfia^fbr 
^ bed^ settiag the bed'«lotlM» oat txx air dul}^: Aa 
edls being ifl phued nndra a oommon opoD obod; 
havikqravank aur-pipe passing np betweo^ tbem 
and ooiiiminnaala^ by a slop-cock witb eaob osfl 
ta adout tbe prisoner imnNog it in cold vmt^ 
tber, or wbenever reqpnsite. Tkese eells hefaig 
fdaoed or tmdis conld be moved oat into tb» open 
eb to give the prisoners tbe beneit of a sunning 
in fine weather^ while tiie nine-feal*laiigth of each 
wroald afford qnite aofficieut space to take exer- 
oise in when its inmate became aceostomed to that 
linutatiQOy as any one who has been at sen can 
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wBply tegtify. A ntfrrot^ gatltoy orerhead, ettendw 
ing the whde length of the shed, would serve as a 
place for the watchman or patrole, to prevent oon* 
v^Tsati(»iy and guardi against escape. Hie prisonem 
vcmld not be enabled to see or speak to each other 
iaaL the cells ; while on- their being placed at the ' 
mail or allowed to walk mit upon eceasion^ ihey 
the^dd be dressed in loose iiinnel frocks bavi^ 
nmaber of their c^l painted thereiqwn, and have 
ntasks on» so r6<»n7 as to admit of wipilig Aeiir 
faces ^thoiit taking them off, during labour^ 

A jail of this descriptkm would thus consist but ef 
il high wall enoloffliig ro'ws of open sheds with a few 
necessary buildings for the offieers, &c.« and couM 
^not possibly cost one-third of what jails commonly 
do; while, as this solitary ocmfinement wotild be 
<nie-third worse than the mode of iniprisoniEtieMt 
mr^ followed^ the period of incarceration might be 
relatively reduced, and the expenses to' the cetcntry 
reduced in the same rati<^ while the prisoner, by 
obtaimng his liberty earlier, would also be a gainer.*^ 
In large towns, where ground is valuable, arched 
galleries might rise in successive stories abovt 
each other, partitioned off into cells 
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a free ventilation through them, . the arcfawaja 
having doors on account of the greater exposure 
from height. The galleries might thus form a 
square, with the other requisite buildings in the 
centre. But the greatest advantage of all is» that 
the prisoners would never be able to know wbo 
their jailmates were, or recognise each other an 
liberation f so that the man. who was sent to prison 
would come out of it at least no worse ihdXi whea 
he went in. Prisoners ought also to be carried 
masked to and from the court houses and police 
offices to the jails^ by which tneans the degra^ 
ding exposure of handcuffed individuals through 
the streets yrovXi. be avoided. . 

The bad effects resulting from the publicity of 
punishments are no less worthy of consideratioB; 
Although it has long been acknowledged that this 
publicity has no power in deterring from orime, 
public punishments still continue to outrage the 
best feelings of the community. They however 
not merely do not deter ^ but actually operate 
in a contrary way, by hardenibg and debasing 
the feelings of individuals, and making them 
value these punishments less h'j reason of their 



NEW SOUTH WALBS. 309 

^aniliarity with* them than they otherwise would 
do. A man who has been in the habit of witnes»- 
in^ public punishments of any kind must feel 
with what different sensations he contemplated 
the first instance to the last, and will be led to 
confess that, even bad as they are, his imagination 
had painted them as much worse. The first time 
I saw a man flogged, every lash made me wince as 
if it had fallen upon my own shoulders ; but now I 
ooald see a back scarified without moving a muscle. 
In > England, we have such a horror of the cruel 
and bloody guillotine, that an attempt at its intro- 
duction might endanger the public peace ; while in 
France our barbarous hanging is no kss abhor- 
rent to public feeling, each countryman thinking 
worst of that which he has never witnessed. Dan-^ 
gers unseen indeed always produce a much more 
appalling effect upon the mind than those with 
which the eyes are familiar; while our feelings, at 
first melted by the sight of every moving specta- 
cle, defy by gradual inurement the most horrific ! 
The boy fresh from school, who would quake at 
even the probable casualty of a bloody nose, will, 
in the course, of a short campaign, rush fearless to 



$)ie .eannoii's jnouth, prodigal of tbe liyes of wi 
feUoir-CTeatiires and equally regaedless of his ow&« 
MariuSf from acccustoming his troops to ^e 
fierce and savage looks of the Gaulish invsideTS, 
was at length urged by them to lead them to vi&« 
UfTj, agamst that very enemy, at whose name they 
formerly trembled, but of whom knowledge led to 
QOntempt. Can it be with this view that legitlla- 
tors familiarize individuals to the sight of capital 
punishments ; — ^to Biake them think lightly of the 
gallows, and steel their minds preparatory to the 
trial when their own turn may come ? 

. Every effort ought to be made to impress power- 
fully upon the imagination of the multitude the 
terriUe nature of our punishments, without per- 
mitting than. to be actual spectators thereof. The 
having a black board, bearing in large letters the 
names, ages, smd cnmes of the delinquents, posted 
up, conspicuously before the prison; a black flag 
with emblems of death hung out; a minute-bell 
tolled until the criminals issued from their cells ; 
and the clergyman to appear briefly with them on 
a stage in front of the prison, and kneeling with 
them to call upon the multitude to join in prayer on 
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behalf of the unhappy culprits : — I think it might 
be at least worth .the serious consideration of the 
legislature whether these solemnities^ or such as 
these — this display of the '^ pomp and circum- 
stance *' of death — this appeal, in fact, to the ima- 
^nation (whose peculiar property it is to excyge" 
rate), — ^may net be far better calculated to answer 
the purposes of warning and deterring than the 
aetMd brutal ^Khibition, notoriously turned by the 
refirobate into a disgusting joke. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

New South Wales and Van Dieman's Land 
are under the jurisdiction of a governor-gene* 
ralf who resides in the former^ with a tiente- 
nant-govemor under him for each colony : bat he 
can exercise no control over the Van Dieman's 
Land legislature excepting he happen to be on 
the spot at the time. The governor has of late 
always been a general, and the lieutenant-gover- 
norSy lieutenant-colonels; that of New South Wales 
being indeed merely the senior officer in com- 
mand of the troops. The governor is assisted 
by an executive council similar to that of India, 
which he is obliged to consult on occasions of 
any moment ; but he is still authorized to act on 
his own responsibility, provided he states in wri- 
ting his reasons for so doing, and forwards them 
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to the goTemment at hom^. Thk is a most 
important improvem^ relative to colonial le^ 
gislation ; while it operates as a strong cheok 
upon any oppressive or rash act on the part of 
the govemory it in no way diminishes his autho- 
rity when directed in a right course^ — and indeed 
renders it on the whole more firm and respected, 
and goyeraraent acts less liable to be made objects 
of persoMi cavil or animosity, — as he can always 
drfeal opposition when carried to an extreme dan- 
gerous to the safety of the colony, and yet in^ 
ours a serions responsibility when he frees himself 
from the ccmtrol of the conncil; — ^The legislative' 
conneil consists chiefly of government officers, to 
whom two landholders and a merchant are added, 
with the chief justice as president. It is autho- 
ridked to impose taxes, and pass laws for the benefit 
of the colony, provided these laws are certified by 
the- chief justice to be conformable in spirit to 
those of England. Its sittings are secret, and in- 
deed the members are sworn to reveal nothing that 
passes at those sittings, so that the good folks of the 
ccAony actnally know nothing of t^hat is in embryo 
for them either in the way of blessing: or other- 

VOL. II. o 
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wise, (and the measures have hitherto been prcfUy 
equally divided in that respect,) until the profoiuid 
meditatioBS of the tribunal are bkacned forth iii 
due form in the gazette, to fill the colonists with 
joy or with constematiou. The chief justice hay- 
iiig the veto on all colonial. acts, he is made m 
fact the sole depositary of legislative power in the 
colony, a power with which no man however worthy 
ought to be intrusted; while all the council sit- 
tings being in private, and its ..acts .kept secret 
ako -until findly passed .'aAd published, the respec* 
tive members ai« not urged onward in the path of 
the p^lic good by that honourable rivalry which 
pride, vanity, or patriotism, tends to produce when 
rdused into action by the stimulnting excitement 
that^ publicity afiTords, while each, is deprived- 
likewise of all the merit of: possible opporition. to 
measures in embryo for which when passed .into 
laws.^ are equally blamed or praised, and thus the 
pride .of the individual .members leads them to 
advocate the continuance .of laws to which, they 
were originally opposed.-— Thus, as was: to bejex^ 
pected,- little or no alteration is .ever made in.the 
acts as presented by the chief justice to the council, 
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nidess the personal interests or personal feelings- of 
same, of the members are brought into play :•, — s 
who^ in g^oeralj cares about a measure which, does 
sot materially interest him personally,, and for 
which, however zealously he may exert himself to 
improYe or promote it, he will never gain one iota 
of credit? as he dares not even publicly hint at the. 
benefits he may have conferred without an actual 
commission of perjury, being sworn to keep council; 
discussion strictly secret. In fact (as might have, 
been anticipated), any other subjects rather than, 
those they are summoned to deliberate on form the 
usual topics of discussion, — as I heard one of the; 
honouraUe members once laughingly declare to a 
friend who was solemnly holding forth upon the 
supposed hot debates that must have taken, place, 
with regard to an act of council newly passed! 
From revealed specimens of the conversation, om 
these occasions, it would appear that the sittings of 
our honourable council are occupied less with the. 
discussion of the legislative acts laid before them, 
dian with such important matters as the price of 
e^s and bnttar on the last market-day. iPefore^ 
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any one thongbtlessly laughs at this^ l^t him put 
the matter to .the test of his own eonsdence, a&d 
he will be disposed to confess that under sinubtf 
circumstances his own conduct would be the 
same. There is no safety in fact for colonial pros- 
perity in such a state of things^ because when liiw 
own interests are not particularly affected, indivJU 
duaky as we see erery day, allow the public interests 
to give them very little seriou3 concem.-r-Had 
there been any tobncco growers or disHUers in the 
council that passed the inconsiderate act reducing 
so immensely and without a B»oment's warning the 
high duties on foreign tobacco and spirits imposed 
with a view to encourage those of colonial growdi 
aood manufacture, — or had the public been aware of 
Uieir intentions, — such a hasty suid baneful measure 
(^ich not only frustrated the hopes of the eoiony 
being soon capable of supplying itself widi dwie 
ess^itial articles, but absolutely plund^ed those 
who had eommenced tobacco growing or colonial 
disiiUation, on the faith of the act of the British 
parliament, of the fair gains which their under- 
tdtidqf» would have insmred to tiiem) would ney^t 
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bave been projected^ or at aU erenls so vigo- 
rbusly opposed, tbat its doom "would h»f9B beM 
instantly sealed. 

One chief justice and a puisni judge sit in 
eiril and criminal causes in the colonial courts, two 
magisterial assessors assisting in civil causes if 
both parties do not agree to a jury trial, and mili* 
tary and naval officers on full or half pay officiating 
in criminal causes, — such being recommended liy 
the commissioner of inquiry on account of its bemg 
considered dangerous in the existing state of ex- 
cited feeling between the emigrants and emaur 
eipists to trust either singly with ppwer^ while 
conjomtly their ^orte are not likely to lead to ai^ 
very harmonious issue. There is an attorney and 
solicitor-general also for the colony » one of whom 
presides at the courts of quarter-sessions h«ld at 
Sydney, Paramatta, Liverpodl, Windsor^ Bath- 
urst, and Newcastle. Juries officiate on these 
occasions, the qualification being regulated by 
property, as in England ; but incUvidualg who have 
formerly been convicts are only allowed to sit 
when whitewashed by an unconditional pardon. 
The number necessary on each jury is the same as 
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in EDgland, and their decision must also be iinani" 
mouS}— *the bad effects, of both of which mnst be 
apparent to the most ordinary comprehension, 
enabling as it has done here (as well as in Eng- 
land) a single individual to defeat the ends of 
justice, — ^while operating oppressively on the thinly 
peopled districts, and injuriously to the publie 
good, in calling the whole of the respectable por- 
tion of the population away from the superin- 
tendance of their convict establishments, — and that 
too at times when their private interests may par- 
ticularly demand their presence. Sentences award« 
ed by our criminal and quarter-session courts, are 
usually also marked by the same inconsistency 
ais in England, — ^seven years, fourteen years, or 
transportation to a penal station for life, being 
'the only modifications of the amount of puniidi- 
ment considered as equitable ; as much as to say 
that crimes do not proceed in a progressive style of 
enormity, so as to require punishments commensu- 
rate with their amount, but that the second grade is 
invariably twice as bad as the first, while the third 
exceeds both these again in an unreasonable propor- 
tion, and ike fourth is expiated by no punkduneht 
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sliort of death. All the beautiful legal technicali- 
ties, which adorn our English laws, and serve to fill 
'the minds' of culprits with joy and the pockets of 
lawyers with money, have been duly imported too 
with the former, and are made duly available ap 
well in the cases of convicts even at the very iu" 
9tant suffering the sentence of the law, as in those 
of free men who had never before committed an 
oflfence. Thus, if an individual transported from 
•England for having been access^ to a murder 
tiiere should commit another the moment of his ar- 
rival, and the indictment should make some trifling 
mistake in the name of the murdered person or of 
the murderer, or in the names or occupations of 
their parents, or the manner how, or instrument 
by which the- deed was done, the culprit is merely 
sent back to a sinecureship in a government gang 
without a single step being taken to prevent a re» 
petition of the crime, or to lower him in the esti- 
mation of his associates, he being in fact allowed 
to return as free from any mark of censure as when 
he left them. It is from the existence of such a state 
of things that our legal institutions are looked upon 
by the humbler classes in the community as mere 



lotteries ot gwtVmg speotlatioas, in ^nbkkichmmise 
\^m:p^ ih^ $Q9(t. ei juHice; wh^m a oase depenis 
j^.macix v^poa the proffer spelting jor plaeio^ of a 
;Word> as ufion its intriiisiD uierits^ £or tbe eqiu^Uia- 
i»eas of the deoisiioo, irho can posstUy look i:^ to 
ii93t»tttti(«is whkb saBctioo such ftbaurdities wttkk 
eiih^riiQQDfidence or respect ? As an instasiee of Ike 
dagger and downright folly ef p^mittiiig tbes^ 
]^tiCuI quibbles to arrest tbe <^iirae <^ justi^;*^ 
^ feloBL "workiDg oat a seiitenoe m a penal gga^^b 
oQe of our oi>t-^ettik^neats, (aad of 40 ioodrr^jlde 
m^ deprayed a dis^aitioa that repeated floggh^ 
meir§ required to ke^him in sidigeedoDy) haWog 
cH>pmitted a eiii^e for whieb .puniiAiaeiit fraa 
4ffe€^ened» in the fury of the moment sm^sed aa 
axe a^dbeat in the sk«U of another conyict sitting 
be£Hde him, e^^ainMog with an oath that ikdf 
2iH^ Ao^i^ hi«L now ; yet on the tcial he got t»nm« 
]^hwtly og^ because he bad used Ae head instead 
of the edgfi of the instoument in perpe totting tibe 
a^ocions deed ! and returned to bi3 gang (aft^ 
et^c^ing an easy idle life of sevei^ stonths) ill 
the same mex^f Jtaood as when he left it, decia* 
ring he would commk a similar deed whenever 
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tlidy ^darad to tkreoten him with ft flogging. A 
aotarioufi gaog of robbers who had long infested 
tiie Windsor road, too, escaped iu the same way 
irt the quarter -^sessions, because the drawer-'Up of 
die.indietnetit (froiti haviiig unfoi^tunatdiy been 
more.comrei^Hint with the language of ordinary life 
than with that of law) had described a gown and 
petticoat as the property of a V)eman instead of a, 
man ; this said woman happeni]!kg to be married, 
ihe learned ehairBian held that it legally belonged 
to the buBbaad, and on this plea the whole gang 
were forthwith acquitted, much to the annoyance 
of a worthy magistrate on the b^ich, i^irho declared 
he had often heard of a wife wearing the ireeches, 
but never before of a husband wearing the petti- 
eoat. While I was in court one day, an individual 
who was tried on an indictment for sheep-stealing 
soemed in a fair way to escape the penalties at-* 
tacbed to the crime by his legal defender proving 
that the animal was not kgaUy a sheep, in conse^ 
q«enee of not beii^ com€ of age, (according to 
prior decisions in England,) and the matter was 
put 9siin to be gravely argued at a future period. 
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'Kotking could exceed : the aitonislMBjei^ of vt|^ 
flttmple ooantrymao oa finding thi^ t^ Tery aniiiipl 
he had reared, and a pair of stockings ffpm ike 
wool of' which he had then- on, was not a -sheap 
as he had all along believed: the nextjjbip vriiA 
was stolen from hint be Towed be woiald'eaU ajp^* 
aitd Iry what the effect of that would be. Now, 
as it is impossible to state the name ^d tradaof 
the parent of a foundling, — and as the law woidd 
surely never permit the murderer of a strange to 
escape merely because h^s name was unknowut-^HU* 
Ae name of the murdered indi^dual, or the name 
and trade of his parent, can be dispensed with in 
one case, why should they be considered essential 
in another? In the ca^je too of a house being 
robbed or {property stolen, Justice does not require 
that we should know the owner of the house.or 
property, but simply whether a robbery has been 
effected, and who wasthe.perpetrator;y^.the Hotff 
requiresihis additional, knowledge. The only ne- 
cessary points indeed wherein oorrectuess b required 
for furthering the ends of justice in an indictment, 
are those regarding' the nature of the crimen mi 
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\»here and i&iWnoommitted,eiiahiing thus theaccused 
"to know beforehand the exact nature of the offenee 
iie is charged with, and to rebut it by an (dSbi if 
he can; and if an. error should be committed on 
any of these points, by which the criminal escapes, 
were the judge to fine the individual who drew 
up the indictmipt, and make him pay all the ex- 
panses of the prosecution for.hk carelessness or 
incapacity, such escapes would be very rare, while 
tbb would be nothing more than the c<nnmon rules 
of justice, as applied to every other profession* If 
a progressive scale of punishments, likewise, were 
' attached to every class of offences, and the public 
r^osecutor to charge the prisoner in the indictment 
'witit a degree of guilt corresponding to a certain 
punishment in thescale, — ^which the jury shouldnot 
be allowed to go beyond, while the judge might 
*^igsdn be allowed to mitigate the finding of the 
jury, — ^this would Jbe an obvious improvement on 
the course now pursued ; for we see juries bringing 
in individuals guilty of offences to which the 
penalties of death or transportation for life are 
attached, which the judge is afterwards oUiged to 
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«f ovr militazy heroes in the dark, managed. 4ii 
pick the lock of his strong hox, and cany off from 
it a bag contioning a thousand Spamsh doUacs. 
Three witnesses were prodooed to sahstan^tiAte 
the case, two of them female servanta in the 
barrack, who had seen, her leayin^ the officer'ii 
quarters with a heavy bundle; and the third, the 
kisqier oi a tayern, in. whose house she had arriv^ 
in a yerjr exhausted state with a bag under' her 
arm, .which burst in her Jap, — ^wheq^smt rushed the 
didlairs t The usual mode in such cases is that of 
praying an alibi ; but in-fhis instaiice, itwasjipporevt 
that such, a mode of proceeding could do no good, 
and therefore that means must be taken. to invalip 
date the testimony of the witnesses. A Sydney 
hcaueholder and an old apple- woman were brought 
fotward to prove malice on the. part of the servant 
girls, by sweanqg that on their leaving the poliee- 
office after the first examination, they stopped 
juid talked with the witnesses on behalf of the 
prisoner on. their, yrecy back to the banack, and 
uttered against the said prisoner the most deadly 
threats of animosity. The whole case of peijury 
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mas in fact mo3t creditably mam^ed ; because, tt 

order that the witnesses for the prisoner nnglit 

know Hiose against her when confronted with 

them/ they were introduced into conrt and kept 

^Chere during Htm trial, making themseWes familiar 

Qirith ' evwy tittle of evidence regarding it, and 

more particnlaxly with the features and dress pf 

>tho8e whose, evidence theirs was to neutralize^ 

'Both of these individuals were perched so close to 

Ae dock during the trial, staring so intently at 

"tfte varkms witnesses, and payiqg altogether such 

\eetk attention to every thing, tllpit a brother jury^* 

man on my right, judging from these circmnstateees 

done, pointed them- out to me as the parties in* 

^tended to be brought forward on the part of the 

piisoner, the moment it was stated such witnesses 

were to be Called. A captain in the army, 

astonished at the glaring perjury of the pri* 

aonei'a witnesses, came yolantarily forward, after 

iJiem and swore that he had walked from the 

police^ourt to the barraok-yaid ch>se behind the 

servant girls, and that they neither stopped nor spoke 

to any one on dieir way, nor did he see either of the 



mdmdiudB v^o bad swam «9 ftontly to tbe ew* 
trarj,— ^wfaieli evideno^ wm fullj^ Jxxme wt by llHit 
of iriie girls, imd isight biiv^ been oensobomted by 
Hther respdctable persM0,**-y0t tbe p^rjofers we^ 
illdvied to slip out of eoort without erm a tef^^' 
mflnd. The third witness f<Kr ibe prisoMr was 
reqoified to prove that the dollars were heel^^^i^ 
wMeh he had made for her bitsbiuid, Md Aai^ tb« 
bostoM must consequently hare been mjstafciait. 
He hsA very anwisely however beto paid purt of 
bss fee in advanoe, — that is the piot of rqm porti<Hi 
of ity-^and was so drunk that be was under the 
neoesnty of holding firmly by the ledg^ oi the Imkf 
in ordi^ to heap hin^elf from falling. Y^ be 
d^orted himself admirably, notwithstaxBdii^ aU 
Has, giving his evidence quite in a c«a*eless9 free 
and easy, hoskest-hearted sort of style. What day 
of the month was tt on which you scid tbe 
heel-taps ?~I don't know. What ^y of tbe 
week then ? — I . dcm't biow. DonH yon know 
in what month it was then ?— No. Do you know 
what yon came here for ? — No. Here the barrio 
ter frowned mid shook his head at the attorney, to 
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'wimh tbi^ ktter r^pondod by a digmficimt sax&&f 
mi^fisp^^Aog '' ^ on ;" — after asking a few n«f« 
qpefiitmi^ wiib a ufaijar jretolt* a paper waa at 
Img^ dpUi^ed by the aMiorney, wUch beinig 
lifiQjd^ to the nitoeas^ he was reqwed to state if 
it wa^ his writing 9«d if that was his name at^ 
tabbed to H. Never did J see a man more imgGioiisr 
)y p^fftk^ilar in scra^zing a doeum^it that he 
mght not m so serious a case nm the risk oiM 
ma^ifike, tmmAg it mw and pver» h<riding h uf 
and <then dmra, and. yieiiriii^ it in erery possible 
fight, till, to his eyid««it astonishmeat^ he fbond 
out that It was actually his own writing and 
mgofdime^ Jt is almost peedless to say that it 
fHDVsed to he aorec^pt for the mooey paid for the 
haal-tapSf dated >af oonise the very day on wUoh 
ihe doHars were stolm^ No ohsewation was 
«Mpde hy a ski^e member of die coort on the dis^ 
graceful state the witness was in; but the jury 
unanimously agreed to strike out his evidence^ 
wUch in iact he ought to have been prevented 
from giving. 

Bnt scenes might at that peried have hasn 
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nessad in the colony whiek would possibly. kav^ 
entailed on an individual the cognomen of Mun- 
chausen should he renture to repei^t them. - It 
was no very extraordinary spectacle, to see. an 
arraigned murderer carousing among his >fri«iid|| 
in a pot-house adjoining the court, in the very 
presence of the constables, on the day of his trial ; 
te see ^' thieyes of rank " walking up to trial, arm 
in arm with their equally dignified associates, re^- 
ceiving the blessing of all the sympathizing com* 
munity as they tripped along, accompanied by the 
fervent prayer that they might get safely out of 
** this trouble ;" the respectful constable walking, 
tike a common lackey, behind : — to see, also, j^ 
ceivers of stolen goods driving up to court to r^* 
e^ve sentence in their carriages with livery ^r* 
vante. While all this existed, one could no longer 
wonder that the larcenous portiouof the populati^ 
of England should feel a strong disposition to takjB 
a pleasurable trip to our shores. 

These jovial times are, however, it is hoped 
new at an end : while the effective reformation of 
civil and criminal proceedings brought about by 
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die labour of our able chief justice will perpetu- 
ate bis name with honour in the colony, seeisg 
that delay, uncertainty, and expense, are materially 
idleviated thereby. A reform of this descriptioB 
originating where it does, aflfbrds the singular spec- 
tacle of the prodigal child setting a good example 
to the parent. 

We have g^rand juries at all the places where 
quarter-sessions are held, performing • the smne 
duties as those of England ; as also courts of re- 
quests for the recorery of small debts. We have 
OUT paid and our unpotcf magistrates ; the former 
however receiving their salaries in* shape ofporic 
and flour instead of gold and silver. This pa- 
ginated in the difficulty of inducing individuals, 
in the early era of the colony, to devote a portim 
of their time to magisterial duties, a certain num* 
ber of rations being consequently issued to then 
weekly by way of bait to allure them into office. 
But at the close of Sir Thomas Brbbane's admi* 
nistration, a number of gentiemen were raised te 
the bench without the usual perquisites, and stykd 
by him honorary magistrates. 
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(dcgiading in its very natnre) ought certainly to 
be as much as possible aToided* and when neces- 
sary, inflicted privately : it will be impossible- to 
remit it altogether in the colony^ because the ser- 
vants of a settler may commit an offence at the 
yery period when their services are urgently 
wemtedy and therefore require to be returned forth- 
with to their master's employ. 

To a government secretary residing in the co- 
lony is consigned all epistolary correspondence, 
together with the .whole documentary detail of the 
administration. This functionary is likewise a 
member of the executive and legislative councils ; 
dnd through his hands eight thousand official let-^ 
ters have passed within the last ten months; and: 
when I state that Alexander M^Leay, Esq., late 
secretary to the Transport Board, holds this high 
and responsible situation, I need say nothing 
farther* 

The internal taxes and government rents are 
collected by a colonial treasurer ; . the custom dues 
by another officer. There is likewise an inspector 
4E)f excise^ a sheriff, and an under-sheriff (with sa* 
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lanes) -.while a registrar takes the cnstody of vrSh- 
and other records. 

The church establishment consists of twelve 
clergymen, and is under the immediate superin* 
tendance of an archdeacon (the Her. Archdeacon 
Scott), who is again under the jurisdiction of the 
Bishop of Calcutta. Of the eminent services' 
rendered by the archdeacon, one of the most im- 
portant will be that of the public seminary on an 
extensive scale about to be instituted in Sydney, 
for perfecting the education of our youth. From 
this seminary, a certain number of pupils are to be 
despatched at intervals to the English colleges, 
free of personal expense, and who are to be en- 
tided to the first clerical vacancies in the colony on 
the completion of their studies. 

It is almost superfluous to point out how de- 
sirable it is in a country circumstanced as Aus- 
tralia, that all the individuals appointed to fill 
offices therein should be married men, and men too 
of the highest character. Inferiors every where 
ape the good or evil ways of those above them ; it 
b therefore obvious how much moral benefit is 
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Ukely to resiilt from yirtooHs example. It is to be 
hoped, indeed, that the day has at length arriTed 
when persons oecnpying high stations in our eo- 
hmies will be required to demonstrate the good 
they have actually done, as an essential to thi&i 
continuance therein, instead of deeming that they 
have conducted themselves nmrvellously well if 
they can steer clear of proseoution^ or impeach- 
ment for oppressien or mimile. 
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LEITEE XX^IV. 

From the Australian Agriraltnral OomiMmy, 
of late years instittttedy we maiy anticipate mxaxj 
important benefits, notwithstanding the clamour 
endeavonred to be raised jigainst it by oertain 
interested individuak in. the oolonyy. whidi 'hai 
been nnacconntably echoed in England emi by 
men of sense, fonder probably of allowing others 
to think for them, than of being at the tn»qble of 
forming an opinion of their own. ISiJe chief ob- 
jectioii nrged appears to be, to the improvement 
of a portion of country by means of a company, 
instead of by the hands of private partlbs; but 
this is a very trifling point, considering the millions 
upon mtllion» of waste acres that lie scattered oven 
tiie AnstraHan continent. The gift of a single 
ttiltion ont.of this vast amount is about as insignia 
V VOL. u* p 
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ficant as the subtraction of a grain of wheat from 
a peck measure ; while, if a portion of country is 
converted firom an unprodactiTe wilderness into a 
productive garden, and stocked with the finest 
breeds of sheep, cattle, and horses known in 
Europe, the quest on by whom this is done ought 
to be altogether of secondary consideration. But 
while these million acres are thus improved, the 
colony in which they are situated must in like 
manner reap vast advantages from the valuable 
and costly breeds of animals whidi a wealthy com- 
pany might introduce, but which a private indivi- 
dual could not: from the valuable products, also, 
we may expect them to introduce by means of 
experimental cultivation ; and, last not least, from 
having so numerous, wealthy, and influential a body 
in the mother country connected with and conse- 
quently interested in the prosperity of New South 
Wales. 1 > 

The Agricultural Company has fixed its esta- 
blishment at Port ' Stephens, about ninety miles 
to the ^southward of: Sydney, one of the finest 
harbours for merchant ships in the world, with 
the Karuer river falling into it, navigable for a 
distance of twelve miles. It is extraordinary 
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tiiat, before the arrival of Mr. Davson/ the comr 
pany's agent, at this port, it was befiei^ed' not a 
single acre of land in its vicinity was worth accept- 
^ince ; yet a million acres of good arable and pas- 
ture land have been with all imaginable ease culled 
;out here, superiorly watered to almost any other 
district in the colony; abounding in coal ; and exhi- 
biting such specimens of lime as afford the strong- 
est hopes that thb valuable mineral wUl hereafter 
•be found in ample quantities, while the immense 
beds of shells on the harbour beach will supply all 
ordinary wants for many years to come. . - 
, The tract of land granted is bordered northierly 
by rManning's Biver, (navigable for twenty miles,) 
stretching up along its bank and extending south- 
arly till it joins the lower branches of Hunter's 
River* It is watered thus on each boundary by 
the Karuer and Manning's rivers, and the numerous 
streamlets falling thereinto, and centrally by the 
Myall and Wolomba rivers, and five other smaller 
stremns falling either into Smith's and Wallis's 
Lakes, or th^ sea, - The greater portion of the 
grant consists of dry, grassy, thinly-timboeed 
ranges, admirably adapted for sheep-husbandry; 
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4mt^tiMif8 «pe abimdimce idso Df nfional fiatiir .of 
•vfficitat eJEtent and cNnms for ^1 ogmakon^ 
f«»poge8. Oat of 980,000 acres, ^in fact, m- 
•pecfed hj Mr. Dawson toward the iMi,. w^ 
llOO aares aedve csdculated to be abaoitrtely imo- 
legs^ 'dOO mote were bad, bat stiU prodinetnre^ 
leavings 809,400 acres of land, ^ther exeeUent, or 
at least of i^ery tolend»]e <}aality! 

Tbar vessels 'have beos whoQyv and tvo pa]M^ 
frighted by the oompany, earryiog'^at all atanaer 
of agrioaltaral^implemeats ; seeds of ail vartetieB^ 
fnut-tree8,*«fivea and vines of -diffisfettt apeeieft> 
besides a hniber of ihiB rinest nrtaUioiis and brbod 
tnares of pm^ Uood, and of :the Glevelatid and 
pogmf breeds ; a eoaBidemMe qnantil^of biiUs and 
com oil the Dnifaam and^Argyle bmefds; tediip^ 
ar^ids of 3000 Merine sheep of the first <}aaMty^ 
enUed faem the choioest flocks in Spcdn, "Rtince', 
Saxoi^^ and Hangary. Able diepherds hav« 
aecompanied the flocks' from these countries, aad 
iodttvidnab <also have been sent*out skilled^ the 
caki'mtien of the vine and fhe dive. In fact, the 
digabaltiinil! concerns* ef the company essinot bil 
prosper, valess there should 'be gross nnsniAndgeii 
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ment ; for, Di^en it is known that the increase of 
stock in the colony areiages between twenty and 
thirty per cent, what else can possibly prevent 
•prosperity from crowning their efforts, since they 
have the land, as it were, for nothing, and can 
^naintain all their establishment so readily from it 
with but an inconsiderable amount of annual out* 
lay, and for which amount the exports to England 
will speedily provide. — ^An able person to super- 
intend the working of the coal mines upon the 
property has likewise been sent out^ accompanied 
by miners, two steam-engines, iron rail-ways, and 
all manner of desirable madiinery. 

P.S. Since writing the above Letters, vessels 
with detachments of troops and convicts have been 
despatched from Sydney to cdoraze Western Porir 
in Bass Straits, (before spoken of,) and King 
George's Sound, immediately to Ae eastward of 
Cape Leuwin, the most south-westerly point of 
Australia, and thus situated in the direction of 
India. King Gecnrge's Sound is in about 33° 
south, having therefore . a similar climaite to that 
of Sydney, and lying but a few days' sail out oif 
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tb^ocNWMtof *f easek ontirard boimd from Ea^tmnas 
aad -aninedktely in the traok of those homeward 
bowtd ^by iraj of rdn €ape of Crood Hope. Res- 
froshment may thas be* readily^ proenied &thef 
tiior^ <» at liV^dstenf Port -whoa pwnstang lMl» |iQia<te 
^^loif'way. Ktog Oeorge's Sound bekif ftill tiifsee 
we^Cs^'HaU* short of Sydney, if the country there 
ia ibakid tsr he fertile and veil watered, emigrants 
from Gxeat Britain may possibly hereafter pref<^ 
At» s^^ng diey can Gommnnicate with* India lor the 
dUpe in^me Jb^lf ^he tbne»re^pisite from Sytdn^^ 
ind dtmiaish the. voyage from England oneHsix^, 
while enjoying. a olimate equally cool and sala- 
brious as that of the Australian capital, 
c ' By^' cakmlations lately : made^ it- appears diat 
lipwaids of a hundred thousand gallons of «ptrits 
are annually consumed ui the colony, and the ssmie 
quantity: of wine and- malt liquors : that also about 
sixty thousand pounds of tobacco, on average^ 
are of late yearly imported ; while the vililue of 
toa imported during a nii^le quarter amounted tb 

The Sy^kiey Crazette ia now published e^^ry di^, 
— rbeing the only daily:pi^er I belieTe existuig at 
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piMBttt lit a Bntiftb cokoy* It « miiDb to be. la^ 
liie^ed tbat some of oar JMnroftls have of late as- 
«iHied ft menacing aad iDflammatory tene^ teiNlilig 
to deter **H]s Ekorilemy from fbHowifig up tbe 
aakilary altkougk severe system "of *peBal diseiplkie 
lately oommra^ed* If 'this infiantnidiory course 
should be persevered in by the .eoloaial press, it 
must fifiially iniuoe the mother country eitiier to 
fifid spme other destination for her convicts, or to 
ewrb foBthviA the libertywhich has thus ripened 
into license. It is quiteevident tb^ Utaless ^ch a 
system is pur&ued in New South' Wries as will 
terrHy offenders in tibe mother country, dishonesty 
will in all likelihood increase, until her whole poor 
liopulatiiw beeome oomipted, and her police and 
judicial establi^mi^ita such as no eountry, however 
wikr can sDpp<Mrt. Self-interest therefore will na^ 
turaily suggest to her a leoonrse to some oAer 
mode, or some other place ofpuaishmeiit, which 
may check instead of eBcomrage the growth of 
Qrmso; while a more deadly blow could not be 
aimed at' the {nrosperity of New South 'Wjtle&fhau 
th^ jpsiking her uo loagMT the depesMaiy of cri- 
miiMds, It is tobe hoped^ ihowever, Aataittais. 



844 LBIVBRS PROlf 

may be ' ibttod to avert this evil without d^rMiif 
the colony of the great b^iefit of free discnsAon; 
by a sknple eDactment declaring libellottB all wri* 
tings having a tendency to instfl into the minds frf 
criminals undergoing the penalties of the law a 
belief that they are oppressed, or which in &ct may 
render them any way discontented with the acts 
of the government,— leaving such actions to the 
verdict of a special jury drawn from the grand 
jury list, so as to secure individusds of indepen?- 
dence and respectability upon it. 

The. generality of newspaper editors, like indi- 
viduals in every other profession, will be naturally 
led to follow that course which promises most 
prc£t ; and as in New South Wales writings of the 
description which I am deprecating cannot fail to 
be popular, and where the concoction of libels 
pays even better than the breeding of she^» it is 
not. much to be wondered at that they should be 
persevered in. But on the other hand it is only a 
free press that can materially contribute to furotect 
a colony like New South -Wales from the effects of 
misgovemment, or indeed to secure the personal 
liberty of the^subject ; for by reason of the' immense 
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inflMtee wUtth die'kealiadiniiiistratian'PCraaeBsei, 

. (firoM iumiig the sole disposal of tho^ iHigiwitQd 

knds, : tog^er wifth tiie .disposal ^ the wtmet 

senranisO few indiridnals, either id private situ»- 

-4k>]u or-evenvwhen foiiniiig part of any legidatlTe 

faodjr lioweveF populariy constituted^ would be bold 

eooagh to oppose ^he measiues.of goverament^ isee- 

iBg/tfaeir prosperity could be either essentially pro- 

iBoted or injured at* the mere will of the latter: 

-Imi 8S> the editor of ^a newspaper will gram more by 

nnrMitfg to please the body^f the people than hf 

imeiibig to the goVenmenty and aa tfaesmajority 

ci maakind have a atroHger appetite far censure 

4lma )ftir'>pt|dse of thofie aboiee them, be wfll na^ 

tarally^fcaepasharp look*out with thatview, while 

/thej^emmmt willin4ike mannerhave a poweifol 

motiye to avoid giving just-cause of blame« 

The question of '' What is a libel ?" will perhaps 
never be capable of such strict definition as to admit 
of a legislative enactment /tii/y explaining it, and 
therefore great latitude must possibly always be 
allowed to jurymen in such cases, and it is perhaps 
well for the cause of liberty that it should be so. 

On all New South Wales juries,, the suspicion 
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of malice or other evil motive ought aJone to 
be made the gpround of challenge;— character, as 
far as possible, ^oever. It is this which forms 
the paramount objection to property only con- 
stituting the qualification of jurymen ' here ; be- 
cause in that case challenges on point of character 
might be so numerous, that few individuals would 
be bold enough to bring down upon their heads 
the host of enemies an attempt of the kind 
would call forth — ^an attempt which would cer- 
tainly produce a most moving effect, similar to tfafit 
resulting from the strains of Orpheus — ^but>witfa 
this difference, that the sticks and stones, instead of 
dancing at the keels, would be dancing at the^ocf 
of the unreason(ible upstart (as o\xr patriots would 
indignantly phrase it) who had the temerity to 
question their pretensions. 



THE END. 
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